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Nothing at all about the TV miniseries AMERIKA! 
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a Rat 

You'r e a Rat all the way 

From your first sleazy deal 

To your last power play 

When you're a Rat 

You've got powerful friends 

You can do what you want 

Th e means justify ends 
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"Mayor s e l l s  wes t  side for $ 2.5 0"--City of Bloomington 
and development tycoon conspire to gut neighborhood. 

"Panelogical pinheads"--Ratings on comic books are like 
hand cuffs on flowers. 
"Comic book heroine saves Central America"--Gues s  what 
this one's about. 

"Censors hip more dangerous than porn"--!& pornography 
harmful ? 
"Is that my p hone or their cash register ?"--Just another 
P hoebe rant and rave. 

"National Guard in Central America"--thanks Ron. 
"Polite dialog with Madigan ends in horror"--Local 
cons tituent gets the cold s houlder from Madigan. 

"Army wants peace group s out of high schools." 
"Civil rights march invades all-white town"--Changes 
coming for Cumming. "Platoon: Insight through murder." 

"Miscellaneous animal victories ( for once) "--Bob Barker 
treats animals better than women. 

"Attitude problems"--Self-defense book not as 
understanding as we'd like. 
"C alifornia dreamin ' 'bout leavin' "--
Representative Schroeder's p arental leave bill before· 
Congress. 

25¢ 
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.About us 
The Post Amerikan is an independent 
community newspaper providing 
information and analysis that is 
screened out of or downplayed by 
es tablishment news sources. We are a 
non-profit , worker-run collective that 
exists as an alternative to the 
corporate media. Decisions are made 
collec tively by s taff members at our 
regular meetings. 

We put out nine issues a year. Staff 
members take turns as "coordinator." 
All writing , typing , editing , 
p hotography, grap hic s ,  pasteup , and 
distribution are done on a volunteer 
basis. You are invited to volunteer 
your talents. 

Mos t  of our material and inspiration 
for material comes from the community. 
The Post Amerikan welcomes s torie s ,  
graphic s ,  photos , and news tips from 
our readers. If you ' d  like to j oin 
us , call 8 2 8-7 2 3 2  aii0. leave a mes s age 
on our answering machine. We will get 
back to you as soon as we c an. 

We like to print your letters. Try to 
limit yourself to the equivalent of 
two double-spaced typewritten pages. 
If you write a s hort , abusive letter , 
it's likely to get in pri�t. Long, 
abusive letters ,  however ,  are not 
Jikely to get printed. Long, 
brilliantly-written, non-abusive 
letters may, if we see fit , be printed 
as articles. Be sure to tell us if 
you don ' t  want your letters printed. 

16 The Underground Glutton An alternative newspaper depends very 
dir�ctly on a community of concerned 
people for existence. We believe that 

14-15 Community News , Letter s ,  and Classyfried Ads. it is very important to keep a paper 
like this around. If you think so 
too , then support us through 

==e1c:::::xac:=::::xi==::xac::::::xac::::::x1C::::::Xic:::::�u� contributions and by letting our 
advertisers know you saw their ads in 

the Post Amerikan. 

L The next deadline for submitting Post 

Good numbers material is March 2 6 ,  1987. . 

I I 
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Alcoholics Anonymous . . . . • •  � • • . •  828-5049 
American Civil Liberties Union.454--7723 
Bloomington Housing Authority • .  829-336 0  
Clare House (Catholic Workers) .828-4035 
Community for Social Action .... 452-486 7  
Connection House . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 829-5 71-1 
Countering Domestic Violence . • .  827-4005 
Dept. Children/Family Services.828-0022 
Draft Counseling . . • . . . . . . . • • • . .  452-5046 
HELP (transportation for senior 

citizens, handicapped) . • . . . •  828-8301 
Ill. Dept of Public Aid . . . . • . . .  827-46 21 
Ill. Lawyer Referral ••..•.. 800-252-8916 
Kaleidoscope . . • • • . . • . . • . • . • • • . •  828-734 6 
McLean Co. Health Dept . . . • . . . . .  454-116 1  
Mid Central Community Action • . •  829-06 91 
Mobile Meals . • . • • . • . • • • . . . • . . . •  828-8301 
McLean County Center for 

Human Services • . • • • • . . • • . .  827-5351 
National Health Care Services-

abortion assistance, 1-800-322-16 22 
Nuclear Freeze coalition . • • • • • .  828-4195 
Occupational Development 

Center . . . • • . . . • . • . . . . . . • . .  828-7324 
Operation Recycle . . . • . . . . . . • . . .  829-0691 
Parents Anonymous . . • . . . . . . . . . . .  827-4005 
PATH: Personal Assistance Telephone 

Help . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . • . . .  827-4005 
Or . . • . . . • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . .  8 00-322-5015 

Phone Friends . . . • . . • . • • . . . . . . . .  827-4008 
Planned Parenthood . . . •  medical • .  827-4014 

bus/couns/educ .. 827-436 8  
Post Amerikan • • • • • . . . . . • • . •  828-7232 
Prairie State Legal Service . . • •  827-5021 
Prairie Alliance . • . • . . . . . . . • • . .  828-8249 
Project Oz • • . . • • • . . . . . • • . • • • . . .  827-0377 
Rape Crisis Center . • . . . • • • • • . • •  827-4805 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center .. 827-5428 
TeleCare (senior citizens) • • . • .  828-8301 
Unemployment comp/job service .. 827-6 237 
United Farmworkers support • • • • •  452-5046 
UPIC • • . . . • • • • • • • . . . . . • • • • • • . . . •  827-402 6 

Moving? 
When you move , be sure to send us your 
new address so your subscription gets 
to you. Your Post Amerikan will not 
be forwarded (it's like j unk mail--no 
kidding!). Fill out this handy form 
with your new addres s  and return it 
to u s ,  P.O. Box 345 2 ,  B loomington , 
I4' 6 1 702. 

Name: 

S treet: 

City/S tate/Zip:_ 

Thanks 
This is sue is in your hands thanks to 
Sue (coordinator ) ,  Laurie D . ,  Laurie H., 
Dave , Melis sa,  Deborah , Val , Chris , 
Laurie S., Clarenc e ,  J.T., Susie , Peg , 
Margaret ,  Bumper , Ralp h ,  Kay, Randy, 
Bill W. , Tim, Jan, C arrol, Marty, and 
Cathy. 

Special thanks to Mark Johnson for 
creative and dogged work on the Post 
Amerikan Benefit. 

Post Sellers 
BLOOMINGTON 
Amtrack Station, 1200 W. Front 
The Back Porch, 402 N. Main 
Bloomington Public Library (in front) 
Bus Depot, 533 N. East 
Common Ground, 516 N. Main 
Front and Center Building 
Hit Shed, 103 E. Mulberry 
Law and Justice Center, W. Front St. 
Lee Street (100 N.) 
Main and Miller streets 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 
Mike's Market, 1013 N. Park 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
Nierstheimer Drugs, 1302 N. Main 
Pantagraph (front of building), 

301 W. Washington 
Tne Park Store, Wood & Allin 
People's Drugs, Oakland & Morrisey 
Red Fox, 918 w. Market 
Susie's Cafe, 6 02 N. Main 
U. S. Post Office, 1511 E. Empire 

(at exit) 
U. S. Post Office, Center & Monroe 
Upper Cut, 409 N. Main 
Wash House, 6 09 N. Clinton 
Washington and Clinton streets 

NORMAL 
!SU University Union , 2nd floor 
Hovey Hal l ,  ISU ( in front) 
Midstate Truck Plaza,  U.S. 51 north 
Mother Murphy's , 111 North St. 
North & Broadway, southeast corner 
White Hen Pantry, 2 0 7  Broadway 

( in front) 
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Early April fools . 

Mayor sells west side for $2.50 
A large section of the west side was 
recently declared a TIF district (Tax 
Increment Financing District) . 

Why? Supposedly, after Snyder's 
finished developing a truck stop and 
whatnot, he'll pay taxes on the land 

This means that the City of Blooming
ton acquires the land, moves everybody 
out of their homes in the name of 
eminent domain and condemnation, and 
sells the land to developer Jack 
Snyder cheap ($ 5  an acre!) . 

at full value (significantly more than 
$ 5 /acre), providing revenue for the 
city. Also, the City would like us to 
believe that the deal will provide 
urgently needed development in the West 
Market St . area . West siders disagree, 
as the adjoining article explains . 

In a surprise announcement �oday, 
Bloomington Mayor Jesse Smart told 
a stunned community that he had sold 
the entire west side of Bloomington 
to developer Jack Snyder for $2. 50. 

Previously Smart had raised the ire 
of west side residents by selling a 
large tract for $5 an acre to the 
wealthy developer, forcing a number 
of families to relocate . 

Snyder plans to use the first segment �- 11171""" .... ' 
to build a truck stop, once the 
families' homes are demolished, to 
compete with the existing truck stop 
and six restaurants �nd five gasoline 
stations already on West Market Street. 

Coincidentally, the announcement of 
the first sale in December came after 
Snyder purchased the "Mayor's Christmas 
Tree, " which was lit by the beaming 
mayor a few days be�0re Christmas . 
This second announcement comes close on 
the heels of the purchase of the 
"Mayor's Easter Bunny" by Snyder . 

Snyder's plans for the large area of 
family homes is still unclear. 
Initial speculation is that he will 
convert the neighborhoods into an 
amusement park . 

"Everyone has always considered the 
west siders and their strange habits, 
well, quaint, " said the developer's 
office. 

Planned themes for the amusement park 
include a "hillbilly heaven" in the 
West Front Street area, a "back of 
the plantation" Southern motif around 
Sunnyside, and a European "Hungarian 
Village" in the northwest corner . 

City government condoned the move, 
saying that most "west siders do 
just fine, they'll just have to get 
used to tourists in their neighbor
hood living room. " Economic develop
ment was promised too, as the Mayor 
assured angry residents that those 
non- Japanese speakers who don't get 
jobs in the auto plant can "sell 
lemonade" in the new theme park. 

****** 

The above satire expresses the 
frustration a lot of the west side 
folks are feeling these days, seeing 
part of their neighborhood sold to a 
high-rolling, well-financed developer 
for a quick and easy $5 an acre . 

The current admir.istration in City 
Hall justifies the move, saying that 
Jack Snyder had to put up $400,000 
in bonds before the City approved the 
move, that three other developers were 
offered the same package, and that 
somehow, because of this truck stop, 
west siders will finally get their 
grocery store. 

Everyone knows that some change was 
corning with Diamond-Star Motors . 
Many people were willing to accept 
that, in the hope that the resulting 
new jobs would help restore a blue
collar neighborhood that's been hard
hit during the past six years of 
Reaganomics. 

What makes people angry are the 
usual things that would make anyone 
angry. Local residents weren'� 
consulted on the move, and an already 
wealthy tleveloper is getting fat 
breaks, turning the City into his 
eviction �gency at the same time . 

If Jack Snyder really wanted a truck 
stop on West Market, he could have it. 
There is vacant land on both the north 
and south sides of the street, both 
sides of the interstate. If families 
had to be moved, let him pay them 
enough to make the move enticing . 

Instead, the City can now use all the 
powers of government and eminent do
main, the strength of the courts and 
law enforcement, to clear land for 
Jack Snyder . "Eminent domain" means 
someone can be moved if the move is 
"for the greater good of the communi
ty. " A truck stop might be nice for 
Snyder's pocketbook, and will offer 
over-the- road truckers a choice 
between Union 76's bland food and 
Snyder's bland food, but little 
benefit "for the greater good" is 
apparent . 

At the same time, City Hall promises 
a shopping center and grocery store 
are not far behind . That's great, but 
what do these things have to do with 
a truck stop? 

Land ·is starting to tighten up around 
West Market, and I'm sure Jack Snyder 
would 

·
have had to pay other developers 

a pretty penny to get a prime site-
this way he gets people's homes and 
the city to do the dirty work. 

The0current "development" craze needs 
careful planning . It's great when an 
auto plant, IRS office or State Farm 
expansion can bring more jobs. Second 
thoughts are needed, however, every 
time a developer wants to throw up 
another restaurant, motel, or gas 
station. 

We don'� need the west side turned 
into the automotive maze that the 
east side is. Even with its prosperi
ty the Veterans Parkway strip still 
hosts numerous buildings that change 
their shingle every two or three 
months, unable to stay in business . 
One town can support only so many 
awful restaurants . 

Many people castigated west siders 
after neighborhood opposition 
developed over MARC Center building 
a group home on the northwest side . 
East side attorneys put words in 
people's mouths, saying that west 
siders were worried about property 
values and were prejudiced against 
the handicapped . 

If you know the west side, you know 
neither is true . What brought on 
the protest was a feeling of being 
used and neglected . It's great that 
MARC Center provides housing and 
programs: many of us have family 

!living in their homes--but have you 
'ever noticed where their homes are 
located? You wouldn't find any next 
door to east side condos and split
levels. 

When west siders opposed the group 
home and the asph0lt plant, they were 
trying to say "enough . "  Property 
value was not a concern; you don't 
live on the west side if your concern 
is property value . You live on the 
west side because it's affordable, 
it's family, and it's comfortable . 
At the same time, west siders are also 
concerned about their neighborhood 
and appreciate a voice and consulta
tion in their own future . City Hall 
and east siders might think us back
wards, but we do like our voice heard 
before we see the bulldozer at our 
front door. 

The same outrage at being used and 
neglecited, besides �eeing blind 
stealing taking place at taxpayer 
expense, is what is fueling current 
protest over Snyder's truck stop. 

When Diamond-Star announced its plant 
site, you didn't see the cities using 
eminent domain to clear f arnilies and 
landowners . Instead, a pretty price 
was paid and some folks made off with 
a nice little bundle in exchange for 
their land. 

It costs, but then, that's "develop
ment . "  If west siders have to move, 
they should be given the same options 
as wealthy landowners, and have their 
bundle to show, too . Someone is going 
to be making big bucks off theiL 
former homesite, so residents have a 
right to share in future profits, 
just like Snyder . 

The prospect of more jobs is always 
great, but let's not destroy afford
able family housing in the process . 
And let's think twice before erecting 
more flim-flam restaurants and gas 
pumps, especially at the expense of 
established neighborhoods . But most 
of all, if developers want develop
ment, let them pay for it, and not use 
City Hall as their bulldozer and 
eviction agency . 

--A lonely cry from the west 
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Censorship in comics 

Panelogical pinheads 
I t  never fails: give an arti s t  enough 
room to expre s s  themselv e s  and b efore 
you can say Thomas Bowdler,  you got an 
energetic group of "moral " pinhead s 
t rying to tak e that ro om away from 
'em.  Late s t  group of creators to b e  
targ e t ed b y  members o f  the c ensorshi p 
blo c? Why , c omi c book arti s t s , o f  
cours e . 

You read abou t them las t  i s su e i n  the 
Po s t's spe cial S tate  o f  C omic Book s 
Suppl ement- -and perhaps i n  a group of 
Sunday art i cl e s  i n  the lat ecomer 
PantagraPh--the new s tream of alt er
native comi c s  that have grown i n  
commercial vi abili ty with t h e  spurt 
of c omi c s  shop s :  t i tles lik e Love and 
Ro ck e t s , Raw , Elek tra : A s sa s si n ,  
Wat chmen , and mo re ; ti tle s  produ c ed 
for a more adult read er than your 
average i s su e of Spi d erman ; t i tl e s  
tha t  have i nd i vi dually managed to pi s s  
c ertain read ers o f f  ju s t  becau s e  they 
'don ' t  pand er to the sixth grad e level 
mentali ty of the basic mainstream 
comi c book . 

The story ' s  a familiar one . I n  the 
1950s , c om i c  books fac ed publi c 
c ond emnation du e to the prevalenc e and 
populari ty o f  crime and horro r comi c s ,  
an ou t cry tha t  led t o  the k ind o f  
S enat e  hearings that have currently 
g o t  the record i ng i ndu stry sweat i ng . 
The c omi c book i ndu stry ' s  respo n s e? 
A s elf-impo s ed comi c book c od e  wi th 
r e st ri c ti ons that were probably 
harsher than any ou t s i d e  agency 
would ' ve drawn . 

Comics code 

The comi c s  c o d e  au tho rity has been 
u s ed on mains tream comi c s  to thi s day , 
though i t s  gui d elines  have lo o s ened 
somewhat s i n c e  the times when even a 

mention of d rugs , for example , wa s 
consid ered a no-no . ( As an exampl e 
o f  how rid i culou s the code ' s 
restri c ti ons were , an i s su e of 
Spid e rman i n  the lat e  60s was pri nted 
without the code s eal when Marvel 
Comi c s  ran a cau t ionary s equence about 
the dangers o f  LSD . The s equ enc e wa s 
no different from the moroni c anti
drug pro paganda film s  prevalent i n  
scho ol s  at t h e  time , but c o d e  
o fficial s  w e r e  m o r e  conc e rned about 
subject and no t c on t en t . )  

I n  att empting to forestall ou t sid e 
contro l ,  c omi c b o o k  publi shers 
effec tively ghet toized the ar+.form for 
years by surrend ering to the 
a s sumptions that 1 . ) all c omi c bouKs 
were for k id s  and 2.) all comi c book 
read ers needed their d eli cate  li t tle 
psych e s  pro t e c t ed. 

The und erground c omi c s  movement 
changed tha t , as did a growing 
cons t i tu ency of mainstream c omi c book 
read ers who went into the i r  adulthoo d  
ei the� rememb e ri ng pre-c o d e  comi c 
work no stalgi cally o r  wi shing t o  
c ontinu e  t h e  c omi c book hab i t  wi thou t 
having to feel chi ld i sh about i t . Few 
of the comic s produc ed today for the 
comi c  shop consumer carry the c o d e  
seal , bu t ,  th en , their i n t end ed 
audi ence wouldn ' t  have i t  any o ther 
way . 

Mo s t  are pri c ed b eyond the mean s  of 
your average young k i d  ( where mai n
s tream superhero c omi c s  go for 7 5¢ 
thes e  days , an i s su e of the limi ted-

seri e s  t i tle Elek tra , for ins tanc e ,  
c o s t s  $1 . 75) and are packaged for a 
more Yuppifi ed aud i enc e . 

Strong objections 
That hasn't stopped c ertain s egments 
of the quasi -li terate population 
from o bjecting to thei r mere pre s enc e ,  
however . Foremo s t  wi th the ballyho o 
has b e en S t eve Geppi , presid ent of a 
comi c book di s tribu ti on c ompany named 
Di amond Comi c Di s tri bu to rs . St eve's 

bigge s t  bone of cont ent i on has b e en 
the ni nth i s su e of Ecli pse Comi c s' 
Miracleman, whi ch c ontained a graphi c  
d epi c ti on o f  chi ldbi rth .  Fantagraphi c s  
Captain � # 5 ,  a funny animal c omi c 
that contained a s c ene wi th boy and 
gi rl animals fondling each o ther ; and 
Fantagraphi cs' � And.  Rockets # 1 9 , 
whi ch contained a tame two -panel s e
qu enc e d e pi c ting o ral s ex . All thre e 
of the c omi c s  contained an "adult s 
only " advi sory on the front covers, 
even though the i r  material was fai rly 
mi ld c ompared to work that has appeared 
in und erground ti tle s , but that hasn't 
stopped them from rai sing Geppi' s  i re. 
" Personallv , I am get tine: si r.k: and 
t i red of mak i ng excu s e s  for i rre spon-
sible publishers , "  he wri t e s  in a 

\ • . I ( 
•· · ) �' 

ci rcular di stribu ted to c omi c s  re
tailers . Sure i s  rough d ealing wi th 
tho s e  arty type s , eh S teve? 

The ci rcula r ,  s ent ou t in lat e  Fall 
of 8 6 ,  wa s in part s timula t ed by the 

_at t enti o n  being pai d to comi c s  by 
several i sola t ed pack ets  of news 
medi a . In O c tober,  Washington DC 
CBS affili a t e  WU SA d evo ted two days 
of t e evee news f eature time to the 
"si ck hero e s " of mod ern c omi c s . 

DREAM TH 

Focu si ng on Marvel Comi c s ' Elektra: 
Assassin seri es ,  WU SA's alarmi s t  news 
reporter catalogu ed s c enes of atroci ty 
and vi olenc e in the book s ,  then follow
ed with an i n tervi ewed parent who s e  six
year-old boy happened to look at the 
book i n  a comi c book sho p .  

Also i nt ervi ewed i n  the s e ri e s? 
Diamond d i s tributor Geppi , abhorring 
the si tuati on wi th i rresponsible 
arti s t s  and publi shers . 

While the abo ve ti tle s  have had thei r 
share of cri ti cal acclaim (some in 
las t  month's Po s t , i n  fac t) ,  as well as 
po s i t i ve publi c i ty ,  moneymen lik e 
Geppi have b e en growing more vo cal 
o ver the las t  six months abou t thei r 
unea s e  wi th the produ c t .  What's 
really on the line i s  the fear that 
d i s t ri bu to rs and s to re owners have of 
being nailed for s elling something 
that might be objectionable to the 
morali ty armi e s .  Mo s t  comi c sho p re
tailers come from a background that 
would lik e  to forget the comi c book 
und erground even exist ed; they prefer 
the i r  comi c book s ex und e rcover and 
bound by conventionali ty , whi le 
vi olenc e i s  mainly mask ed by i mpa ct 
li ne s'� Tho s e  few comi c s  that manage 
to s t ep over the i r  bound s are di s com
fi ting and percei ved as po t entially 
dangerou s .  

To dat e ,  none o f  the nati onal nabobs 
of mo rali ty have cho s en t o  attack the 
comi c s  indu s t ry , bu t that hasn't 
stopped the Geppi s from t rumpe ti ng 
th e i r  imminent appearanc e .  Whether 
the indu s try , in the form of big 
league publi shers lik e  Marvel or 
ind epend ents lik e  Ecli ps e and Fanta
graphi cs will cho o s e  to engage i n  
anti c i patory reins-pulling o r  no t i s  
st ill unknown at pre s ent . I f  i t  d o e s  
cho o s e  t o  s tart self- c enso ring even 
i t s  adults-only ti tle s--well , hi s t o ry 
shows what has happened when a bunch 
of paranoi d  publi shers try to pro t e c t  
thems elve s :  ins tant regressi o n .  

Bu t at least St eve Geppi won' t have to 
go around apologi zi ng for hi s comic 
books anymore . 

BS87 

COMICS SPECIALTY SHOP 
OPEN llam · 6pm mon. ·sat. 

Where Adventure Begins New Comics in 2:00 p.m. Thursdays 
Wide Selection of British & Japanese Imports 

10% off All Role Playing Games 
Underground Comix 

Wide Selection of Posters 

1···············����··················, 
: Bring in this coupon : ·• . ; and get a FREE COMIC BOOK ; 
• • 
: Limit $2.00 Limit 1 : 
• E . • ; xp1res April 15 ; 
• • 
•.............•.•••...........•.•.•.•. : 

101 s. linden 
normal, ill.· 61761 
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i i 
1 Colllic books: ! l I 
! What's what? 1 I : 

Com ic book heroi ne saves 
Central America 

. I I i I i ! For those unfamiliar with the types of i 
i comics being produced today, the fol- i i lowing division would be probably help- I 
' ful : i � i i 1.) Mainstream : the bulk load of the i !. comics industry ; produced by companies !. 
i that are pieces of a conglomerate (DC i i is owned by Warner Communications, for i : instance) ; primarily devoted to super- 1· ! 
I heroes and humor aimed at a pre-teen i i market ; available at bookstores, s uper- I \ markets, and neighborhood Mom and Pop I 
i stores. (Examples : Spiderman, Batman, I i Donald Duck. ) I I I I 2 . )  Alternative : an outgrowth of the I I growinq com i c  shop phenomenon as we l l  I I as critical interest in comic book \ i i. art ; produced by independents pri-i I i marily, though both Marvel and DC have I i their line of direct market titles ; I \ a broader spectrum of s ubject matter I \ (though still depres singly overfilled i 
i with superheroes) aimed at a teen i i and older audience ; primarily available 1 
i through comic book shops. (Examples : i 11'. Elektra, Love And Rockets, Miami Mice.) i I l 3 . )  Underground : counter-cultural i 
i 1. 
I comix born of the sixties ;  produced by i 
I independents who have stubbornly hung i i on into the eighties ;  a much more per- I 
I sonal s treet-level orientation to s ub- i 
I jects a imed at adu l t  audienc e s ; availctbl e  \ 
i at comic shops (though usually behind i i counter) or through mail order. (Ex- I 
i arnples : F urry Freak Bro s ., Gay Comix, I i Weirdo, Zap!.) \ i l i I 
L..-.���-··-··-··-·���·-·-··-·-·�-.. -·-·-·�-·.:-.. -.. ..i 

1956 1957 1961 

• --"" "- \lOLl 
,,. t 111112 North St. �� 452-6712 

� . 

Here ' s  the premise : "An e vil mon s ter 
h a s  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  mind of t h e  n e x t  
pre sid e n t  of the United S t a t e s, and a 
p s ychotic ninja a s s a s sin is the only 
person who k no w s  this and can s top 
it." Pre t ty s t a n d ard comic book fare, 
but add this detail� t h e  ninja is a 
wom an. A p s ychopa thic bitch, 
according to Fra n k  Mil ler, the crea tor 
of Elec tra :  A s s a s sin. 

Bill Sie n kie wic z, re spon sible for 
E l e k tra ' s  art work, d e s cribes the 
seriesa s " • • •  pun k • • •  Ne w Wav e . 
I t ' s  coun t erculture. Very political." 
As d e pic ted in the serie s, the world 
i s  a pre t t y  g rim pla c e  w h ere it is 
h ard to differen tiate be t ween good and 
evil--you k now, kind of like real 
life. The c h aracters face moral 
dile m m a s  of m ajor proportions, and 
reality is subjec t  to the perspec tive 
of the c h arac ter perceiving it. 

S tron g  political themes pervade 
Elec k tra. The h eroine w a s  the vic tim 
of child a buse, eventually e nding up 
in an insane asylum, the victim of 
brutal shoc k tre a t m e n t s. This Cen tral 
Ameri k an m a dhouse is under the con trol 
of t h e  United S t a t e s  govern m e n t  a s  
part of i t s  covert operation, a nd the 
re s t  of the s tory builds on our 
h eroin e ' s  a t te m p t s  to sqbvert t h a t  
opera tion . 

The s tory line t a k e s  on more irony with 
each n e w  revela tion in the Iran -Con tra 
affair. The evil politician is a 
blend of Ronald Reagan and Richard 
Nixon, a nig h t m are in itself, and h a s  
only t wo e xpre s sions, serious and 
s miling. No m a t ter w h a t  ang l e  his 
body is turned to, he al ways faces t h e  
reader. His band of bureaucra t s  
freely u s e  all forms of persua sion, 
including drug s, torture, and murder, 

Videos Posters 

Jewelry Tapestries 

Tour Shirts Buttons 

Rockin' this town 

since 1968 

197'4 1979 1980 1981 1982 

to further t heir cause. Tha t  could n ' t  
really h appen h ere, cou ld i t ?  

For the comic g e e k, there i s  plenty of 
superna tura l ac tion, gre a t  big guns, 
and t hings blowing up real good. 
Ele k tra ' s  m ale com panion is a sort of 
buffoonish e x - secre t a g e n t, dra wn a s  a 
super macho caricature of Charles 
Bron son, usually wielding a gigan tic 
w e a pon of s o m e  sort. He i s  no m a t c h  
for Elek tra, though, and t h e y  form a n  
allian c e  t h a t  eventua lly turns into 
roma nce� The -0nly truly objec tive 
c h ara c t e r  in t h e  s erie s is a f e m ale 
agent n a med C h a s tity, d e sribed as  "a 
heroic bure aucra t." She ' s  a s trong, 
tough, by - t h e -book s ecre t agent who 
t rie s t o  work for good w i t hin t h e  
sy s t em. 

As for Ele k tra herself, this is no 
role model in the mode of Wonder 
Woman. She w al k s  the line between 
good and e vil, usually e nding up on 
the good side but bringin g all manner 
of c h aos in h er w a ke. S h e  is not 
fig h ting e vil for the force s  of good, 
but r a t h er for re v e n g e  for w h a t  h a s  
been done to her in t h e  p a s t. Her 
e motion s, as w ell as her eyes, are 
kept shrouded from the readers, who 
a r e  l e ft to fill in a f e w  pie c e s  for 
them se l v e s  • 

Perh aps even more s triking than the 
plot lin e s  is the art work in Ele k tra. 
Sien k ie wic z h a s  t a k e n  a mixed media 
approach, using w a tercolor, pencil, 
and collage for a surrea l  visua l 
effect. Deep red s  pervade throughout, 
giving the visualiza tion a very 
e motional, pa s siona t e  feel. The 
arti s t  ad mit s to h aving been very 
influenced by David Lynch ' s  
Era serh e ad, and wor k s  for t h a t  
"repul sion- a t traction force" that 
m a k e s  t h e  reader uncomfort a ble but 
a t tracted a t  the same time; 

This is no a vera g e  comic book. It 
isn ' t  s e xist, it take s  a s trong 
political s tand without being 
righ teous or rea c tionary, and it is 
demanding of the reader. Though 
e x tre m e l y  violent, t h e  violence is not 
roma n ticiz ed but rather shown for w h a t  
i t  i s - -ugly and painful for the victim 
and some tim e s  e ven the perpe tra tor. 
Ele k tr a :  As sassin doe s for comics w h a t  
Pla toon doe s  for war movies. 

A side note : E l e k tra creator Fran k  
Miller is one o f  t h e  comic crea tors 
who h a ve refused to work on any comics 
under the n e w  rating s y s t e m  (see 
accom panying article). 

--LH 
(Source s : Amazing Heroe s, v. 89, 
and Com ic s  In tervie w, 134)� 
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Censorship m o re dangerous than 
I t  is a widely held view that those 
who read pornographic material are 
more likely to commit sex offenses, 
because they learn to see such 
behavior as rewarding or because 
the reading stimulates them to act 
upon their sexual fantasies. 

This idea is completely false. None 
of the scientific studies on the 
causes of child abuse or violence 
within the family show that porn has 
led, in any way, to these harmful 
results. In a recent interview, 
editor Christie Hefner adds that the 
controversial Meese report "attempts 
to manipulate people's real concern 
about these social problems by con
vincing them that sexual images are 
to blame for sexual crimes. It 
attempts to fight complex social 
ills with simple prejudices." 

It is true that pornography arouses 
people--although not all are affect
ed, and those that are affected 
respond in different ways. �hose 
most likely to be aroused sexually 
by porn are the young, the college
educated, the religiously inactive, 
and the sexually experienced. Most 
men are aroused; women often experi
ence arousal mixed with guilt and 
disgust. 

The point is that exposure to porn 
rarely causes any major changes in 
the viewer's sexual behavior, except 
for short-term increases in mastur
bation or sexual intercourse with 
regular partners. No effects on 
sexual morality have been found, nor 
is there evidence that porn causes 
sex crimes. 

In fact, the legalization of porn in 
Denmark in 1966 preceded a decline in 
arrests for sex crimes, anywhere from 
a 56% decline in arrests for exhibi
tionism to an 80% decline for voyeur
ism. These declines are not trivial. 
The arrest rates may be partly due 
to a higher tolerance of such behav
ior, but the statistics show that the 
legalization of pornography has re
duced sex crimes in Denmark. 

Obscenity defined 

During a study in 1973 which looked 
at exposure to porn by several groups, 
there was no clear-cut pattern of 
antisocial sexual activity following 
arousal by pornography. Erotic 
material was a factor in a few of 
the offenses, but sex crimes are more 
likely to be associated with lowered 
inhibitions due to alcohol consump
tion, rejection by wives or lovers, 
and talking with friends who suggest 
crimes. Perhaps we should outlaw 
alcohol and marriage to reduce sex 
offenses? Or maybe legalize prosti
tution? 

Fortunately, we still have a semi-free, 
semi-sensible government. In 1967, 
Congress created a national commission 
on obscenity and pornography to study 
the matter. In 1970, the commission 
reported finding no reliable evidence 
that porn caused crime among adults or 
delinquency among younger people. The 
commission recommended repeal of all 
laws prohibiting the sale of porno
graphy to consenting adults. Apparent
ly, some one or some group stifled all 
action on this report. 

In 1973, the Supreme Court developed 
new guideli'nes for judging whether 
material is obscene, in the case.of 
Miller v. California. According to 
the guidelines, material can be con
sidered obscene "l) If the average 
person, applying contemporary comm�ni
ty standards, finds that the material, 
taken as a whole, appeals to the 
prurient interest; 2) If the material 
shows in a clearly offensive way, 
sexual conduct specifically defined 
as obscene by law; and 3) If the 
material lacks serious literary, 
artistic, political, or scientific 
value. " These are the standards, 
much debated in the intervening years, 
which are still in use today. 

Censorship is the control of what 
people may see or hear, write or 
read, or see or do. When a govern
ment or a private group feels endan
gered by free expression, it often 
turns to censorship to protect its 
basic beliefs. In the United States, 
the Bill of Rights and the Supreme 
Court are supposed to serve as checks 
on unlimited censorship. The following 
is an advertisement in a popular 
national magazine attempting to bolster 
our flagging rights: 

CENSORHIP CAN MAKE THE WORLD 
A BETTER PLACE 

Censorship can make your life 
easier. When somebody else makes 
decisions about what you can read 
and see and hear, you don't have 
to think as much. 

Censorship can cure the world of 
problems like violent crime and 
child abuse. If you believe 
information and ideas cause 
problems--instead of people. 

Censorship can help everyone agree. 
If you weren't free to read or hear 
dissenting opinions, or to express 
your own, it would be a lot easier 
to agree . . .  just as easy as it was 
in Nazi Germany, or as it is today 
in Cuba, Iran, and the Soviet Union. 

Once we make exceptions to the 
freedoms guaranteed us under the 
First Amendment, anything can 
happen. Ten years ago, the city 
of Miami banned Mother Goose. 
Other victims have included 
Shakespeare, and even Ms. magazine. 

Right now, some Americans are 
trying to abridge your constitu
tional freedoms so they'll be able 
to choose what books and magazines 
you read, television shows you see. 

As an American, you have the freedom 
to say NO to censorship. Say it 
today--tomorrow may be too late. 
Freedom is everybody's business. 

It is certainly a powerful ad, but 
many, many more books than those 
mentioned have been banned--recently. 
Due to the recent Meese Commission's 
report on pornography, Waldenbooks 
published a list of 52 books that have 
been "challenged, burned, or banned 
somewhere in the United States during 
the last fifteen years. " Here are 
just a few of these books and the 
reasons that so�e individuals <lecided 
that we should not be allowed the 
individual choice of whether or not 
to read them. 

* The Color Pu�ple, hy Alice Walker. 
"TroublL1g ideas about race relations, 
;-,i.'".·r,' s relationship to God, African 
history, and human sexuality. " 1984. 

* Flo�ers for Algernon, by Daniel 
Keyes. "Explicit, distasteful love 
scenes. " 1981. 

* Lord of the Flies, by William 
Golding-:- "Demoralizing as it implies 
that man is little more than an animal." 
1981. 

* Ordinary People, by Judith Guest. 
"Obscene, " "Depressing. � 1982. 

* The Shining, by Stephen King. 
"Contains violent and demonic posses
sion and ridicules the Christian 
religion." 1985. 

So books that have troubling ideas, 
depressing chapters, religious criti
cism, or love scenes should be burned. 
Well, that certainly does not leave 
too much, does it? Is there a method 
to all this madness? It appears there 
is. There are numerous possible 
excuses to justify censorship, but 
"moral censorship" is by far the most 
common. 

Rope Crisis Center 
of Mclean County 

WE'RE A NON-PROFIT VOLUNTEER GROUP WHOSE MAIN PURPOSE IS TO OFFER 
ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AND THEIR FRIENDS 
AND FAMILIES. 
FEMALE VOLUNTEERS ANSWER OUR CALLS, BUT BOTH MALE AND FEMALE 
VOLUNTEERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR CRISIS ASSISTANCE, INFORMATION AND 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS. 

If you want to talk to one of us 

Call PA TH 827-4005 

and ask for the 

Rope Crisis Center 



continues ... 

Many governments or groups try to 
protect their standards of morality 
by preventing people from learning 
about or following other standards 
S�me people believe they have the · 
right to force their values on others. 

Obs cenity 

In addition to the righteous indigna
tion aroused, obscenity prohibitions 
are believed by many persons to con
flict with the 1st and 14th Amendments 
to the U.S. Constitution, which say 
that there shall be no law abridging 
the freedom of speech or of the press. 
However, in Roth v. United States 
(1957), the Supreme Court ruled that 

"obscenity is not within the constitu
tionally protected speech or press." 

This holding, the first to deal 
specifically with the constitutional 
issue, was reaffirmed by the Court in 
1973 by a margin of five to four. On 
the other hand, the same court held 
in 1969 that prosecutions for the 
private possession of obscene material 
are unconstitutional. 

Many people are confused today about 
exactly what constitutes obscenity and 
what is legal. Even many lawyers and 
judges don't know exactly what to say 
when they are asked. One justice who 
knows his mind is Supreme Court Justice 
William Brennan. He wrote the dissent
ing opinion for Paris Adult Theater I 
v. Slaton, 413 U.S. 49 (1973). 

"If, as the Court today assumes, a 
state legislature may act on the 
assumption that commerce in obscene 
books or public exhibitions focused 
on obscene conduct, have a tendency 
to exert a corrupting and debasing 
impact leading to antisocial behavior, 
then IT IS HARD TO SEE HOW STATE
ORDERED REGIMENTATION OF OUR MINDS 
CAN EVER BE FORESTALLED. For if a 
State may, in an effort to maintain 
or create a particular moral tone, 
prescribe what its citizens cannot 
read or cannot see, then it would seem 
that in following the same objective 
a State could decree that its citizens 
MUST read certain books or MUST view 
certain films" (emphasis added) . 
Right on, judge! 

Bas ic rights 

Freedom of expression is one of the 
most basic of all our constitutional 
rights in this country. The limiting 
of this expression by censoring 
pornography would be just the begin
ing for all types of limitations, 
opening the door to continued censor
ship in the form of book burning, 
curtailing of religious freedom, 
elimination of free political thought, 
and diminishing many other of our 
most fundamental rights. 

I believe that pornography should not 
be censored when it involves consenting 
adults. Child porn is the only restric
tion I would place on what should 
otherwise be a completely free-ranging 
enterprise; all other pornography 
should be done with only the discretion 
of those directly involved to guide 
them. To support these claims, I 
refute the two most popular arguments 
supporting censorship of pornography-
the paternalistic argument and the 
principle of legal moralism. 

Moral ity 

The paternalistic argument says that 
the readers of porn will become 
emotionally, sexually, and morally 
crippled. Right from the beginning, 
proponents of this argument find that 
they�absolutely cannot prove, in any 
way, these ridiculous and irrational 
claims. Such an attempt (at this 
time) is akin to trying to prove the 
existence of God. In both of these 
arguments, we must assert that the 
burden of proof rests upon those 
attempting to prove a disputed claim, ' 
not upon those who maintain that the 
current state of affairs must be 
preserved. This is one of the basic 
postulates of sound logic. 

MASCULINITY FATHERING 

MILITARISM MEN'S HEALTH 
MEN & VIOONCE SPORTS POETRY 

ANTI-SEXIST POLITICS 
MAU SEXUALITY GAY ISSUES 

FEMINIST ANALYSIS SPIRITUALITY 

GAY/STRAIGHT INTERACTIONS 
ANTI-SEXIST MEN'S HISTORY 

Interested? 
Read all about it in Changif1$. Men
a nationwide journal of the anti-sexist 
merr'.5 mo�t. : 

R<1u!ar subsmp1ion 512 <•issues) 
S.mplc copy of current issue SJ.SO 

\ "'o \.s-""vict 
Ellis Corso Sr. 

ls�ues in Gender, Sex & Politics 
306 N. Brooks Madison, WI 53715 

GTE Mgr. 
827-1811 

Consenting adults 
Even if v1e DO assume that pornography 
possibly leads to emotional and moral 
crippling which, with all due respect, 
we cannot assume, then the State still 
has no legitimate right to prohibit 
consenting adults from viewing it. 
From the evidence that does exist, 
findings show that individuals tend 
to simply exhibit their natural 
tendencies after viewing porn--but 
in a heightened manner. If viewing 
these materials does cause a small 
minority of the populace to actually 
harm another person, then there are 
other legal avenues for retribution 
to be obtained. 

If, on the other hand, the State is 
attempting to force upon us conditions 
that will limit our own moral freedom, 
then it is definitely wrong. Those 
in power can always give some kind of 
argument alleging that a certain type 
of behavior causes oneself harm, 
especially if that harm is theoretical 
and nearly impossible to prove or 
measure. We must curb this atrocious 
intervention into our private moral 
and sexual freedom at every possible 
step. 

Individuals should have complete 
control over their own bodies and 
minds. But under the principle of 
legal moralism, the law may attempt 
to control or prevent what is con
sidered by the majority as "immoral 
behavior." This attempt is wrong. 
Although some individuals are unable 
to protect themselves from the myriad 
dangers present in this world, that 
is simply an unfortunate fact. 

The law guards us from harming others, 
but when it tries to stop us from 
harming ourselves, there is no place 
to draw a line. Many laws are already 
in effect to limit our ability to do 
what is considered as harm to our
selves. That does not mean they are 
right. To keep a few indiscreet 
individuals safe, the law is depriving 
the majority of us our freedom of 
choice. 

· Acceptable risk 

I believe that it is correct to allow 
human beings individually to choose 
whether or not they wish to place 
themselves within danger. Many laws 
presently permit far more dangerous 
activity than that which is outlawed 
Is skydiving dangerous? Does raceca� 
driving put one in harm's way 
unnecessarily? Is drinking and then 
swimming hazardous? All of these 
activities are purely for sport and 
the individual's personal enjoyment 
certainly not by any stretch of the

' 

imagination "necessary." 

If we don't stop this practice of 
lawmaking to "protect individuals 
from themselves," or at least draw 
a line somewhere, it will continue 
unabated until we are unable to read 
what we desire, unable to drive our 
own cars, and perhaps be prohibited 
from eating what we wish. Other 
people DO NOT have the right to stop 
me from doing to myself what I wish 
to do, as long as I risk harming 
no one but myself. That should be 
the most basic right of all--to do 
with one ' s  own mind and body whatever 
one desires. 

--Kent Kuszajewski 
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or 
. cash. regist�r? 

Like worldy-wise women, GTE is now 
selling what it used to put out for 
free. You probably noted with alarm, 
as I did, that ominous GTE envelope 
bearing on the outside the dreadful 
words, "PLEASE REPLY IMMEDIATELY TO 
THIS IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT YOUR 
TELEPHONE SYSTEM." 

Anyone who's been around the block 
knows that in GTEse, this means "OPEN 
YOUR CHECKBOOK AND WRITE US A CHECK 
FOR THE BALANCE SHOWN THEREIN OR YOU 
WILL HAVE A NASTY SURPRISE WHEN YOU 
'fRY TO CALL THE THEATER AB OUT WHEN THE 
MOVIE STARTS TONIGHT." 

Eventually, you' 11 do it. The 
Illinois Commerce Commission has given 
them the go-ahead to charge us 75 
cents extra a month to maintain the 
wires and jacks in our homes. 

Of course we don't have to pay--only 
if we want "GTE REPAIRCARE: A 
CONVENIENT EXTENDED WARRANTY PLAN FOR 
CONTINUED WORRY-FREE PHONE SERVICE." 
The letter tells us that "you can also 
decide against REPAIR CARE coverage, 
��d ��ke �� chances" (underlining 
mine). Hardly sounds convenient and 
worry -free, does it? 

You can either fix those wires and 
jacks yourself (if you like going to 
�he

.
hardware store and messing around 

inside your walls instead of finding 
out when the movie starts); you can � nvite a perfect (you hope) stranger 
in to poke around; or you can call in 
GTE "for a repair visit at the new 
standard charge of up to $70" (the 
going price of either keeping a 
starved child alive for 7 months or 
getting a salon perm that might wildly 
improve your life). 

Well, I grew up in Joliet and respond 
readily to Mafia logic, so I'm sending 
!!!.z card back saying "Yes" to REPAIR 
CARE. Besides,· if I don't decide 
before April 1, it'll cost an extra 
$10 to sign up. 

Over 1,000,000 Illinoisans got this 
hard-to-refuse offer; if all of them 
say yes, that's $9,000,000 extra 
dollars (the going price of a central 
american country) a year for GTE 
without any extra work. Who sai� no 
one writes effective letters any more? 

--Phoebe Caulfield 

We need writers! 
Send your 
main pains  

to the 
Post, P.O . 
Box 3452, 
Bloomington, 
IL, 61702. 

A hilarious cartoon histo� 
·of the good old U.S.A. 

By Estelle Carol.Rhoda Grossman 
and Bob Simpson 

·::��}�����:- ·�'- _, =I ·_=I =i l
:
·duced rates for multiple c�rie.) ;---....· ._.._..-"'J 
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Mobi l ize for 
justice & peace 

Ap r i l  2 5 , 2 6 , a n d  2 7  m a y be a n  
unco m fo r t a b l e  t h r e e d a y s  for t h e  p r o 
war , p r o - i n t e r ve n t i on ,  a n d  p r o 
Apa r t h e i d  f o r c e s  of t h e  U. S .  
gove r nme n t . 

· On S a t u r d a y  Apr i l  2 5 ,  t h e  Mob i l i z at i on 
for Jus t i ce and Peace i n  Ce n t r al 
Am e r i c a and Sou t h e r n  A f r i c a Coa l i t i on 
w i l l  h o l d  a m a r c h  a n d  r a l l y  i n  
Wash i n g ton , D.C. On Sunday Apr i l  26 
t h e r e  w i l l be an i n t e r f a i th wor sh i p  
ser v i c e  fol lowed b y  t r a i n i ng i n  non 
v i o l e n ce . On Monday , Ap r i l  2 7 ,  t h o s e  
membe r s  of t h e  coa l i t i on a n d  o t he r s  
who w i sh t o  par t i c i pa t e  a f t e r  Sunda y ' s  
t ra i n i n g w i l l engage i n  a 
demon s t r a t i on of non-v i o le n t  c i v i l  
d i sobed i e n c e . 

The Mob i l i z a t ion Coa l i t i on wou ld l i k e  
the gove r n m e n t  and t h e  people of t h e  
U.S. to k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a w a r e  o f  
our co�n t r y ' s  par t i c i pa t i on i n  many 
i l le g a l  and i m m o r a l  a c t s  in C e n t r a l  
Ame r i ca and i n  Sou t h e r n  A f r i ca. 

In Cen t r a l  Ame r i ca ou r gove r n m e n t  i s : 

- -Esca l a t i ng i t s t e r r o r i s m and w a r  
aga i n s t  t h e  peop l e  and gove r n m e n t  o f  
N icara g u a  t h r ough C IA-d i r ec ted Con t r a  
force s .  

--Prov i d i n g  ma s s i ve econo m i c  and 
m i l i ta r y  a i d to a gove r n m e n t  in El 
Sa lvado r  t h a t  i s  bom b i n g  i t s  o w n  
people , r e p r e s s i ng c h u r c h  a nd hu man 
r i g h t s  w o r k e r s ,  and p r o te c t i ng t h o s e  
g u i l t y  o f  g r o s s  v i o l at i on s  o f  human 
r i gh t s . 

--Tr an s fo r m i n g  i m pove r i s h e d  Hon d u r a s  
i n to a g i g an t i c m i l i t a r y  base f o r  u s e  
b y  U . S . , Con t r a ,  a n d  o t h e r  for e ig n  
for ce s .  

--Gr an t i ng m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  the 
Gua tamalan army that i s  r e spon s i bl e  
f o r  w id e s p r ead m a s s ac r e s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  
s t r a t eg i c  h a m l e t s  f o r  popu l a t i on 
con t r o l ,  and t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  
d i sappe a r a n c e s  i n  t h e  We s t e r n  
Hem i s ph e r e . 

- - Re j e c t i n g oppo r t un i t i e s  to end the 
con f l i c t s  t h r ough p o l i t i c a l  
se t t le m e n t s  prov i d i ng s e c u r i t y for 
a l l . 

- - Im p l i c at i ng us a l l  in t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
i nnoc e n t  m e n , women , and c h i l d r en .  

In Sou t h e r n  A f r i ca , o u r  gove r n m e n t  i s : 

- -Con t i n u i ng to suppo r t  t h e  South 
A f r i c an gove r nm e n t  t h r ough a sanc t i on s  
po l i cy t h a t  conta i n s m a j o r  loopho les 
t h a t , a m ong o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a l lo w  U . S .  
compan i e s  to r e i nve s t  t h e i r  pr o f i t s 
and m a k e  s h o r t - te r m  e x t e n s i on s  of 
c r ed i t .  

- - Pe r s i s t i n g  i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
coope r a t i on w i th S o u t h  Af r i c a ' s  
m i l i t a r y  and s e c u r i ty f o r c e s  even as 
t hose f o r c e s  r e p r e s s  and t o r t u r e  
people , i n c l ud i ng c h u r c h , t r ade un i on , 
Un i t ed Democ r a t i c  F r on t ,  and s t ud e n t  
leade r s .  

--Suppo r t i n g South A f r i ca ' s  econom i c  
s t rangu l a t i on o f  i t s n e i g h bo r s  by 
r e f us i ng to p r o v i d e t h o s e  ne i g hbo r i n g  
count r i e s  m a j or econom i c  suppo r t  and by 
cut t i n g o f f  a i d  to Z i m ba b we because o f  
i t s  c r i t i c i sm of U . S .  pol i c y . 

- - Re f us i n g  to push Sou t h  A f r i c a  to end 
i ts i l le g a l  occupa t i on o f  Nam i b i a .  

--Al l y i n g  i t s e l f  w i t h So u t h  A f r i c a  i n  
i t s w a r  aga i n s t  An gola by p r ov i d i ng 
cove r t  a i d  to t h e  r e be l g r oup UN I TA .  

--Suppo r t i n g r ep r e s s i on aga i n s t  
leg i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i ve s  o f  t h e  
people o f  South Af r i ca a n d  Nam i b i a .  

The Mob i l i z at i on for Ju s t i c e  and Pe ace 
in C e n t r a l  Ame r i ca and So u t h e r n  Af r i ca 
u r g e s  you to come to W a s h i n g ton and 
j o i n  in the s t r ug g l e .  W h e n  thousa nd s 
o f  o u r  v o i c e s  a r e  j o i n e d , w e  m a y be 
he a r d .  And if we a r e  h e a r d , t he 
i l le g a l  and i mmo r a l  ac t s  of our 
gove r nm e n t  may be s topped . 

N ational G uard in Central America 
The Reagan adm in i s t r a t ion i s  u s in g  
what t hey c a l l  a " l ow in t e n s i t y  
s t ra t e gy "  i n  C e n t r al Ame r i c a  t o  r e 
a s s ure t he U . S .  p u b l i c  t ha t  t he ir 
p o l icy i s  n e i t her me nac ing nor d anger
ous f or U . S .  t roop s . I n  re a l i t y , t h i s  
i s  j us t  a new t erm f o r  " coun t e r 
i n s urgency war f ar e , "  t he s ame s t rat e gy 
t ha t  f a i led in V ie t n am .  Arms s a le s , 
e c on omic a s s i s t ance , m i l it ary t ra i n i n g , 
and deve l opment aid are i n t e gr a t e d  
i n t o a comprehen s ive program t o  advance 
U . S .  i n t e re s t s .  W i n n i n g  a counter
i n s ur gency war means c han g i n g  t he way 
people v iew t he world at t he g r a s s  
roo t s -- bot h in C e n t r a l  Ame r i c a  a n d  
here in t he U . S . 

The Nat ional Guard is an i n t e gral 
part o f  Re a gan ' s  s t r a t e gy in t he 
reg ion . The Army Nat ional Guard 
p ar t i c ip a t e s  in mi l i t ary con s t ru c 
t ion , med i c a l  a n d  c iv i c  ac t ion p r o 
grams , a n d  m i l i t ary maneuvers t o  
t ra i n  t he Honduran Army . T h i s  
prov ides a p ub l ic r e l at ions cover 
for e x t en s ive m i l i t ar i z at ion . It a l s o  
prov ide s for b a c k -door deployme n t  o f  
U . S .  t roop s in C e n t r a l  Ame r i c a . S ince 
t hey are b e in g . s e n t  under t he a u s p i c e s  
o f  t ra i n in g , t hey do not n e e d  Congre s 
s io n a l  approval .  

The Air Nat ion a l  Guard i s  a s  involved 
a s  t he Army Nat i o n a l  Guard . Air Guar d s  
f rom 1 5  s t a t e s  in t he l a s t  y e a r  have 
been f ly i n g  regu l ar l y  to P a n ama , t he 
headqua r t e r s  o f  the U . S .  Southe r n  
Command . From t here t hey make emb a s s y  
r u n s  i n t o  every country in C e n t r a l  
Amer i c a  w i t h  s upp l ie s , i n c l ud i n g  m i l i 
t ary s uppl ie s .  People in C a l i f or n ia 
f ound out t ha t  C a l i f or n i a  Air Guar.d ' s 
1 4 6 t h  T ac t i c al Air l i f t  Wing has been 
f lying a s  many a s  t hree t ime s a week 
to Central Ame r i c a  out o f  Van Nuys 
Air Nat ional Guard base s ince 1 9 7 8 . 
The Air Guard has t aken over a t as k  
t ha t  t e n  years a go would have been t he 
j ob of t he r e g u l ar a i r  force . 

S in c e  impleme n t a t ion of N ixon ' s  t o t a l 
force p o l i c y  in 1 9 7 3 , t he Nat iona l  
Guard no longe r  f un c t ion s a s  a s t at e  
m i l i t ia . I t  has become an e s se n t i a l  
part o f  t he n a t i o n a l  m i l i t ary under 
t he c o n t r o l  o f  t he P e n t agon . Ac cord 
i n g  t o  James H .  Web b , a s s i s t an t  
P e n t agon secret ary f or re serve a f f a i r s , 
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" By t he end of 1 9 8 7 , 5 1 %  of t he Army ' s  
c ombat f orce s  and 5 2 %  o f  i t s  s upport 
forc e s  w i l l  be in t he Army Nat ional 
Guard and Reserve . "  Webb also s t at ed 
t ha t  " The Army r e s erve c omponen t s  now 
provide 5 0 %  o f  t he Spe c i a l  Operat i o n s  
For c e s , a n d  9 0 %  o f  t he psycho l o g i c a l  
operat ions and c iv i l  a f f a i r s  uni t s are 
in t he r e serve c omponen t s . "  Nat ional 
G�ard , and m i l i t ary Re serve un i t s  c o s t  
o n l y  a fract ion a s  much a s  re g u l ar 
m i l i t ary u n it s . Guard and Res erve 
un it s are t r a ined and e q u ipped s o  t hat 
the Pent agon c an rely on t hem rat her 
t han e nl a r g i n g  t he Air Forc e , Army , 
and Navy . 

Re s is t ance t o  Nat ional Guard deploy 
men t  in C e n t r a l  Ame r i c a  has come from 
t he gr a s s  root s and involve s s o l idar i t y , 
human r ight s , and p l e d ge of re s i s t an c e  · 
organ i z at ion s . T h i s  i s s ue prov ide s a 
loc a l  hand le f or peace groups t o  make 
t he war i'n C e n t r a l  Ame r i c a  v i s ib l e  
and a l l ows us t o  challenge Reagan ' s  

f o re ig n  p o l i cy through . the governor 
and l eg i s lature o f  e ach s tate . 

G u ard un i t s  f r om each s t at e  have t he ir 
own specialt i e s  t ha t  t hey prac t i c e  
d u r ing maneuver s  in Honduras . The 
M i s souri Guard c on t r ib u t ed e n g i n e e r s  
a n d  road con s t ru c t ion workers .  The 
Kentucky Guard worked on p ub l ic r e l a 
t ions . Two u n i t s  f rom the Oregon G uard 
spent two wee k s  in m i l i t ary mane uver s  
w i t h  t he Honduran Army . Art i l lery 
un i t s  from t he P e n n s y lvan i a  Guard 
s pe nt a mont h t ra in i n g  in Hondur a s . 
Ar i z ona sent a u n i t  of b i l i n g u a l  
Guard M P s  t o  w o r k  o n  t he road b u i l d i n g  
project . Guard med i c a l  u n i t s were s e n t  
f rom b o t h  I owa a n d  Colorado . I t  i s  

e stimated t hat 2 0 , 0 0 0  me n f r om 4 0  
s t ates have p ar t i c ipated in Guard 
exercises in Hondu r a s  d u r i n g  t he l a s t  
t hree year s . M i s souri S t a t e  Repre
sentat ive M i ke Burt on s ays , " N ine t y  
percent o f  t he u . s .  pre sence i n  
Honduras i s  t he Nat ional Guard . "  

The re s is t ance movement won i t s  f ir s t  
t wo vic t o r i e s  when t he governors o f  

Central America, family farm problems . 

Mas s achu s e t t s  and Maine r e f used t o  
a l low the i r  Guard members to depl oy 
in C e n t r a l  Ame r i c a . Next , t he gover 
nors o f  K a n s a s , New Mexico , Ohio , 
Vermont and Wa s h i n g t o n  a l s o  re fused 
to a l l ow depl oyment ·i n Hondura s . The 
governors of New York and Ar i z ona have 
r e s erved t he r i ght to say " n o "  on a 
c a s e - b y - c a s e  b a s i s , and t he governors 
of M i n n e s o t a  and W i s c on s in have p r i 
vat e l y  t o ld ac t iv i s t s  t hat t hey would 
do t he s ame . 

T h i s  has been an empowe r i n g  proce s s  
f or everyone a t  t he gra s s  root s .  
Through demon s t r a t ion ( s ome involv i n g  
c iv i l  d i s obedience ) ,  pe t it ions , educ a 
t i onal eve n t s , let t e r - wr i t i n g  c amp a i gn s ,  
phone - in s , v i g i l s  and l aws u i t s ,  t he 
gra s s  r oo t s  are hav i n g  an incred ib le 
impac t ,  and are mak i n g  t h i s  into a 
nat ional i s s ue . Many s t a t e s  have 
made it a c ampa ign i s s ue during t h i s  
e le c t ion year . 

A me a s ure o f  our imp a c t  can be seen in 
t he a t t empt , sponsored by t he Pent agon , 
t o  t ake away s t a t e  governor s ' ab i l i t y  
t o  ve t o  depl oymen t  o f  t he ir Nat ional 
Guard . L e g i s lat ion to t h i s  e f f e c t  has 
been proposed by Repre s e n t at ive G . V .  
Mont gomery ( D-MS ) .  The Nat ional 
Governors As soc iat ion s t rongly opposes 
it , and t he Nat ional Governors Conve n 
t i on p a s s ed a unan imous , b i -part i san 
r e s o l ut ion to f i ght t he Mont gomery 
Amendme n t . 

On July 1 5 , 1 9 8 6 , James Webb s a id , " The 
governor s ' aut hor it y has become a 
veh i c le t o  debate or i n f luence fore ign 

po l icy . This i s  n o  l o n ge r  a case of 
a few i s ol a t e d  i n c iden t s .  I t  i s  a 
demo n s t r at ed way for d is s e n t  group s , 
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t or s  and s t a t e  governors 
to s e i z e  a forum t o  debate f ore ign 
p o l icy . "  

Our i n t e n t  from t he b e g i n n i n g  was t o  
b l ow t he cover o n  t he ir " low- i n t e n s i t y  
s t r a t e gy "  and t o  force t hem t o  wage 
t he ir war ope n l y  so t ha t  t he U . S .  
p ub l ic would have t o  con f ront i t . We 
have t aken t he f ir s t  b ig s t e p  in d o i n g  
j us t  t hat . 

- - Pe ggy Moore 
from RECON 

Pol ite d ialog with M adigan ends i n 
The t hing that bothers me the most  

i s  that for a 20 minute les s on in 
frustra t ion t oleranc e , I had to  wai t  

o n  a l i s t  for a full year . 

Tue s day , Fe b .  17 , Rep . E d  Mad igan , 
US Congr e s sman ,  was s e e ing con
s t i tuents in B-N . I was t old the 
t ime . allo tment s were a measley 10 
minut e s .  I did expe c t  i t  t o  be an 
intense , confrontational t ime , but I 
did no t expe ct him t o  lower the s l i c k  
mask o f  a profe s s ional po l i t i c ian . 

He ne ver e ven bothere d with the mas k .  
Af\e r  shaking hands , h e  s a t  glaring , 
wai t ing for my friend and me t o  
s tart . There was ano the r "blue suit " 

in the bac k  o f  t he roo m ,  no o ne 
bo thered t o  introduce him o r  e xplain 
his  pre sence . 

Incre d ible , Madigan ' s  ho s ti l i ty and 
twiste d thinking . We began by stat ing 
we did not want the I l lino i s  National 
Guard to be use d t o  build the roads 
conne c t ing the newly bui l t  US bas e s  
e stabl i she d f o r  a qui ck inva s ion o f  
N i caragua . H e  reasone d ,  " I  be l i e ve 
the Guard should be traine d in we t 
and dry condit ions , in heat and c o ld , 
as much l i ke the ones they ' ll 
)o::>s s i bly be nee d e d  to :fight in . "  

But what about the lega l i t i e s  of 
e stablishing permanent bas e s  out -
s i de o f  Congr e s s io nal approval 
( vio lat ing the War Powers A ct ) ?  He 
repl ie d ,  "What do you call a per
mane nt bas e ? An airstrip ? A road ? 
The s e  serv i c e s  are for the Ho ndurans , 
to take food t o  marke t . "  ( Ho ndurans 

''Now, here's his feeding instructions. "  

in remot e  are as don ' t own car s , have 
no marke t s , are subs i s t ence farmers . )  
"You know the I nd ians " ( di d  h e  mean 
the E th io pians ?) " couldn ' t  ge t tho s e  
foo d  donat ions to many o f  t h e  po o r  
for l a c k  of transportation . " 

" Oh , " we que�i e d ,  " the US is planning 
a hunger relie:f program for Honduras ? " 
"No , I d i dn ' t  say that . Now your 
time ' s  running out . Ge t t o  your 
purpos e  here . "  

We parr i e d  bac k  and forth , the dialogue 
o ccasi onally be ing bro ken wi th one o f  
his long blank s tares .  Mo s t  o f  his  
logi c (I  use the  term l o o s e ly )  was 
that the Sovi e t s  are bad people , so  
the US i s  jus t ified in breaking any 
laws , internat i o nal or nat ional , in 
the pro c e s s  o f  pro t e c t ing US 
intere s t s . To him, it  s e e me d ,  Central 
America i s  a place for East/we s t  co ld 
war game s . 

He offered no re sponse when we 
affirme d tha t  the Ni caraguans we en
countered on our A ugust trip were 
willing to d i e  befo re accepting the 
re turn of the Somoza Nat ional Guard 
as rulers , or before ac cept ing U . S .  
domination in any form . 

We told him about the e ffe ct that t he 
arms race has o n  the family farm . A s  
the de f i c i t  s kyro c ke t s  with nuclear 
arms expend i ture s ,  the re sult ing 
economi c cl imate means death to 
private ownership of fami ly farms . 
He had t he nerve to claim farme rs . are 
be tter o ff than eve r ,  wi th b i l l i ons 
available to them in loans . He t o l d  
us to review our sources be tter before 
we quo te d the m . ( How patroni z ing . ) 

Ameri can farme rs are los ing t he ir 

farms to bank fore closure s a t  the rate 
of 3 per day . · ( In contrast , 
Ni caragua has a po l i cy o f  no fore 
clo sure s ,  low inte rest  loans, and 
returning the poor to the land . )  

"No Roads to War " i s  the theme taken 
up by peace  groups throughout the 
country oppo s ing the i llega l  use o f  
Nat i onal Guard t ro ops turning 
Honduras into the staging s it e  of the 
invasion of Ni caragua . Fro m January 
t o  May , Illino is tro ops will leave 
e ve ry 2 we eks to do the ir fair share . 

Reliabl e sourc e s  s tate  tha t  the 
Florida Guard engaged i n  c ombat in 
Decemb er agai ns t Sandini s ta forc e s  
vi olating U S  law . Pl ease pro t e s t  

' 

t0e s e  acti ons ! Joi n  i n  d emonstra- . 
ti ons ! Conta c t  you r repres entatives'  
R�qu e s t  a NO vo t e  to furth er Contra · 
ai d : Contact your l ocal Pl edge o f  
Resi s tanc e to h e l p  wo rk agai nst 
ano ther Vi etnam i n  C entral Ameri ca . 

Franci s Boyl e ,  a U o f  I professor 
speciali z i ng in i nt e rnati onal law 
surpri sed a group here rec ently when 
h e  d e clared that the only "legal " 
recourse Ameri cans have to i nflu ence 
fore� gn pol i cy i s  ma ssive c i vi l  d i s 
o b ed i enc e . Tak e a c t i o n  now ,  b efore 
more U S  troops engage in combat and 
more i nn o c ent Central Ameri can l i ves 
are l o s t . 

Mr . Mad igan ' s  a t ti tude mad e i t  cl ear 
that thi s admini stration need s a 
strong and d e t ermi ned radi cal resis
tan? e before i t  wi ll relinqui sh i t s  
pol i cy of d e stru c t i o n .  

· 

The time i s  now! 

- -Diane Speir 
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No roads to war 
.
on Saturday , F ebruary 2 1 ,  ove r 9 0 0 
demons t rator s  f rom Bloomingto n ,  
Carbondal e , Champaign , Char leston ,  
Decatur , Jacksonvi l le , Norma l , P eoria 
Rock � s land , Springf i e l d , and other 

' 

locations around the s tate gat:1ered 
at �he entrance to the S pringf i e l d  A i r  
N �tional Guard b a s e  t o  voi c e  the i r  
d i s approva l o f  t h e  inten s i f i cation 
of U : S .  mi l i tary pre sence in C en tr a l  
America . Between January 1 0  and 
May 1 0 , over 9 0 0  I l l in o i s  National 
Guard members wi l l  be sent to Honduras 
to part i c ipat·e i n  " trainings . "  'I'he 
prote s te r s  oppo sed this deployment 
�s a continuation of i l l e g a l  and 
i�oral U . S .  p o l i c i e s  aga i n s t  
N i c aragua . I t  was thei r  intentio n  
to s to p  " bu s i ne s s  a s  u s ua l "  at the 
base . 

The p ro te s ters he l d  up a " Wa l l  o f  
Witne s s , "  a 6 5- foot mock brick wa l l  
p l a s tered w i th the names and photo
g raphs of v i c t im s  o f  the Reagan 
admini stration ' s  Central Amer ican 
pol i c y . F u rther , e ight individu a l s  
cho s e  t o  act in s o l idarity in an act 
o f  non-v i o l ent c i v i l  d i sobedience : 
they f ormed a human b lockade on the 
road l eading to the base , thereby 
denying entrance to a l l  vehic l e s . 

S p i r i t s  were high a s  the pro t e s t  
got underway . When t h e  f i r s t  c ar 
approached the b lockade , its members 
stood f irm . A N a t i o n a l  Guardsman 
s tepped out and tried to break the 
l ine in order to enter the b a s e . No 
d i c e - - he had to crawl underneath . 
Later , a woman drove to within f e e t  
o f  t h e  demons trators and shouted , 
" I  don ' t  care ! " She had to turn 
aroun d . A par t i c u l a r ly be l l i co s e  
Guardsman drove r ight i nto t h e  l in e , 
but then retreated . The b l o ckade 
wa s victoriou s .  

A l l  the whi l e , the c rowd chanted , 
s ang , and shared personal conv i c t i o n s  
about the' war i n  N i caragua . The 
pre s e n c e  of l oc a l , coun ty , and s tate 
po l i c e  was s ee n , but hardly fe l t ;  the 
group karma was too strong . " The 
people united sha l l  never b e  d e feated . "  
The demo n s trat ion ended i n  c e lebration 
of that s trength . 

I f  u n i ty was ever needed , n m) i s  th� 
time ( th i s  means you ) . F l �Jrida 
Nat iona l .Guard members have recently 
s ta ted that in December thc:y were 
i nvolved i n  combat ag a i n s t  N i c aragua . 

- -MJ 
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Bloomington-Normal res idents will once 
again have an opportunity to actively 
oppose the U . S . administration ' s  war 
on Nicar agua by collecting s upp l ies to 
be sent to that country.  From January 
to April,  local P ledge of Res i stance 
and Witne s s  for Peace groups will j o in 
a nationwide c amp a ign to send 
educ ational and medical s upplies and 
clothing to Nicaragua . 

The Que s t  for Peace was launched in 
December, 1985 , with the goal of 
matching Congress ional aid to the 
Contras with humanitar ian aid to the 
people of Nicaragua . It began as a 
challenge to the U . S . Congres s ,  

) 

Q uest for peace 
demanding an end to the violence in 
Central America, and asking the 

national media to report which aid 
nourishes l i fe and which aid fosters 
destruc t ion and death . 

By J une , 1986 , the Q ue s t  for Peace 
c ampaign had raised $27 mill ion, 
matching Congre s s io nal appropriations 
for the Contras . Over 600 
organizations and thousands o f  
ind ivid uals took part in t h i s  effort ,  
striving i n  a non-violent way to 
br ing about peace in Central America . 

In l ight of the continued s upport by 
the Reagan administration for the 
Contra rebels attacking Nicaragua, the 
Ques t for Peace is continuing its 
humanitarian aid c amp aign . Its goal 
is to send $ 100 mill ion in med ic ine , 
food , clothing and school s upplies for 
the peop le of Nicaragua by Oc tober ,  
1987 . Once again i t  i s  hoped that U . S . 
c itizens will respond by matching 
Contra aid with humanitarian aid for 
Nicaraguans . 

S upp lies sent to Nicaragua through the 
Quest for Peace are dis tributed to a 
number of organizations in Nicaragua . 
Last year , aid from the Quest for Peace 
reached over 150 communities ,  refugee 
c amp s ,  hosp ital s ,  heal th centers and 
schools . 

The Que s t  for Peace c ampaign is 
expected to be launched locally within 
the next month, with various collection 
points for s uppl ies . Volunteers are 
needed to contact c h urches , schools and 
private group s  for donations and 
ass is tance in collec ting s upplies . 
See phone numbers below if you are 
able to help . 

Upcoming articles in the Pos t will 
foc us on p artic ular areas o f  need . 
Please begin now to collect these 
general s upplies : s ummer c lothing ; 
aspirin ; band aids and gauze ; p aper ,  

·
pens , penc il s ,  and crayons ; misc . 
educational s upp l ie s . 

Quest for Peace i s  also in need of 
monetary donations . Each dollar 
donated ships $ 50 in aid . Thus , 
$ 5 , 000 will send a 2 0 - ton c argo 
container of donated s upplies averaging 
$ 2 5 0 , 000 . The Quest for Peace goal of 
$ 1 00 million in humanitarian aid 
becomes j ust $ . 42 per person when 
d ivided among all the people in the 
U . S . 

For more information or to help in any 
way c all Jul ie at 829-1889 or Diane at 
8 2 9-4 3 7 7 ,  or c all 4 5 2 - 5046 and leave a 
mess age . Your c all will be returned . 

rmy wants peace g rou ps out Of h ig h schools 
The U o S · Army i s  s e eking to o ver-
turn a landmark court d e c i s i o n  
whi ch grant s equal acc e s s  i n  hi gh 
school s to groups counteri ng the 
pre s enc e of the mi li tary . Thi s court 
deci s i o n ,  accord i ng t o  the Army , "po s e s  
a signi fi cant threat to mi li tary re
crui tng . " The outcome o f  thi s case 
could have broad and lasting i mpli ca
i ons for peace  o rgani zati o ns nati on
wid e . 

The case origi na t ed i n  1 9 82 after the 
Gro s smont U ni on High S chool Di s tri c t  
i n  Eas t  San Di ego , Californi a ,  o ver
rul ed s tud ent j ournali st s  and banned 
advert i s i ng i n  s tud ent newspapers by 
the Commi t t e e  Oppo s ed to Mi l i tari sm 
and the Draft ( COMD ) . COMD fil ed 
sui t  agai nst the d i s tri c t  chargi ng a 
vi ola t i on of i t s  Fi rst and Four
t eenth Amendment rights . COMD ' s  

om1non 
_ muna - - ·  -:-

NATURAL FOODS 
S16 N. Main St. 
Bloomington, IlL 61701 

� n� tial
.

requ e s t  for a preliminary 
inJunc t i o n  was d eni ed in fed eral di s 
tri c t  court , and t h e  group appeal ed . 

On June 6 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  the U . S .  Court o f  
Appeal s for the 9 th C i rcui t rul ed that 
COMD ' s  rights i nd eed had b e en vi o lated 
and i s su ed a rul i ng i n  favo r of 
equal access i n  h� gh scho o l s  for groups 
challengi ng the activi ti e s  of Sel e c t i ve 
Servi c e  Sys tem ( SSS ) and mi li tary re
c rui t e rs . Th e appellate c ourt found �hat

.
the �cho o l  di s tri ct had engaged 

in vi ewpoi nt-ba s ed d i scrimination when 
i t  banned COMD ' s  adverti sing . I t  
rul ed

. 
that mi li tary recrui ti ng ad s 

were i nh erently poli ti cal and contro 
versial . 

I n  explai ning i t s  ruling ,  the court 
said : "There has b e en oppo s i t i on to 
mi li tary s e rvi c e , b o th compu l s o ry and 

_,- .  

( 

Common Ground has a wide selection of wholesome foods , 
natural body care products , vi ta.min and mine.ral s up
p�e�ents , and books for organic cooking and hea lthy 
l iving . • 

l 
. �  

By sell ing many foods in bul k ,  Common Ground reduces 
Y?Ur costs on nut s ,  flours , spices , grains , snack 
�ixes and many other items . You may also purchase 
J U�t the amount you need ! Come see the gourmet 
co� fe7 beans and fresh produce section as wel l . 
Experience a new and heal thier way of life ! 

·04 an addi tional savings of 1 0 %  on a l l  
you may purchase a discount card for an 
of $ 1 0 . 0 0 .  

purchases , 
annual fee 

__..r-, 
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� ·  

voluntary , throughout our nat i on ' s  
hi story . . . .  Becau s e  the B oard on a 
numb er of o c casi ons permi t t ed the 
publi cati on of adverti s ements advo
cating mi li tary s ervi c e ,  there can 
be no qu e s t i o n  bu t that the B oard 
i nt end ed to o pen the newspapers for ad 
verti s ements on thi s topi c  . . .  " 

"Th.e Board canno t allow the pre
s entat i o n  of one s i d e  of an i s su e ,  but 
prohib i t  the pre s entation o f  the o ther 
side . "  

The Army ' s requ e s t  to intervene as a 
co-defendant a t  the appellate level 
was re j e c t ed by the 9th Ci rcui t ,  as was 
a requ e s t  for a reh earing . The case 
mu s t  now retu rn ,  however,  to  the Di s 
tri c t  Court f o r  a t ri al to d e termine 
whether COMD should be grant ed a per
manent i njunc ti o n .  At that time , the 
Army could again a t t empt to i ntervene . 

In arguing for the right to j o i n  the 
s chool d i s tri c t  in the cas e , the Army 
d eclared that the d eci sion "po s e s  a 
s igni fi cant threat to mi li tary recru i t 
i ng • . . .  At i s sue a r e  no t ohly ad s i n  
s tud ent newspapers , bu t also acc e s s  
t o  school j o b  fairs and couns eling 
o ffi c e s ,  whi ch may well b e  cu t o ff i f  
poli ti cal groups mu s t  al so b e  given 
equal acc e s s  . . . . .  Any d ec i s ion tha t 
impai rs the a c c e s s  o f  recru i t ers to the 
high scho o l s  aff e c t s  the vi tal interest 
of the U .  S " 

The Army wants t o  u s e  the power o f  the 
court to d i c tate ou r First Amendment 
ri ght s  and to s ecure uncont e s t ed i n
flu enc e over young peopl e . COMD i n
t e nd s  to oppo s e  the Army ' s  a c t i on and 
to defend the po s i t i ve prec ed ent e s t 
abl i shed by t h e  9 t h  Ci rcui t ' s  d e ci sion . 
C OMD needs conta c t  wi th i nd i vi dual s 
who can provid e  expert t e s timony on a 
vari ety o f  sub j ec t s  relating to the 
cas€ : The nature o f  mili tary j o b s , 
the po li t i cal nature of the mi li tary , 
and the controversial aspe c t s  of mil i 
tary recruting , f o r  i ns tanc e .  The 
right of high scho o l  s tud ents t o  have 
a c c e s s  to al t erna ti ve i nformation on 
mi li tary enl i s tm ent and the d raft i s  
now a t  stak e . 

The Army has eno rmous resourc e s  i n  i t s  
attack o n  our 9th C i rcui t  vi c t o ry . 
COMD c ould u s e  contribu ti o ns . S end 
them to COMD , PO Box 1 51 9 5 ,  San Di ego , 
CA 921 1 5 .  Donations of at l east $25 
can be mad e  tax-d edu ctible by maki ng 
the check out to " Pro j ec t  YANO . "  

- -Ri ck Jahnko w ,  
from RECON 
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Civi l rig hts march i nvades a l l -wh ite town 

The c ivil right s  moveme nt finally 
arr ive d in all-white  Cumming , Georgia , 
January 24 , a genera t i on behind the 
t ime s and 7 5  years after the last of 
the black re s i dents were cha s e d  o ut . 
But there remains the i s s ue o f  what 
the mas s ive "March agains t  Fear and 
Int imidation " a ctually a c complishe d .  

Whe n  the demons trat ion was 
the snow had turne d t o  mud 
b e s t  i ntenti o ns to doubt . 
County l ittle had change d .  

o ver, 
and the 
In Forsyth 

Ralph Taylo r ,  5 6 , sai d he j o ine d the 
20 , 000 marchers o ut of curi o s i ty .  
"I ' d ne ver b e en here be fore be cause 
of the reputat io n . " Taylor doubt e d  
h e  would return to Cumming . " I  
haven ' t  s e e n  anything to make me want 
to come back . "  

Such was the afte rmath o f  the South ' s  
bigge s t  c ivil right s march s ince the 
6os , a demonstration that require d 
more than 2 , 200 national guard and 
police  to ke ep the peace . And e ven 
the n ,  peace was a tenuo us thing . 

A few rocks and a slew o f  ra cial 
epithe t s  were hur l e d  at marchers . 
The re we re some ma j o r  inci dent s , but 
some 60 people were arre ste d ,  mo s t  o f  
them among the 1 , 0 00 j e e r ing K u  Klux 
Klan- le d white wh ite counter
demonstrators . The mar chers made 

the ir point with vigor and astounding 
numbers , some ten time s what was 
originally expe cte d ,  whi ch seeme d  to 
di sarm tho se who gathe re d to ye ll 
racial s lurs . 

The re we re 6 0 s - s tyle hippies  and 8 0 s 
style punkers , middle -age d white 
co uple s ,  chi ldren ,  a fe w dogs , and 
o ld- time rs from the civil rights 
move ment of two de cade s ago . Inde e d , 
for the marche rs , it was swe e t  
repayment for the previous wee k  when 
a small group o f  75 mar chers were 
harangued by ro c k- throwing whi te 
s upre ma c i s ts . 

The Reve rend Ho s e a  Williams , along 
wi th Core tta S c o t t  King , le d the two 
mi le march from the outskirts of 
Cumming t o  i t s  county c ourthouse . 
Will iams prai s e d  the mar chers and the 
town but said the real hero e s  we re 
tho s e  who marched the we e k  before . 
" The marche rs last we e k  didn ' t  have 
the Nati onal Guard and the GBI 
( Ge orgia Bureau of Inve s tigation ) to 
prote c t  them , " he sai d . 

Williams organize d the first march t o  
bring blacks back to t h e  county wh ich 
had driven them out in 1 9 1 2  after a 
black man alle gedly rap e d  a whi te 
woman . The man was lynche d ,  and 
bla cks fle d the county , l eaving 
behind the ir land and the ir home s . 

"We ' ve come back to claim our land ! " 
Wi ll iams yelle d .  

One lo cal man was ange re d by the 
inconveni ence cause d him by the 
marchers . "Le t then goddamn nigge rs 
walk a mile for diapers . " Listening 
to the chi ldren yell "ni gger go home!" 
made i t  o bvious how rac i sm in Cumming 
has been pe rpe tuate d .  

A s  the crowds heade d home , a young 
blac k  man and a young whi te man stood 
acro ss the stre e t  from each o the r and 
e xchange d insults .  White s carrie d 
signs that read " Black Trash " and 
"Redne cks , Whi te S kin , and B lue 
Collars . "  

But the brighte s t  sign was the hatre d 
- - e ye s  filled with fire and vo ice s 
filled with rage . 

- -I van Lup ino 

...._Mo_vie_Rev_iew�l atoon : I nsig ht th roug h  m u rder 
W h a t  I h a v e  t o  s a y  a bo u t  O l i v e r  
S tone ' s  P la t oon i s  s i m ple , a l t hough 
thoug h t s  �r e-also in r a d i c a l  
d i s ag r e e m e n t  w i th j us t  abo u t  
e v e r y t h i ng e l se I ' ve h e a r d  or r e a d  
a bo u t  t h e  mov i e .  

m y  

F i r s t ,  P la t oon i s  not an a n t i - w a r  
m o v i e .  �e i t h e r  i s  i t  a p r o - w a r  mov i e .  
R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a m o v i e  t h a t  p r o m o t e s  a 
" w i l l i ng ne s s  to p a r t i c ip a t e . "  S tone 
por t r ay s  the Vi e tn a m  war as mor a l l y  
a m b i g uo u s ,  b u t  h e  doe s f i nd VALUE i n  
i t .  Th i s  s t ance m a k e s  P la t oon a ra uch 
m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  mov i e  t h a n  Ra!!!_bo. 
Ram bo con v i nced ado lescen ts t h a t  w a r  
f a nt a sy i s  " n e a t . n  B u t  P l a toon 
con v i nc e s  ad u l t s  th a t - - mo r a l i ty and 
po l i t i c s  a s i d e -- t h e r e  is so me th i ng to 
be ga i ned f r o m  pa r t i c i pa t i ng i n  wa r .  

B u t  t h i s  i s  the f i l m ' s  l a r g e l y  
u n spoken i d eo lo g y. W h a t  t h e  f i l m and 
i t s  f a n s  s a y  o v e r t l y  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i l m 
i s  " r e a l i s t i c . "  I t  i s  s uppo sed to be 
r ea l i s t i c because i t  i s  not 
" po l i t i ca l "  ( un l i ke f2!!!..!.!!9. !!2m e and 

Apoc a l ypse No w ) .  I t  te l l 3  t h i n g s  a s  
they we r e .  
Appa r e n t l y ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  nec e s s a r y  to 
say t h a t  the po l i t i c s  o f  Vi e t nam w e r e  
the mos t i m po r t a n t  r e a l i ty o f  t h a t  
war . W!:!Y w e r e  we i n  V i e t n a m ?  as  
Nor man-Ma i le r  p u t  i t .  P l a t oon 
ackno w le d g e s  w i thout see m i ng to c a r e  
t h a t  none o f  t h e  so ld i e r s  knew · wh y  
t h e y  w e r e  i n  V i e tnam.  T h e  f a c t  
r e m a i n s ,  a s  t r ue today as  i t  was the n , 
that  we i n t e r f e r ed w i th V i e tnam ' s  
l eg i t i m a t e  need to r i d i t se l f  o f  the 
v e s t i a e s  of decades o f  colon i a l  r u l e .  
I n  t h � r e g i m e s  o f  D i e m  a n d  Th i e u  w e  
a s ked Vi e tnamese and Ame r i cans to d i e 
for o l i g a r c h y , for the r u le of t h e  
p r i v i le g ed . 

And w h a t  i s  " r ea l i s t i c "  abo u t  the 
cen t r a l  d r a m a t ic con f l i c t  o f  the 
mov i e ?  The good se rgea n t ,  E l i a s , 
compe t e s  w i th the bad s e r g e a n t , 
Bar ne s ,  for t h e  hea r t  and m i nd o f  t h e  
i nnoce n t ,  young pr i va te .  Sounds l i k e  
Ho l l ywood blac k h a t / wh i t e h a t  t o  me . 

E Q UAL O P PO RTU N I TY 
I N  H O U S I N G  

I S  YO U R  R I G HT! 
If you feel you have been denied housing or treated unfairl

.
y 

of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, physical 
or mental handicap, or because you have children under 14 or 
require the use of a guide dog, con tact the 

B l oom i ngto n H u man 

Relat ions Com m ission 
at 

828-7361 , Ext.. 21 8/21 9 
The Bloomington Human Relations Commission is here 

to assist and to help. 

W h a t  i s  even more d i s t u r b i ng than t h i s  
s i mple m i nded mo r a l  con f l i c t  i s  t h a t  
S t o rre a l l o w s  i t  t o  be r e s o l v e d  i n  s uc h  
a way th a t  i t  see m s  t h a t  " good" can 
w i n o u t .  The p r i va te u l t i ma te l y  g a i n s  
r e venge f o r  E l i a s '  m ur d e r  and redee m s  
h i s  o w n  pa r t i c i pa t i on i n  t h e  w a r  by 
k i l l i ng Bar n e s .  It i s  pe r haps u n u s u a l  
t h a t  t h e  b a d  g uy i s  o n e  o f  u s ,  b u t  t h e  
m o r e  i mpo r t a n t  po i n t  i s  t h a t  the bad 
g uy ,  wh i c h  ever  s i de he is on , can be 
d e f e a t ed . 

W h a t  S tone see m s  to f i nd c r uc i a l  i s  
the i d e a  t h at war  i ts e l f  ( e ven the 
mos t  i nde f e n s i b le war ) i s  capable o f  
g e ne r a t i ng i t s  owrr wor th a n d  i n t e r e s t .  
W a r  r e m a i n s  t h e  place whe r e  a young 
m a n  c a n  go to f i n d o u t  a bo u t  h i m s e l f  
and h i s  wor l d .  P l atoon may not be 
pa t r i o t ic , but i t  does p r e se r ve the 
Romance o f  War . 

To m y  m i nd ,  th i s  romance keeps S tone ' s  
mov i e  f i r m ly e n t r enched i n  W e s te r n  
De a t h  C u l t u r e  and i t s  w i l l i ng n e s s  to 
f i nd war an acceptable r e sponse to 
pol i t i c a l  and soc i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  one 
does -not l i k e .  In  t h a t  sense , o u r  
p r e s e n t  a t t i tude to ward N i c a r a g ua a n d  
o u r  suppo r t  for t h e  Con t r'as i s  
prec i s e l y  l i k e  our V i e t n a m  e x pe r i ence . 
S tone i s  d e te r m i ned to o v e r l ook the 
f a c t  t h a t  the r e s t  of the w o r l d  
( e spec i a l ly t h e  t h i rd wor ld )  i s  not a 
me r e l y  thea t r e  i n  wh i c h  Ame r i ca can 
a c t  out i t s  m o r a l  paradoxes.  The 
d e s t r uc t ion of V i e tnam and the dea t h s  
o f  thousands o f  V i e tnamese i s  not 
j us t i f ied by th e poss i b i l i ty t h a t  we 
l e a r ned some t h i ng a bout o u r se lves.  
V i e t na me s e  l i ve s  are real  l i ve s .  But  
for S tone , as  for Aud i e  M u r phy ' s  
c la s s i c s ,  the "goo k s "  r e m a i n  c u r i ou s ,  
p a j a m a  c l ad ,  w i nd -up toys who t r a i pse 
t h r o u g h  the j un g l e  i n  a fo r e i gn and 
f i na l l y  non-h uman way. 

Unfor t u na t e l y ,  the c r i t i c a l  rece p t i o n  
o f  P l a to o n  m ay be c o l o r e d  b' y  o u r  
de sTre-tof i na l l y  " we lcome home the 
ve t s . "  No doubt some sort of 
r econc i l i a t ion w i t h  V i e t n a m  ve t e r ans 
is  d e s i r a b le .  B u t  not i f  it  m e a n s  
hav i ng to become r e conc i led t o  the war  
i t s e l f  as w e l l . Not if  it  m e a n s  I 
h a v e  t o  s a y  t h e r e  w a s  v a l u e i n  w h a t  
they p a r t i c i pa ted i n .  

�he Vie tnam war wa s an un j u s t  war that 
no one should have s upported . I t  wa s 
supported becau se , a s  S tone himself 
point s  out , many b e l i eved in s tupid i t i e s  
l ike Patriotism . Neverth el e s s ,  i t  i s  
important t o  s a y  tha t P l a toon replaces 
Patriot i sm with s tup id i t i e s  of i t s  
own , which , I f ea r ,  wil l  in t h e  long 
run contribute to the betrayal o f  yet 
another generat ion o f  warrior/victims . 

- -Teddy Boy 
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Miscellaneo nimal victories (for once) 
I � � ' 

Purveyors o f  bad tast e  recently l o s t  - ' Every animal activi s t  and person of 
a ma j o r  batt l e  to renowned animal � c ons ci enc e mu s t  applaud hi s brave 
a c t i vi s t  B o b  Barker . Bob has b e en the stand . Cel ebri ties  who are wi lling 
ho s t  o f  the Mi ss U . S . A .  pageant for 2 0  t o  o pen thems elves to t h e  d eri s i o n  
years , and add s  a c ertain tou ch of and s c o rn o f  their audi enc e can o nly 
class t o  o the rwi se vacuou s vid e o - fare . b e  an i nspirati on to tho s e  of u s  who 

"B eaut y  contests " represent all that 
i s  trivial and unnecessary on 
t e l evi si o n : med io cre tal ent , gli t zy 
produc t i o n  numbers , j i ggling bo soms , 
and j ello-brained bimbos . They are 
an affront to women, and a sure-fire 
audi ence grabber . And , for the most 
part , they ' re harmless . 

However ,  thi s year one produ c ti o n  
numb er mad e Bob tak e a stand . Every 
young mi s s  was t o  wrap herself i n  
flowing ( real ) furs and parad e ar?und 
stage , singing some i nane song which 
i n  my mind c ould only be a paean to 
s ensel ess slaughter . 

With the pageant short days away , Bob 
i nformed the produc ers that h e  would 
not appear unl ess the real furs were 
replac ed by fake al ternatives . 
Imagine the hu e and cry that such an 
announcement would creat e ! Hi s timing 
could no t have been b e t t e r ,  for there 
was no time to fi nd a replac ement for 
him ; much s impl er t o  raid l o cal 
boutiqu e s  for humane alt ernati ves . 

In an "Entertainment Tonight " int er
vi ew po st-pageant , Bob spo k e  his mind 
on the si tua t i o n .  He cou ld not 
condone the expl o i ta t i on of animal s ,  
and h e  knew h i s  part i c ipation would 
have been taci t  approval . Whi l e  I 
did not have the fore- thought to j o t  
down hi s exac t  c omment s ,  the j i st o f  
hi s word s  was to mak e every person who 
d o e s  w ear real fur feel shame and 
rid i cu l e  for their thoughtl e s s  
actions . 

have far l e s s  to l o s e  fo r airi ng our 
beli efs . Kud o s ,  Mr . Bark er! Pl ease 
d on ' t  l e t  the controversy h�l t you r 
c rusad e .  We need your vo i c e . Every 
fu r coat hurt s . 

Observ ations 

Thi s month ' s  co lumn i s  sadly qui t e  
spars e ,  lac k i ng muc h  i n  the way o f  
hard news { I  haven ' t  yet received my 
newest Ci ti z ens for Animal Rights 
newsletter ) .  Therefo re , I submi t for 
your approval some perso nal 
o b s e rvati ons . 

Why d o  so f ew TV seri e s  feature 
famili es wi th pet memb e r s ?  Even Bill 
C o sby , i n  an epi sode thi s seaso n ,  
would no t allow Rudy to adopt a d o g .  
Pe ts enrich o u r  live s ,  and t el evi s i o n  
d o e s  no t refl ect t h e  vas t  ma j o ri ty of 
vi ewe rs who do share thei r  home s wi th 
fami ly pet s . Perhaps the actors are 
just afrai d that they will be 
upstaged by Felix or Fido . 

A rec ent tabl oid c over at the super
mark e t  screamed that Liberac e ' s  dying 
wi sh was fo r someone to care fo r his  
" children, " and the accompanying photo 
showed him wi th two beau tiful borzois . 
I t ' s  i roni c  that thi s pi tiful man 
s hould have such warped valu es . He 
l o ved his dogs , bu t flaunted pri c e l e s s  
fur coats i n  h i s  shows . His furs and 
feather capes repres ent c ountless 
to rtured creatures who se only c rime 
was being b o rn beau t i ful . 

A doptions 

I f  you want to give a thoughtful gift 
to yourself or someone el s e ,  adopt a 
whal e ,  manat e e ,  or raptor . For a very 
reasonabl e d o nat i o n ,  you wi ll help 
fund the care and feed ing of an 
endangered animal , rec ei ve a c ertifi 
cate and pho t o  of the adopt e e , and i n  
mo s t  cases , have " vi si ting 
pri vi l eges . " I t  will a.Lso mak e you 
feel great . 

Pi ck from a l i st o f  7 0  migrating 
humpback whal e s . C o s t ; $1 5 ,  Off ered 
by : Whale Ado ption Pro j ec t ,  Inter
national W i ldlife Coalition,  320 
Gifford Stre e t , D epartment FC , 
Falmouth , MA 02540 . 

Would you rather save a mana t e e ?  
Offered by : Save t h e  Manatee Clu b , 
1 1 01 Audubon Way , Mai tland , FL 3 2 7 51 . 
C o s t : $1 5 .  

How abou t a bi rd o f  prey ? Offered by : 
Ad opt-a-Bird Program , Flo rida Audubon 
So c i e t y ,  1 1 01 Audubon Way , Mai tland , 
FL 3 2 7 51 . C o s t : $1 5 for hawk s and 
owl s ; $20 for bald eagl e s . 

Thu s end s  ano ther c o lumn . I f  you are 
aware of any animal outrage s that 
shou ld be shared , drop me a line i n  
care of the Po s t  Amerikan, P. O .  B ox 
3452 , Bloomi ngton ,  IL 61 702 . You may 
remai n anonymou s i f  d e si red , but 
rememper that unless  one is wi lling 
t o  speak ou t ,  tho se who canno t speak 
will continu e  to suffer i n  silenc e .  

- - RAF 
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Book review 

A ttitude Pro blems 
Reme m be r , bac k i n  the seven t i e s ,  t h a t  
spate o f  se l f -d e f e n s e - fo r -women boo k s  
t h a t  h i t  t h e  p r e s s e s ? W e l l ,  t h e  
e i g h t i e s  have added o n e  o f  t h e i r  own.  
Ca l led A t t i tude , th i s  one is  w r i t t e n  
b y  a w o m a n  n a med L i sa S l i wa ,  n a t i o n a l  
d i r e c tor o f  t h e  Gua r d i a n  Ang e l s .  

For those o f  you ( l i k e  m e )  who don ' t  
r ead you r da i l y new spape r , the 
Gua rd i a n  Ang e l s  a r e  a n a t i o n a l  g r oup,  
founded i n  Ne w Yor k ,  o f  " pub l i c  
de fender s . "  They p a t r o l  subway� and 
o t h e r  h i g h  c r i me a r e a s ,  protec t i ng the 
fo l k s  t h a t  the pol i ce don ' t  have the 
t i me or pe r sonne l to w a t c h  o u t  for . 
Th ey a l so do pub l i c  educat i on .  M s .  
S l i w a h a s  been tou r i ng t h e  coun t r y  f o r  
t h e  l a s t  f i ve or s i x  yea r s  ( s h e ' s  not 
b i g  on d a t i ng t h e  bio pa r t  o f  he r 
boo k ) , t e ach i ng women s e l f - d e f e n s� and 
open i n g  new chapte r s  of the Gua r d i a n  
Ang e l s .  

To r e a c h  t h e  women she w a sn ' t  r e a c h i n g  
o n  h e r  tou r , s h e  w r ote a book . A s  t h e  
cove r b l u r b  say s ,  At t i tude i s  i n tended 
to con ta  i n  "commonsense oef e n se for  
women . "  

T h e  g o o d  n e w s  i s  .t h e  boo � d o e s h a v � 
some so l i d p r ac t i c a l  ad v i c e .  And i t  
h a s  a p r e t t y  i n t e r e s t i ng b i o  o f  S l i wa ,  
w h o  i s  M i s s Ame r i c a - s t y l e  beaut i ful , 
b r i g h t ,  and h a r d  as na i l s .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  t i p s  o n  s a f e t y  a nd s e l f  
d e f e n s e  a r e  p r ac t i c a l  and , we l l ,  
com mon s e n se .  She e x p l a i n s  s e ve r a l  
a vo i d ance and r e s i s tance m e t hod s--po k e  
h i s  e y e s  ou t ,  s tomp o n  h i s  i n s t e p ,  
s tay o u t  o f  un l i t  a r e a s ,  l i k e  th a t .  
She h a s  some i n t e r e s t i ng add i t ions 
that I hadn ' t  heard o f  ( m y  favor i te 
was : i f  someone nabs you f r om beh i nd 

i n  a g roce r y  s to r e  pa r k i n g  lot , w i ng 
your g r oc e r i e s  over you r  h e ad on top 
o f  h i m ) , b u t  m o s t  o f  i t  w a s  s t a n d a r d  
s t u f f .  

Th e bad ne w s  i s  i t ' s  a n  i nc r ed i b l y  
i n s e n s i t i ve book ( i n ten t i ona l l y ,  I 
th i n k --S l i w a  h a s  a so r t  o f  tough 
cook i e  i ma g e ) . Th i s  is not an 
un fo r g i v a b l e  s i n ,  but i f  you a r e  a 
r ape v i c t i m ,  e spec i a l l y  a d a te r ape 
v i c t i m ,  I 'd s k i p  t h i s  one i f  I we r e  
you. I n  the d i spropo r t i o n a t e l y  br i e f  
passage o n  date  rape ( con s i d e r i ng h o w  
h i gh a pe r cen tage o f  r apes a r e  
acqua i n t a nce rape s �  s h e  s a y s  t h a t  a 
woman who a l lows h e r se l f  to be 
p r e s s u r e d  or g u i l t  t r i pped i n to 
nonconsen s u a l  sex i s  "noth i ng more  
t h a n  a p r os t i t u te ." I n  o t h e r  wor d s ,  
i t ' s  a l l  y o u r  f a u l t ,  b a b y .  

She doe s n ' t d e a l  w i th t h e  i s sue o f  
acqua i n tance r ape ( f r i e n d s , r e la t i ve s ,  
o t h e r  f o l k s  y o u  k no w  w e l l  e n o u g h  t o  b e  
l e e r y  o f  pok i ng t h e i r  eyes o u t )  at  
a l l .  I know that i t ' s  a se l f -de f e n s e 
aga i n s t -c r i m e - i n -gen e r a l  boo k ,  and no t 
j us t  aga i n s t -r ape , b u t  t h e  e m ph a s i s  i s  
d e f i n i te l y  on r ape. 

S i n c e  t h e  n a m e  of t h e  b o o k  i s  
A t t i t ud e , you m i g h t  won d e r  w h e r e  t h a t  
concept com e s  i n .  Most  un f o-r tuna t e l y ,  
t h e  t i t le concept i s  t h e  w e a k e s t  pa r t  
o f  t h e  boo k.  S l i w a say s ,  qu i te 
r i g h t l y ,  t h a t  u n l e s s  you have the 
r i g h t  a t t i tude ( i . e . ,  a w i l l i ng n e s s  to 
cause d a mage to an a t t a c k e r  w i thout 
gui  1 t ) , a l l  t h e  se l f  d e f e n se t r a i n i ng 
i n  t h e  wor l d  won ' t  h e l p  you. 

She d e mon s t r a tes th i s  by d e sc r i b i ng a 
i n c i d e n t  i n  w h ich she w a s  n e a r l y  
r aped .  She s a y s  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  h e r  
t r a i n i n g ,  t h e y  h a d  been bea t i ng o n  h e r  
f o r  a w h i le be fore s h e  s t a r t ed f i g h t i ng 

Rep. Schroeder's parental leave proposal 
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back --she d i d n ' t  have the r i g h t  
a t t i t ud e .  The problem i s ,  read i n g  
t h i s  book ( o r  a n y  book -- l e t ' s  b e  f a i r )  
w i l l not g i ve you t h e  r i g h t  a t t i t ud e .  
And s h e  i m p l i e s  t h a t  i t  w i l l .  She 
o f f e r s some s i m pl i s t i c  se l f - esteem 
e xe r c i se s ,  on t h e  a s s umpt ion that i f  
you do these t h i n g s  and s top fee l i ng 
g u i l t y  ( e a s y to s a y ,  h a r d  to d o ) , y o u  
w i l l h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  a t t i t ud e .  You 
w i l l be a b l e  to f e n d  o f f  r a p i s t s  a ]. l  
d ay . 

R i g h t . 

One l a s t  g r i pe - - sh e  goe s to g r e a t  
leng t h s  to d e s c r i be t h e  c r i m i n a l  t ype 
( she ca l l s  ' e m  pe r ve r t s ,  pun k s ,  
dev i a n t s ,  e tc . ) .  The c r i m i n a l  she 
� e s c r i be s  loo k s  a lo t l i k e  w h a t  we !a r ound h e r e  sor t  o f  fond l y  ca l l  the 
d i s a f f e c t e d  youth --pun k e r s ,  h e a v y  
me t a l  f a n s ,  t h e  young o u t c a s t  t ype . 
She e v e n  says , " Th e i r  cho i ce o f  
c lo t h i ng i s  an  a c t  o f  d e f i ance aga i n s t  
conve n t i on a l  soc i e ty. " Ve r y  t r u e .  
B u t  l o t s  o f  f o l k s  w h o  d e f y 
con ve n t iona l soc i e t y  a r e n ' t e ve n  
vag u e l y  i n te r e s ted i n  bash i ng your 
head or r a p i n g  you. And l o t s  o f  fol k s  
w h o  d o  w a n t  t o  b a s h  y o u r  h e a d  o r  r a p e  
y o u  a r e n ' t even v a g ue l y  i n t e r e sted i n  
de f y i ng soc i e ty.  

See m s  l i ke dange r o u s  t h i n k i ng ,  
connec t i n g  t h e  t wo. 

So i f  wha t you ' re look i ng for  i s  
i n t e r e s t i ng n a r r a t i ve and some 
p r a c t i c a l  h i n t s  on h o w  to fee l s a fe r , 
t h i s  i s n ' t  a b a d  b oo k .  B u t  t h e  
theor e t i c a l g r ound wor k i n  t h i s  book i s  
ve r y ,  v e r y  shaky--!  would t a k e  
eve r y th i n g  s h e  s a y s  t h a t  i sn ' t  
conc r e te l y  p r ac t i ca l  w i th a g r a i n  o f  
s a l t .. O r  t wo .  

--Ch r i s  M .  

L i sa S l i wa .  A t t i t ude. C r o w n : Ne w Yor k ,  
1986 . 

Cal i forn ia d ream i n' ' bout  leavi n '  
At f i r s t  g lance , the p i c t u r e  o f  bot h  
f a th e r s  and mothe r s  tak i ng 4 1 / 2  
mon t h s '  l e a ve f r om w o r k  w h e n  they h a v e  
a b a b y  l oo k s  g ood . And u .  S .  Rep.  
Pa t r i c i a  Sch roeder (D [ o f cou r se ] -
Co lo [ o f  cou r se ] )  has pr oposed the 
Fam i l y and Med i c a l  Leave Ac t o f  1 9 8 7, 
wh i c h  wou ld r e gu i re e m pl o ye r s  to g i ve 
n e w  pa r e n t s  18 wee k s ' unpa id le ave . 

The p i c t u r e  look s  fe m i n i s t , too , s i n c e  
i t  wou ld e n c o u r a g e  more c r ea t i ve w a y s  
to b e  pa r e n t s --no w ,  ou t s i d e  o f  
Doone sb�, i t ' s  e xpec ted and 
econom i ca l l y  more sen s i b l e  for the 
wo r k i ng woman than the man to l e ave a 
pa i d  j o b  when they h a ve a baby. She ' s  
e xpec ted t o  p i ck up h e r  ou t s ide wo r k  
l i f e  l a t e r --on l y  some t i mes l a t e r i s  
never , a n d  usua l l y  l a t e r  means a 
sca led-down o r  dead-en d  v e r s i on o f  
w h a t  s h e  d id be f o r e .  I n  shor t ,  l ac k  
o f  g ua r a n teed m a te r n i ty and pa r e n t  
l e a ve r u i n s  h e r  w o r k  l i fe .  

In  on l y  1 0  pe r c e n t  o f  U .  S.  househ o l d s  
i s  t h e  f a t h e r  t h e  s o l e  b r e ad w i n ne r .  
M o r e t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  m o t h e r s  o f  
ch i ld r en und e r  f i ve d o  ou t s i de wor k ,  
i n  sp i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ou r n a t i on ' s  
c h i ld c a r e  s y s t e m  i s  a p u b l i c 
e m ba r r a s sm e n t .  So t h a t ' s  a lot o f  
women who could bene f i t  f rom t h e  
suppo r t  t h a t  t h e  Sch roede r b i l l  
o f f e r s ,  and r ig h t l y  so. 

St i 11. Some of us  h a ve to g r i pe .  

Du r i n g  o u r w o r k  l i f e ,  s o m e  o f  u s  h a v e  
thoug h t f u l l y ,  method i c a l l y ,  and a t  a 
d e g r e e  o f  pe r sona l cos t ,  d e c i ded not 
to l i t t e r  the e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  Pa mpe r s  
and t h e  M c Dona l d ' s  par k i ng lots w i th 
snee r i ng unemployed teenager s. We 
t h i n k  t h a t  we should get some 

leg i s la t i on , too , for  t h i s  commend a b l e  I . t r e s t r a i n  • 

Mos t ch i l d - f r ee women I ' ve d i scussed 
t h i s  w i t h a g r e e  t h a t  g i v i n g  us  1 8  
w ee k s '  vaca t i on a t  nor m a l  br eede r s '  
i n t e r v a l s  ( e ve r y  2 o r  3 y e a r s ? )  i sn ' t  
qu i t e  f a i r . A f te r a l l , pa r e n t a l  leave 
is h a r d l y  a v a c a t ion--more l i ke mov ing 
t e m por a r i l y to anothe r  plane t .  

Ho w e ve r i some sugge s t ,  w h a t  i f  w e  w e r e  
g ua r a n teed 1 8  wee k s  t o  d o  e qu i va le n t  
s e r v i c e -- some t h i ng k i nd o f  g r i m  and 
t i r i n �  and e d uc a t i ona l and bor i ng and 
se l f le s s ,  but nece s s a r y  to the h e a l th y  
con t i nu a t i on o f  l i fe o n  t h e  plane t ?  
L i ke s i t t i ng i n  t o  s top n u c l e a r  pow e r  
o r  nuc l e a r  w a r , or ted ious l y  coun t i ng 
membe r s  o f  e ndangered spec i e s  i n  some 
d a m p  ch i l l y  r e g i on , o r  h a n d i n g  out 
smud�y pamph l e t s  e xpl a i n i ng soc i a l i sm 
to Ne w Yor k e r s ,  or go i n g  to j a i l  for 
some g lo r i o u s  a c t  o f  c i v i l  
d i sobed i e nce , o r  c a m p i n g  o u t  w i th no 
bug r e pe l le n t  on the N i c a r ag uan bor d e r 
to d i scou r a ge u. s. bom b i ng , or do i n g  
hope l e s s  r e pe t i t i ve w o r k  a t  a b a t t e r ed 
women ' s  s h e l t e r ?  Hey ,  t h a t  oug h t a  
co1.m t ! 

I pe r son a l l y  wou ld approve 18 wee k s '  
g u a r a n teed l ea ve � from wo r k ,  i n  
add i t i o n ,  f o r  lea r n i ng t o  play the 
p i a no ,  speak French l i ke in the 
mov i e s , pa i n t  pe r fe c t  w a t e r c o l o r s  o f  
w i ld f lo we r s ,  a nd f a l l  i n  love.  

When Con g r e s s  ge t s  a r ound to dec id i n g  
a l l  t h e  t h i ng s  t h a t  a r e  wor t h wh i le for  
peop l e  t o  d o  i n s t e a d  of  w a g e  w o r k  f o r  
1 8  w ee k s ,  I h a ve a r e a l l y  long l e t t e r  
t o  w r i te .  

--Phoebe C au l f i e ld 

I • 

FINEST GAY. ENTERTAlHMEN 
-..,._ tN CENTRAL. I LLINOIS 

O P E N  NIGHTt.Y 'TIL 4A.M. 
P R E S E N T  TH IS  AD AT THE BAR 
fi:OR A DRINK. LIMIT . ONE' PER 

CUST�MER P E R  NIGHT 
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Post-Ameri kan benefit aftermath 

Local lineu p: From pu n k  to 
poetics 

It had to happen . 

The nat ives were growing ever more rest
less . Time seemed s tuck in its tracks-
some wondered i f  we had reached the 
end of history . B ut then , all at once , 
it appeared . 

Live mus ic and art in Bloomington/ 
Normal . 

With the clos ings of the Galery and 
the underground c l ub Hell last spring , 
l ive per formance bec ame harder to find 
in this community . The Post Amer ikan 
Bene fit of Feb . 7 ,  held at the Eddy 
B uild ing in downtown Bloomington , 
provided a much needed s howc ase for 
the works of many of the artists who 
continue to s tr ive among us . 

Bes ides that, it was a helluva good 
time . 

Next S t ep opened the evening ' s  fes
tivities with a raucous mix of rock, 
p unk , and reggae numbers . To quote 
sportscas ter Vin S c ully,  " These boys 
c ame here to play . " 

The Earl ' s  Breakdown took the stage . 
This band s hould c all i t ' s  f ir s t  album 
"Pee Wee Herman Meets the Beatles . "  
The ir d iverse , sl ightly neurotic 
repertoire incl udes everything from 
hard-dr iving orig inals to variations 
on the " Peanut s "  theme . 

Mike Hogan did an excerpt from a play 
by Wallace Har t ,  which discusses , 
among thing s ,  desens itizat ion . I t  was 
Mike ' s  dramatic debut , but no one 
could tell . This man seems to be good 
at most anything he doe s . Espec ially 
prac t ic ing . 

Next up , That Secret Toxic Tricycle 
Hope , a . k . a .  the Collec t ive , proved 
that the best minds of our generation 
have not all been des troyed by madness . 
Indeed , some produce fine mus ic . 
TSTTH kept the aud ience puls ating with 
its contagious array of original 
material . Keep a lookout : they s hould 
be playing again soon . That i s ,  i f  
they can keep Secret Dave o u t  of a 
s trait j acket . 

Collaborative artists Ed Ridgeway and 
Todd Garr ison the presented another of 
their mys terious , spell-binding per
formances . These two seem to dwell in 
previously unexplored territories of 
l ight and sound . Watch for more of 
their perfo�mances in the near future 
in Normal and/or Bloomington . 

S ubsequently, the b and it appeared . 
i t  fashioned songs in irreverent 
t ime s ignature s ,  and ran the scales 
from Turkish blues to Henry Manc ini 
( "Baby Elephant Walk " was a crowd 

pleaser ) . it was on a somewhat dif�er
ent plane . And , bel ieve me , it ' s  
only j us t  begun . 

Then, after a few choice words from 
verbal artist Jonno Guzzo, One B ig 
Woman c ame to the stage for its f inal 
performance anywhere . The b iggest 
enigma s ince the Tr iune God ( three 
into one ? ) , OBW will be sorely mis sed 
in Bloomington/Normal . B ut ,  as s inger/ 
guitar i s t  Lisa Formos a  is going to 
C h icago to pursue a theatric al c areer , 
there is an o f f  chance that OBW may be 
seen in some future remake of " Dream 
Girls . "  

Charlie King and Martha Leader will appear at the Bloomington 
Carpenter ' s  Hall on March 26 to benefit the McLean County 
Union News . Please see story on next page . 

Rounding out the evening, 100 East 
offered its well s tyled, highly
energized body of sound . Actual ly , 
the whole b u ilding s tarted to s hake 
when the drummer started pounding 
those skins . Excellent j ob .  

Thanks go to everyone who made the 
bene fit pos s ible , inc l ud ing performers , 
those who helped with equipment, etc . ,  
and the 300 plus who attended . A 
spec ial thanks to Larry Sylves ter and 
Mary Ann Dillman for once again pro
vid ing their space to meet the needs 
of B/N ' s  artistic community . Don ' t  
miss rr;antra mash ' 87 ,  " artluck , "  to be 
held at the Eddy Build ing on S at . ,  
April 2 5 . Between now and then, keep 
s upporting live performance . 

It hqs to happen again . 

- -MJ 

There's a 
Four-Letter 

Word for 
Recycling. 

Cal l  
OPERATION RECYCLE 

829-0691 
Mclean County's only not-for-profit 

community recycling center 

1 1 00 W. Market 

B loomington, I L  

• Drop offs • Buyback 
• Recycle drives 



-LE T T E R�-
Taki ng "fifth" 
leg it imate right 
Dear Post Arner ikan , 

I have a complaint about something 
you pr inted in your January , 1987 
edition (pg . 1 7 ) . Your reprint o f  
the "Sc andal Scorecard" from Waves , 
Jan . ,  1987 inc ludes , as an impropriety 
and illegal ity, "Took the F ifth . " 

I bel ieve I speak for most Post 
readers when stat ing that taking the 
F ifth Amendment is a Constitutional 
Right of every Americ an c itizen and 
t herefore c an hardly be considered 
illegal or scandalous in any respec t .  

I n  the last sentence o f  paragrap h  2 ,  
a reference i s  made to obs tr uc tion 
of Jus t ice-I wonder if this is in 
d irec t relation to the " scandalous " 
taking of the F ifth Arnnndment? 

Although this was a reprinted article,  
I am s urpr ised that the Pos t ,  usually 
a staunch upholder of freedoms and 
r ights of all people , made no note 
of disagreement with this s tatement . 

Kim 
Chicago , Ill inois 

Koko Taylor 
KOKO TAYLOR , i nternation a l ly acc l a imed 
a s  the " Queen o f  the B l ue s , "  wi l l  be 
appea r i ng for one n ight o n l y , Friday , 
Februa ry 2 7 , a t Du f fy ' s , 4 6 04 Pro spect 
Rd . ,  Peori a  Heights . Perform i ng with 
M s .  Taylor wi l l  be her crack touring 
and recording b a n d , THE BLUES MAC H IN E . 
Showtime is 9 : 00 p . m .  

New women's 
g roup start ing 
A n e w  wom y n ' s  suppo r t  g r oup i s  s ta r t i n g  
i n  B l oom i n g ton -Nor m a l .  The me mbe r s  o f  
t h e  g r o u p  w o u l d l i k e t o  i n v i t e a l l  
loc a l  wom yn to j o i n  them a s  they 
e xp l o r e  a t t i t ud e s ,  po s s i b le f u t u r e s ,  
r i t ua l s ,  con s c iou s n e s s  r a i s i n g , and 
empowe r men t .  

The g r oup mee t s  on Monday n i g h t s .  For 
more i n fo r m a t i on about the g r oup c a l l  
Nancy a t  82 7 -49 5 1  o r  Sus i e  a t  828- 5 6 6 2 .  

Roommate wanted 
Non - sm o k i n g  and r e l a t i ve l y  qu i e t  
r oom m a t e/boa r d e r  sough t  by ! SU 
profe s sor . Own room i n  bea u t i fu l  
h i stor ic home a t  Taylor and C lay ton 
S t r e e t s  in B loom i n g ton . Fou r 
bed r oom s ,  2 bath room s ,  2 wo r k i ng 
woodbu r n i n g  f i r eplace s ,  sunpa r lour 
w i th Ea s t e r n  e xpos u r e .  Age ,  r ace , 
gende r ,  se x ua l  or i e n t a t ion not i ssue s ;  
pets negot i a b le .  $2 2 5  p l u s  1/3 o f  
u t i l i t i e s .  Con tact Pa u l  S i eg e l ,  82 7 -
06 2 9 .  

NERVE GAS Testing i n  Your Backyard? 
F i n d  out with a free copy of  the 
Winter RECON , P . O .  box 14602, 
Phi l ade l phia ,  PA 19134 . 

FREE L I ST o f  redhot books about the 
struggle for peace and j ustice around 
the worl d  from RECON , P . O .  Box 1 4 6 02 ,  
Phil ade lphi a ,  P A  191 34. 
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-C OM MUN ITY N EW S-
U n ion News benefit 
Fol k s i ng e r  Ch a r l i e K i ng w i l l appe a r  a t  
t h e  B loom i n g ton C a r pe n te r s  Ha l l ,  2002 
B e i ch Road ( by How a r d  Joh n s on ' s ) at 7 
p . m .  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h 2 6 ,  i n  a 
bene f i t  for  the L i v i ng s ton and McLean 
Coun t i e s  Un i on Ne w s .  

K i ng w i l l b e  accompan i ed b y  M a r t h a  
Le ade r ,  a f i dd le p laye r .  K i ng i s  
f a m o u s  for  h i s top i cal , f u l l  o f  humor 
and po i n te d  commen t a r y  abo u t  c u r r e n t  
i s s u e s .  He h a s  wo r k ed a s  a so lo act 
and has tou r ed r e ce n t l y  w i th the f o l k  
g r oup B r i g h t  Mo r n i ng S t a r .  K i ng h a s  
reco r d e d  f o u r  so lo a lbum s ,  a n d  h i s  
l a te s t ,  " M y  He� r t  Keeps Sne a k i n ' Up on 
My Head , "  w a s  h i g h l i g hted and 
r ecommen d ed by B i l lboa r d  Mag�z i ne . 

M a r tha Le a d e r  i s  from Ne w Eng land , and 
has appe a r ed to numerous a ud iences 
the r e , wor k i ng a s  a so lo ac t ,  w i th 
b l ue g r a s s  band s ,  a nd w i th a wome n ' s  
t r i o .  S h e  co- founded L i v i n g  Ra i nbo w ,  
a b i - l i ng u a l  band o f  b l ac k ,  wh i te ,  and 
La t i n  m u s i c:: i a n s . 

The L i v � ng ston and McLean Coun t i e s  
Un i on Ne w s  i s  t h e  loca l o f f i c i a l  
pub l i ca t i on o f  organ i z ed l a bo r , 
d i s t r i bu ted mon thly to u n i on membe r s  
i n  the t wo-county a r e a .  Proceeds f r om 
the conce r t  w i l l  bene f i t  the Un ion 
News . 

T i c k e t s  a r e  $5.  They w i l l be 
a v a i l a b le a t  the door , or can be 
obt a i ned by ca l l i n g  82 8-436 8 .  

Sabia to perform 
SAB IA will b e  performing Monday, April 
6,  at 8 : 00 p . m .  at Hayden Auditorium . 
The performance will be sponsored by 
CISPES and Pledge o f  Res is tance . 
Sound will be provided by Roper 
Acoustic s/Midwes t  Concerts . Tickets 
are $ 3 . 00 .  C all 829-3 9 54 for infor
mation . 

.... 
SAB IA is a group o f  mus icians unlike 
any other . 

S ince SABIA' s  early inception as a 
young , all women quartet spec ializing 
in Latin Amer ican mus ic , they have 
s tead ily expanded and developed into 
an exc i ting , p owerful group of s ix 
with an indefinable quality that 
separates them from all others . 

/ . 
Based in Los Angel.e s ,  SABIA ' s  material 
is drawn from a wide variety of 
sources ; the "Nueva C anc ion " or New 
Song Movement (composition f irmly 
rooted in the folklore o f  Latin Americ a 
that speaks to s ituations relevant 

today) , original compositions by 
members of the group and other 
contemporary works by a variety o f  
writers i n  the Americ as . The g�oup ' s  

Sen ior citizen 
health check 

The McLean County Health Department 
will be conducting a health screening 
c l inic for senior c itizens at the 
Colfax American Legion Hall ,  Colfax ,  on 
Wednesday, Marc h 4, 1987 , from 1 : 00 
p . m .  to 2 : 30 p . m .  

Hematocrit,  glucose and blood pre s s ure 
tests will be provided to senior 
c it izens s ixty years of age or older . 

A Health Education program, "Phys ical 
Fitnes s  for Senior C i tizens , "  will be 
provided by BroMenn Wellness Center . 

Senior C itizens Health C heck is a 
program provided by the McLean County 
Health Dep artment through p artial 
s upport of the Eas t Central Illinois 
Area Agency on Aging . 

For information , call the Health 
Department at 4 54-1161 . 

Donations reques ted . 

D iabetes 
su pport g roup 

Do you or someone you care about have 
'
diabetes ?  Do you have questions , 
concerns , feel ings , and ins ights you 
want to s hare ? The Diabetes Support 
Group ( affiliated with the Corn Belt 
C hapter of the Americ an Diabetes 
Assoc iat ion) meets 7-9 p . m .  the f ir s t  
T uesday of every J.'llOnth in the basement 
F ac ulty Conference Room of the Men
nonite School of Nursing , corner of 
N. E as t  St . and E .  C he s tnut St . ,  
B loomington . For more information, 
c all Margaret Wol f ,  8 2 8-887 5 . 

repertoire is fur ther enhanced by a 
unique collection of songs written by 
for , by and about women . 

SAB IA has toured extens ively through
out the United S tate s ,  C anada and 
Central Americ a .  In 198 3 ,  SAB IA was 
asked by the United Nations High 
Conunis s ion on Ref ugees to perform for 
S alvadorean refugees at the Mes a  
Grande Refugee C amp in Hond uras . Out 
o f  that experienc e ,  SABIA produced a 
c as sette/songbook collection o f  songs 
written and s ung by the refugees at 
the camp titled " Hear Our Voices . "  

In a�ition to their live performances , 
SABIA has recorded two albums : 
FORMANDO UN PUENTE-BUILDING BRIDGES 

on Redwood Records , October 1984 
PORTAVOZ-VOICE CARRIER on Flying Fish 

Records , December 1986 

Diesel Dick 's 

* * ' *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

hE SPECIALIZE 

IN GM DIESEL 
CAR REP'1IR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

i 508 N MADISON i 9:00 -530 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * • • •  -+ 

COMPLETE 
A UTOMOTIVE 

� 
TRUCK 

SER VICE 

'i i ' ·  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

FOREIGN � 
DOMESTIC 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * · � · �· 

I GAS � DIESEL 
� · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

I 828 -1114
, 
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The U 
.. . � Pigout review 

n derg rou n d  

I f  you ' ve been r e ad i ng the Po st for a 
wh i l e n o w  you may be f a m i l iar-W i th the 
w i t ty a nd i n s i g h t f ul r e v i e w s  o f  the 
Unde r g r o und B a r f l i e s  and the 
Unde r g r ound Veg e t a r i an .  Just  so you 
don ' t  get the i m pr e s s i on t h a t  a l l  we 
do a r ound h e r e  is d r i n k  beer  a nd eat 
sprou t s ,  h e r e  com e s  " The Und e r g round 
G l u t ton , "  o u t  to p r ove that some 
h i pp i e s '  e a t i n g  h a b i t s  a r e  j us t  as  
pol i t i c a l l y  i nco r r e c t  a s  the n e x t  
g uy ' s ,  un l e s s  t h e  n e x t  g uy happe n s  t o  
b e  Id i Am i n .  

W h a t  w e  d i d w a s  t o  g o  i n  s e a r c h o f  t h e  
be st food b a r g a i n  i n  t o w n , for those 
who wan t to con sume m a s s  quan t i t i e s  
for a s m a l l  a mount o f  money.  Some 
have s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  you g e t  what  you 
pay for , b u t  that  wou l d  d epend on you r 
t a s t e , o r  pe r h aps m o r e  accu r a t e l y ,  
you r l ac k  o f  i t .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  c ase , 
we found t w o  p l a c e s  whe r e  the hung r y  
c a n  l a y  o u t  j u s t  a f e w  d o l l a r s  a n d  g o  
home a f e w  be l t  s i z e s  b i gg e r .  

S hakey ' s  B u f fet, 

th e h uman feed trough 

I f  you a r e  look i ng for good t a s te , i n  
the f ood o r  i n  the a t mosphe r e ,  don ' t  
go to S h a k e y ' s  f o r  the d i nn e r  b u f fe t .  
B u t  i f  you have a n  i n s a t i ab l e  
a ppe t i te ,  t h i s  could be you r k i nd o f  
p l ace . S h a k e y ' s P i z z a  ( the same p lace 
t h a t  w a s  r u m o u r e d  t o  u s e  dog food as a 
p i z za topp i ng a few y e a r s  a g o ? )  o f f er s 
a n  " a l l  you can e a t "  bu f fe t  feat u r i ng 
not o n l y  s e ve r a l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  p i z za 
( " I ' l l  h a ve m i ne w i th m ush r oo m s  and 
Alpo , p l e a s e " )  but abou t f i fty y a r d s  
o f  o t h e r  f a vo r i te s  cove r i ng a l l  of  t h e  
food g r oups m a n y  t i m e s  over . 

F o r  $ 3 . 6 9 ( d a y )  o r  $ 4 . 1 9 ( e v e n i n g ) , 
the r avenous can be l l y  up to the 
b u f f e t  for sa lad bar  f i x i n g s , a l l  
m a n n e r  of e n t r e e s ,  and a l a r g e  
s e l e c t i on o f  m a i n  d i sh e s .  Ch i c ken , 
f i sh , h a m , spaghe t t i - -you name i t ,  
i t ' s  l i k e l y  to be he r e ,  a long w i th 
potatoe s ,  cobbler , ve g e t a b l e s ,  and 
l o t s  m o r e s t u f f ,  some w e  couldn ' t  e v e n  
i d en t i f y .  N o t  that  th i s  food i s  

·\ G l utton 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t a s t y ,  though i t  i sn ' t 
h o r r i b l e  e i th e r -- i f  you ' v e  been on a 
s t e a d y  d i e t  o f  do r m  food o r  macaron i 
and chee se , th i s  m ig h t  s e e m  j u st l i ke 
w h a t  Mom used to m a k e . 

Ge ne r a l ly spe a k i ng ,  the b u f f e t  h a s  
t h a t  ce r t a i n  i n s t i t ut i ona l gene r i c 
t a s t e le s s n e s s  about i t ,  b u t  most of  
the p a t r o n s  don ' t  se e m  to be here to 
savor t h e i r  d i nner . The a ppea l  of  
Sha k ey ' s  is  to e a t  a s  m uch o f  a s  many 
food s as  pos s i b le . Many w i de -eyed 
p a t r o n s  cou ld be seen g o i ng bac k a g a i n  
a nd a g a i n ,  f i n a l ly leav i ng w i th that  
s at i s f i e d  look  worn on ly by one who 
h a s  e a t e n  m o r e  t h a n  any h u m a n  be i n g  i s  
r e a l i s t i c a l l y capable o f  con s u m i n g .  
Y o u  m a y  h a v e  s e e n  i t  i n  y o u r  o w n  h o m e s  
a t  Tha n k s g i v i n g  d i nne r .  

W e  m i g h t  a d d  h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  
m o s t  r e l a x i ng env i ronment t o  e a t  i n .  
Th i s  c a n  be pa r t i a l ly a t t r i bu ted to 
t h e  s t a m pe d e  b a c k  t o  t h e  t r o u g h  to 
l o ad up another  p l a te .  S h a k e y ' s i s  
a l s o  a b i g  p l a c e , a n d  w h e n  f i l l e d  w i t h  
b i g  appe t i te s ,  i t  can be p r e t t.y no i s y ,  
e sp e c i a l l y  w h e n  i t  s e e m s  t o  be a 
f a v o r i te spot for h i g h  schoo l e r s  i n  
s e a r c h  o f  p i g -out n i r va n a . 

Do n ' t  g o  t o  S h  a k e y ' s f o r  t h e  
a tm o s phe r e ,  don ' t  g o  for the t a s t e .  
Actua l l y ,  don ' t  g o  a t  a l l  u n l e s s  you 
a r e  i n  s e a r c h  o f  m o r e  f o o d  t h a n  y o u r 
bod y c o u ld process i n  the n e x t  t h r ee 
mon th s . 

M r. Q u ick s ,  

T h e  critic' s ch oice 

For the f a s t  food a f i c i onado , the be s t  
b u r g e r  d e a l  i n  t o w n  c a n  be f o u n d  a t  
M i s te r  Qu i c k ' s ,  on the cor n e r  o f  
C l i n ton a n d  Wa sh i ng ton S t r e e t s  i n  
Bl oom i n g ton . A long t i m e f i x t u r e  a t  
th i s  loc a t ion (one Post s t a f f e r  can 
t r ace her  r e la t i onshTp w i t h Qu i c k ' s  
back about t we n ty y e a r s) , M i s te r 
Qu i c k ' s  o f fe r s  not o n l y  decent f a s t  
food a t  r e a sonable p r i ce s ,  b u t  a 
un ique a t mosph e r e  so r e l y  m i s s i ng a t  
your a ve r a ge M c Don a l d ' s  o r  B u r g e r  
K i ng . 

For one th i n g , people c a n  a c t u a l l y  be 
seen a r r i v i ng at M i s t e r  Qu i c k ' s  on 
f oo t .  W h e n  w a s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e y o u  s a w  
that  h a ppen a t  a non-c a m p u s  
M c Don a l d ' s ?  M i s t e r  Qu i c k ' s' i s  located 
in  a n e i g h bo r h ood . Ye s ,  i t  i s  on a 
busy i n te r sec t i on ,  but the r e  a r e  
a c t u a l h o u s e s  n e x t  door , n o t  m a l l s  o r  
i n te r s t a t e s .  Custome r s  a ppe a r  to 
r a nge f r om S t a te F a r m  t ype s to s t r e e t  
fo l k s ,  but the atmosph e r e  i s  f r i end l y  
a n d  we lcom i ng .  Some o f  u s  have spent 
hou r s  a t  a t i me obse r v i n g  th i s  me l t i n g 
p o t  o f  a c t i v i t y f r o m  t h e  c o m f o r t o f  a 
boo th w i th a panor a m i c  v i e w  of  
Wash i ng ton Street.  The r u shed 
a t mosph e r e  o f  the typ i c a l  f a s t  food 
ch a i n  i s  i ne x p l icably m i s s i ng f r om 
M i s t e r  Qu i c k ' s . 

( Some m i g h t  reca l l  t h a t  a f e w  ye a r s  
ago the Po st g a ve Qu i c k ' s  a 
p l a s t i f i ca t ion a w a r d  for the t a s t e f u l  
u s e  of  a r t i f i c i a l  bushes.  W e  a re 
p l e a s e d  to announce t h a t  the bushes 
have d i sappe a r ed.  We m i g h t  a lso po i n t  
out t h a t  the r e  i s  a n  a c t ua l ,  
fr equen t l y  u sed , phone booth ou t s i d e  
o f  Qu i c k ' s ,  an endange r ea-a r t i f a c t  
t h e se d a y s . )  
A n d  w h a t  a b o u t  t h e  f o o d ? No be t t e r  o r  
wor se t h an m o s t , but t h e  r e a l  d r a w i ng 
c a r d  i s  the Even i ng Spec i a l .  From 
4 : 3 0  u n fi l 1 0 : 0 0 ,  y o u  c a n  g e t  a 
h a m b u r g e r , f r i e s ,  and a so f t  d r i n k  f o r  
99  c e n t s .  Th i s  i s  h a l f  o f  what  a 
com pa r a b l e  m e a l cos t s  a t  any of the 
other j o i n t s ,  and , get th i s ,  they 
don ' t  cook the b u r g e r  u n t i l  you o r d e r  
i t  . •  w h a t  a concep t - - the p i c ky e a t e r  
w h o  w a n t s  j us t  k e tchup o n  the i r  
s p e c i a l  ( t h a t ' s  a " o n e  K a n d  o n e "  i n  
Qu i c k  l i n g o )  doe sn ' t  w a i t  any long e r  
than a n yone e l se , and i t ' s  hot e v e r y  
t ime . 

Th e r e  a r e  o t h e r  w ee k l y  spec i a l s on t h e  
o t h e r  s e l e c t i on s --tende r lo i n s ,  
che e se bu rge rs , e t c . - - p romi nently 
d i s p l ayed on the s ign o u t s i de each 
wee k ,  but w e  recomm end the "one and 
one . "  O r  t wo ,  or t h r e e , or m o r e  i f  
you a r e  r e a l l y  hung r y ,  but s i t  bac k ,  
r e l a x , t a k e  your t i me .  You can even 
buy a Pos t  A m e r i k an f r o m  the mach i n e  
a c r o s s  the -s-t ree-r:-

- -Anna Rexia 

Ti n a  h a t  n ever  had a t eddy  b ea r  • • • • 

y 

t o :  POST A M E R I KA N  B l o o m ingt on, I L  

. . .  A mo ther ' s love . A do l l  to cuddle . 

Conservative poli t i cal i deas . But she 

do e s  know fear , re j e ct i o n ,  and di s con

ne ction no ti ces . 

For j ust $4 a year,  yo u can help 

a hippie like Tina . 

Thro ugh o ur subs cription program 

you can he lp provide a hippi e  with ac

cess to radical i deas , alternative life 

styl e s , and wild propagandi sti c opin

ions . And even a laugh or two . 

But don ' t  wai t . Subscribe . Buy 

a T - shi rt . Send mone y . S e nd words . 

Somewhere , right now ,  a hippi e i s  

dying o f  s tagnation and negle ct . 

you can help . 

Only 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Se nd m e  a sub s c r iption , $ 4  
S end me a Po s t  Amer ikan or 

Punk Rocker t - s h i rt , $ 7  
S M L XL 

S ena me your thanks for my generous 
contr ibution . 
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