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Brief History

On February 5", 1900, Adlai Ewing Stevenson 11 was born into a family of renowned political
clout. Taking his name from his predecessor Adlai Stevenson I, Vice President to Grover
Cleveland, Adlai Stevenson Il would continue the tradition of government service. With
impeccable oratory capability and political knowledge, Stevenson would pioneer a variety of
liberal causes throughout his lifetime, while consistently pining for the democratic nomination
for president. Running in 1952, 1956, and 1960 for the Democratic nomination for president,
Stevenson came to know a variety of important political figures throughout his days. Serving as
the 31% Governor of Illinois from 1949 to 1953, Stevenson worked to reform the state police and
remove any sense of nepotism from the role of selection process, instituting a new merit system.




Despite his consistent service to a variety of domestic issues and democratic campaigns,
Stevenson could be considered a worldly nomad. Following his loss to Eisenhower in 1952,
Stevenson would begin traveling the globe while writing for Look magazine, writing various
articles about general relations between the United States and various other countries, noting
rising tensions wherever they may were. This experience proved useful, as later in life he would
be appointed the 5" ambassador to the United Nations in 1961.

Perhaps his most infamous and famous moments can both be attributed to the Bay of Pigs
incident. Following a terrible humiliation after resisting and disputing allegations that the U.S.
had attacked Fidel Castro’s Communist forces in Cuba, Adlai Stevenson quickly regained the
limelight on October 25, 1962. During an emergency session of the Security Council at the
United Nations, he grilled Soviet Representative Valerian Zorin as the latter sequestered
information about the installation of Soviet missiles in Cuba.

However, the tumultuous and rather stressful life of a politician of his regard came to a head in
1965, when Stevenson suffered a sudden heart attack while in London. Interred at Evergreen
Cemetery, Bloomington, Illinois, Adlai Stevenson was mourned both locally and nationally and
remembered as a man with impeccable oratory ability, steeled political sense and a warm heart.

Scope

The collection includes primarily newspaper articles from a number of years of Adlai Stevenson
II’s life (1943-1970) from a variety of different publishers; mostly concentrating on his
campaign years for both national elections and gubernatorial elections. Also included are
clippings compilations of a multitude of newspapers placed into a single document.

Box and Folder Inventory

Box 1:

Folder 1: Newspaper Clipping Compilations
1.1  Variety of newspaper clippings compiled into a single sheet, centering primarily on

Stevenson’s campaign for Illinois Governor, the clippings cover a variety of dates but all
find a basis in 1948, 2pp.

1.2 Variety of newspaper clippings compiled into a singular sheet, centering primarily on
Stevenson’s arguments against his opponent for Illinois Governor, Dwight H. Green, the
clippings cover a variety of dates but all find a basis in 1948, 2pp.

Folder 2: These items were relocated into other Stevenson collections in 2021.

Folder 3: Newspaper Clippings 1943-1951



Newspaper clippings within this folder date from October 4", 1943 to December 31%,
1951 but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the
marked years). The clippings primarily center on Adlai E. Stevenson II’s consideration of the
Governor position in Illinois, along with various newspaper articles focusing on his campaign
when he eventually accepts. The latter portion of the clippings turns a hearty amount of focus to
the divorce of Adlai E. Stevenson Il and Ellen Borden in 1949.

Folder 4: Newspaper Clippings 1952 (Jan.-Oct.)

Newspaper clippings within this folder date from January 16", 1952 to October 10",
1952 but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the
marked years). The clippings primarily center on Adlai E. Stevenson II’s bid for a second term as
Governor of Illinois, but begin to transition into his consideration and then finally race for the
1952/1953 presidency.

Folder 5: Newspaper Clippings 1952 (Aug.-Sept.)

Newspaper clippings within this folder date from August 2", 1952 to September 29",
1952 but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the
marked years). The clippings primarily center on Adlai E. Stevenson II’s views during the 1952
presidential campaign between himself and Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Folder 6: Newspaper Clippings 1952 (Oct.-Nov.)

Newspaper clippings within this folder date from October 1%, 1952 to November 22",
1952 but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the
marked years). The clippings primarily center on the final portion of Adlai E. Stevenson II's
presidential campaign, making special notice of his achievements along the way.

Folder 7: Newspaper Clippings 1953

Newspaper clippings within this folder date from January 7", 1953 to October 10", 1953
but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the marked
years). The clippings primarily center on the final portion of Adlai E. Stevenson II’s trips to
various countries, writing along the way for Look magazine.

Folder 8: Newspaper Clippings 1954

Newspaper clippings within the folder date from February 10", 1954 to October 14",
1954 but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the
marked years). The clippings primarily center on Stevenson’s efforts during a variety of
gubernatorial campaigns within the Democrat party.

Folder 9: Newspaper Clippings 1955

Newspaper clippings within the folder date from April 121, 1955 to December 19", 1955
but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the marked
years). The clippings primarily center on Stevenson’s renewed interest in a second Democratic
nomination for president and the beginnings of his campaign.



Box 2:

Folder 10: Newspaper Clippings 1956

Newspaper clippings within the folder date from March 22", 1956 to November 10%,
1956 but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the
marked years). The clippings primarily center on Stevenson’s various attempts at the Democratic
nomination for president against Tennessee Senator Estes Kefauver and New York Governor
Averell Harriman.

Folder 11: Newspaper Clippings 1957-1959

Newspaper clippings within the folder date from February 5", 1957 to August 7%, 1959
but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the marked
years). The clippings primarily center on rumors that Stevenson will attempt for another try at
the Democratic nomination for president in 1960 following his loss against Eisenhower once
more in 1956.

Folder 12: Newspaper Clippings 1960-1965

Newspaper clippings within the folder date from February 28™ 1960, to July 15™, 1965
but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the marked
years). The clippings cover a wide variety of happenings in five years including: Stevenson’s
reattempt at a third presidential nomination, active campaigning by Stevenson for the Kennedy
campaign, Stevenson’s appointment to ambassador to the United Nations and Stevenson’s
eventual death onset by an unexpected heart attack.

Folder 13: Newspaper Clippings 1965 (July)

Newspaper clippings within the folder date from July 15", 1965 to July 16™, 1965 but
may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the marked
years). The clippings primarily focus on the sudden death of Stevenson.

Folder 14: Newspaper Clippings 1965 (July-Dec.)

Newspaper clippings within the folder date from July 17", 1965 to December 14", 1965
but may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the marked
years). The clippings center primarily on the death of Stevenson and include a variety of
memorials, interviews with those close to Stevenson and the various impacts Stevenson had
while in his various governmental positions.

Folder 15: Newspaper Clippings 1966-1970

Newspaper clippings within the folder date from May 1%, 1966 to January 11™, 1970 bt
may include a variety of clippings with unmarked dates (while still being within the marked
years). The clippings center primarily on memorials to Adlai Stevenson or various
remembrances to his legacy.



