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Brief History 

  

Adlai E. Stevenson, former Illinois Governor and two-time presidential candidate, grew up in 

Bloomington and is buried at Evergreen Memorial Cemetery on Bloomington’s south side.  

Since 1966, the Adlai E. Stevenson Memorial Lecture Series has served as a tribute.  The 

organizers of the Stevenson lecture series hoped that the ongoing program would “speak to 

future generations as he spoke to his, by promoting his ideals in the field of international affairs 

and by furthering the cause of world peace and good will among peoples.”  Past speakers include 

a Nobel Peace laureate, four heads of state, one vice president, five U.S. Senators, and two 

foreign prime ministers.  Originally the lectures were held at Illinois State University, but since 

the late 1970s they have rotated between ISU and Illinois Wesleyan University.  No admission is 

charged, and the lectures are scheduled at times that are accessible to all. 

 

Scope 

 
The collection includes material from the 1965 fund drive to establish an endowment to fund the 

lecture expenses and honoraria, such as campaign manuals, contributor information, expenses, 

bank deposit slips, and miscellaneous correspondence.  The bulk of the collection, however, is 

made up of material, spanning the years 1965 to 1981, in which the organization was primarily 

involved with soliciting appropriate speakers and working out the details of each lecture.  

Included are copies of the first 25 lectures and the correspondences related to seeking permission 

to publish them in book form.  The collection also includes similar but less extensive information 

on speakers from 1981 to present, including lists of past speakers and potential speakers, 

programs, speech transcripts, press releases, minutes of the Stevenson Lecture Series board 

meeting, treasurer reports, tax documents, correspondence, and board of directors information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Box and Folder Inventory 

 

Box 1   
 

Folder 1:  General Information 

 

Folder 2:  Suggested Plan for Lecture Fund, August 6, 1965. (2 copies) 

 

Folder 3:  Review of Campaign, October 1965. (large, tan copy 1) 

 

Folder 4:  Review of Campaign, October 1965. (large, tan copy 2) 

 

Folder 5: Campaign Report, undated. (2 small, white copies) 

 

Folder 6:  Campaign Report, October 1965.  (2 small, tan copies) 



 

Folder 7: Campaign Materials, undated. (large, white bound copy) 

 

 Folder 8:  Miscellaneous Campaign Material  

 

Folder 9: Campaign Correspondence, 1963 to 1965. 

 

 Folder 10:  Stevenson Lecture Fund List (to February 1, 1966) 

 

 Folder 11:  Stevenson Lecture Fund List (corrected to 1967) 

 

 Folder 12: Campaign Fund Report, September 1, 1965 – October 7, 1966. 

 

 Folder 13:  Campaign Fund Report, September 1, 1965 – March 10, 1967. 

 

 Folder 14:  Illinois State University Student Fund Drive 

 

Folder 15:  Campaign Expenses 

 

 Folder 16:  Miscellaneous Expenses 

  

Folder 17: Special Items 

 

 Folder 18: Master Donor List through page 53, undated. 

 

 Folder 19: Master Donor List through page 53, updated 1973. 

 

Folder 20: Donor Card Samples 

 

   Donor Cards (2 sets, 12 inches each) 

 

 

 

Box 2 

 

Folder 1:  Organizational Formation 

 

Folder 2: 1965 Correspondence 

 

Folder 3: Administrative Material Through Goldberg Lecture – June 8, 1966 

 

Folder 4: Correspondence, Etc. Through Goldberg Lecture – June 8, 1966 

 

Folder 5: Arthur J. Goldberg Lecture – June 8, 1966 

 

Folder 6: Administrative Material Through Eden Lecture – March 28, 1967 



 

Folder 7: Correspondence, Etc. Through Eden Lecture – March 28, 1967 

 

Folder 8: Sir Anthony Eden Lecture – March 28, 1967 

 

Folder 9: Administrative Material Through Spaak Lecture – March 26, 1968 

 

Folder 10: Correspondence, Etc. Through Spaak Lecture – March 26, 1968 

 

Folder 11: Paul-Henri Spaak Lecture – March 26, 1968 

 

Folder 12: Administrative Material Through Khoman Lecture – September 30, 1968 

 

Folder 13: Correspondence, Etc. Through Khoman Lecture – September 30, 1968 

 

Folder 14: Thanat Khoman Lecture – September 30, 1968 

 

Folder 15: Administrative Materials, Correspondence, Etc. Through Humphrey 

Lecture – April 23, 1969 

 

Folder 16: Hubert H. Humphrey Lecture - April 23, 1969 

 

Folder 17: Administrative Material Through Jackson Lecture – December 7, 1970 

 

Folder 18: Correspondence, Etc. Through Jackson Lecture – December 7, 1970 

 

Folder 19: Lady Barbara Ward Jackson Lecture – December 7, 1970 

 

Folder 20: Administrative Material Through Fairbank Lecture – December 3, 1971 

 

Folder 21: Correspondence, Etc. Through Fairbank Lecture – December 3, 1971 

 

Folder 22: John King Fairbank Lecture – December 3, 1971 

 

Folder 23: Administrative Material Through Reston Lecture – March 12, 1973 

 

Folder 24: Correspondence, Etc. Through Reston Lecture – March 12, 1973 

 

Folder 25: James B. Reston Lecture – March 12, 1973 

 

Folder 26: Administrative Material Through Peterson Lecture – February 15, 1974 

 

Folder 27: Correspondence, Etc. Through Peterson Lecture – February 15, 1974 

 

Folder 28: Peter G. Peterson Lecture – February 15, 1974 

 



Folder 29: Administrative Material Through Fulbright Lecture – March 18, 1975 

 

Folder 30: Correspondence, Etc. Through Fulbright Lecture – March 18, 1975 

 

Folder 31: J. William Fulbright Lecture – March 18, 1975 

 

Folder 32: Administrative Material Through Schlesinger Lecture – April 29, 1976 

 

Folder 33: Correspondence, Etc. Through Schlesinger Lecture – April 29, 1976 

 

Folder 34: James R. Schlesinger Lecture – April 29, 1976 

 

Folder 35: Administrative Material Through Harrington Lecture – February 7, 1978 

 

Folder 36: Correspondence, Etc. Through Harrington Lecture – February 7, 1978 

 

Folder 37: Fred Harvey Harrington Lecture – February 7, 1978 

 

Folder 38: Administrative Material Through Jordan Lecture – February 8, 1979 

 

Folder 39: Correspondence, Etc. Through Jordan Lecture – February 8, 1979 

 

Folder 40: Barbara Jordan Lecture – February 8, 1979 

 

Folder 41: Administrative Material Through Simon Lecture – February 7, 1980 

 

Folder 42: Correspondence, Etc. Through Simon Lecture – February 7, 1980 

 

Folder 43: Paul Simon Lecture – February 7, 1980 

 

Folder 44: Administrative Material Through Stevenson Lecture – February 12, 1981 

 

Folder 45: Correspondence, Etc. Through Stevenson Lecture – February 12, 1981 

 

Folder 46: Adlai Stevenson III Lecture – February 12, 1981 

 

 

 

Box 3 

 

Folder 1: Administrative Material Through Muskie Lecture – November 11, 1982 

 

Folder 2: Correspondence, Etc. Through Muskie Lecture – November 11, 1982 

 

Folder 3: Edmund S. Muskie Lecture – November 11, 1982 

 



Folder 4: Administrative Material Through Heins Lecture – December 1, 1983 

 

Folder 5: Correspondence, Etc. Through Heins Lecture – December 1, 1983 

 

Folder 6: A. James Heins Lecture – December 1, 1983 

 

Folder 7: Administrative Material Through Higher Education Forum Lecture – 

October 25, 1984 

 

Folder 8: Correspondence, Etc. Through Higher Education Forum Lecture –  

October 25, 1984 

 

Folder 9: Higher Education Forum Lecture – October 25, 1984 

 

Folder 10: Administrative Material Through Kissinger Lecture – December 6, 1985 

 

Folder 11: Correspondence, Etc. Through Kissinger Lecture – December 6, 1985 

 

Folder 12: Henry Kissinger Lecture – December 6, 1985 

 

Folder 13:  Jeane Kirkpatrick Lecture – November 3, 1987 

 

Folder 14: Porter McKeever Lecture – October 3, 1989 

 

Folder 15:  Administrative Materials, Correspondence, Etc. Through Heath Lecture – 

October 13, 1991 

 

Folder 16: Sir Edward Heath Lecture – October 13, 1991 

 

Folder 17:  Administrative Materials, Correspondence, Etc. Through Mary Robinson 

Lecture – April 18, 2006 

 

Folder 18:  Administrative Materials, Correspondence, Etc. Through Ken Burns Lecture 

– November 1, 2007 

 

Folder 19:  Administrative Materials, Correspondence, Etc. Through David Brooks 

Lecture – September 24, 2013 

 

Folder 20:  Administrative Materials, Correspondence, Etc. Through Mohamed 

ElBaradei Lecture – September 30, 2015 

 

Folder 21:  Administrative Materials, Correspondence, Etc. Through Theresa Payton 

Lecture – October 29, 2018 

 

Folder 22: Administrative materials, Correspondence, Etc. Through Dr. Vandana Shiva 

Lecture – April 16, 2019 



 

Folder 23: 1965 Tax Forms and Incidents 

 

Folder 24:  1966 Tas Forms and Incidents 

 

Folder 25: 1967 Tax Forms and Incidents 

 

Folder 26: 1968 Tax Forms and Incidents 

 

Folder 27: 1969 Tax Forms and Incidents 

 

Folder 28:  1970 Tax Forms and Incidents 

 

Folder 29:  1971 Tax Forms and Incidents 

 

Folder 30:  2013 Tax Forms 

 

Folder 31: 2014 Tax Forms 

 

Folder 32: 2015 Tax Forms 

 

Folder 33:  Bank Records – August 20, 1965 to April 30, 1968 

 

Folder 34: Bank Records – May 31, 1968 to December 31, 1970 

 

Folder 35:  Bank Records – January 30, 1971 to January 31, 1973 

 

Folder 36:  Investment Documents – 1965 to 1967 

 

Folder 37:  Investment Account Book and Signature Card 

  

Folder 38:  Financial Statements – 1980 to 1981 

 

Folder 39:  Financial Statements – 1982 to 1983 

 

Folder 40:  Financial Statements – 1984 to 1985 

 

 

 

 


