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The Post-Amerikan i s  a worker c on
trol led collect i ve that puts o ut thi s  
paper. I f  you ' d l ike t o  he lp, give 
us a cal l and le ave your name with our 
wonder ful answering machine. Then 
we ' l l call you b ack and give you the 
rap about the Post. You s tart work at 
nothing pe r hour and stay there. 
Everyone is pai d the s ame. Ego 
grati f i cation and good karma are the 
fringe bene fits. 

De cis ions are made col lective l y  by 
sta f f  member s  at our regular meetings. 
Al l worke rs have an equa l voice. The 
Pos t has no e d i to r  or hie rarchical 
structure, so quit c alling up and 
asking who ' s  in charge. A in ' t  nobody 
in charge. 

Anybody who reads this paper c an te l l  
the type o f  stuff we print. A l l 
worthwhi l e  material i s  we l c ome. We 
try to choos e  articles that are time ly, 
relevant, informative, and not avail
ab le in other l ocal me d i a. We wi l l  
not print anything -rac i s t, sexist or 
age ist. 

Most of our mate rial and inspiration 
for mate rial comes from the community. 
We encourage you, the reader, to 
become more than a reader. We we lcome 

a l l  stories and tips for stories, 
which you can mai l to our o f fice. The 
deadline for the next i s sue i s  March 25 

We l ike to print your letters. Try to 
be brie f. I f  you write a s hort 
ab usive letter, i t ' s l ikely to ge t in 
print. B ut l ong abus ive letters, 
e spec i al ly one s·that set forth i deas 
you c an re ad in Time magaz ine every 
week, are not likely to get printed. 
Long, b r i l l i antly wri tten, non- ab us i ve 
letters may, i f  we see fit, be printed 
as art i c les. 

If  you ' d  l ike to come work on the Post 
and/or come to mee tings , cal l us at 
828- 7232 . You can also reach folks at 
82S- 6 8 8 5 .  

You c an make bread hawking the P os t- -
15¢ a copy, except f o r  the first 5 0  
copies, on which you make only 1 0 ¢  a 
copy. Cal l us at 828-7232.  

Mai l ,  whi c h  we more than wel c ome, 
s hould be sent to: Post-Ame rikan, 
PO Box 3452, B l oomington IL 6 1 7 0 1 .  
Be s ure you te l l  us i f  you don ' t_want 
your letter printe d !  Otherwi se, i t ' s  
l ikely to end up on our letters page. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.goo(} nwubeus 
A lcoholics Anonymous 8 2 8 - 5 049 
Ame rican C i vi l  Lib e rties Union 454- 1 7 8 7  
CETA 827-4026 
Clare House ( Catholic Workers ) 828-40 3 5  
Community for Social Acti on 452-48 6 7  
Connection House 829 - 5 7 1 1  
Countering Domestic Violence 827-40 0 5  
Department o f  Chi l dren and F am i ly 

S ervices 828- 0 0 22 
Department o f  Health, Education and 

We lfare ( Social Security )  829 - 9 436 
Department of Menta l  Hea lth 828-43 1 1  
Draft Counsel ing 452- 5 046 , 8 28-40 3 5  
Gay Peop le's Alliance ( I S U )  828- 9 0 8 5  
God 8 0 0-JC5- 1 0 0 0  ( in New Jers ey , 20 1 -

5 5 5- 1212) 
HELP ( transportation for handicapped 

and senior citi z ens ) 828- 8 3 0 1  
I l l inoi s Lawyer Re ferral S e rvice 

8 0 0 - 252- 8 9 1 6 
Kaleidoscope 828-7 346 
McLean County Economic Opportunity 

Corpora tion 829 - 1 921 
McLean County Health Dept . 829 - 3 3 6 3 

Mob i le Me als ( for shut- ins ) 828 - 8 3 0 1  
National Health C are Services ( abortion 

a s s i stance in Peori a )  6 9 1 - 9 0 7 3  
National Runaway Swi tchboard 8 0 0-621-

40 0 0 ;  i n  I l lino i s  8 0 0 - 9 72- 6 0 0 4  
Occupati ona l Deve lopment C enter 

828 - 7 324 -
PATH ( Pers onal As s i s tanc e Te lephone 

Help ) 827-40 0 5  or 8 0 0 - 322- 5 0 1 5  
Parents Anonymous 827-40 0 5  ( PATH )  
P lanned Paren thood 827- 8 0 25 
Pos t-Ame rikan 828- 7232 
Prairie S tate Legal Services 827 - 5 021 
Proj ect Oz 827- 0 3 7 7  
Pub l ic Aid, McLean County 827-4621 
Rape C r i s i s  Center 827-40 0 5  ( PATH ) 
Smal l Changes Books tore 829-6223 
S unny s i de Ne ighborhood Center 827 - 5 428 
Te leCare 8 28- 8 30 1  
Unemp loyment C ompen sation/Job Service 

827 - 6 2 3 7  
Un i ted Farmworkers Support Group 

452- 5 0 46 
Women ' s  Switchboard 8 0 0 - 9 27 - 5404 

Post Sellers 
••••••••••••••••••••• 

BLOOMINGTON 

T hat Other Gift S tore, 1 1 1  w. Front 
Amtrak s tat ion, 1200 w. Front 
The Back Porch, 402� N. Main 
B i a s i ' s  Drugstore, 2 1 7  N. Main 
Bus Depot, 523 N. East 
Common Ground, 516 N� Main 
Discount Den, 20 7 N. Main 
Gene ' s  Dri ve-.in, 1 0 19 s. Main 
Haag Drugs tore, 50 9 w. Was hington 
K-Mart, at parking lot entrance o f f  

o f  Empi re 
Kroge r ' s, 1 1 1 0  E. Oak l and 
Last P age, 416 N. Main 
L aw & Jus t ic e  C enter, We s t  Fron t 
Main and Front, southwest corne r 
Main and Washington, northeast corner 
Medusa ' s  Adul t World, 420 N. Mad i s on 
Me l -0-Cream Doughnuts, 90 1 N. Main 
Mike ' s  Market, 1 0 1 3  N. Park 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
My P lace, 424 N. Mai n  
P antagraph ( i n  front.o f b ui lding), 

3 0 1  w. Washington 
· 

The P ark S to re ,  Wood and Al lin 
Red Fox, 9 1 8 W. Market 
Sma l l  Changes Books tore, 409A N. Main 
Steak n Shake, Locust and C l inton 
U. S. Post O f fi ce ,  151 1 E. Empire (at 

exit) 
U. S. Post O f fice, Center and Monroe 
Was h  Hous e ,  6 0 9  N. Cl inton 
Washington & C l i nton, southeas t corner 

NORMAL 

Alamo I I, 3 1 9  North ( in front) 
B l ue Dahl i a, 121 E. Beaufort 
Bowling & B i l l i ards Center, ISU 
Cage, I SU Uni versity Union 
Dairy Queen, 1 1 1 0 s. Main 
Dras tic P lastic Records, 1 1 5  North 
E i sner ' s, East College & T owanda ( at 

Col leqe entrance ) 
F ihk ' s, 1 1 1  E. Beaufort ( in front) 
Midstate Truck P la z a, U. S. 5 1  north 
Mother Murphy ' s , 1 1 1� North 
North & Broadway, s outhe as t corner 
O l d  Main Bookstore, 20 7 S. Main 
Record Service ,  Watte rson P l ace 
Redbi r·d I GA, 30 1 s. Main 
Upper Cut, 3 1 8  Kings ley 
White Hen Pantry, 20 7 Broadway ( in 

front ) 

OUTTA TOWN 

Urbana, Hori zon Bookstore, 5 1 7 s. 
Goodwin 

Bla ckburn Co llege Bookstore , 
Carlinville, Illino i s  

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supre me C o u rt s ays ... 

Don't bother us Vlith 
the constitution 

Bet you thought the Supreme Court 
decided constitutional issue s .  Well , 
gue s s  again. In a rec ent dec i s i o n ,  a 
slim majority o f  the high c o urt 
virtually igno red the First Amend
ment ' s  c onc ern for the separat ion o f  
church and state and , i n  e ffec t , told 
c i t i z ens t o  quit bothering the federal 
court s with t rivial things like the 
Constitut ion and the general wel fare 
o f  the country . 

On Jan. 12 , the Court rul ed , 5-4 , that 
a group called Americans United for 
Separat ion of Church an.i Stat e  has no 
legal standing to bl ock trans fer o f  
77 acres worth $1,J mill ion to th e 
Vall ey Forge Chris t i an College. The 
coll ege is run by the fundamentalist 
Ass embli e s  of God, 

Although Americans Unit ed charged that 
the gift of former Army ho spital 
grounds t o  the sectarian Pennsylvania 
school violat e s  the Constitut ion,  the 
C ourt's deci s ion s idest epped the 
church- stat e i ssue and inst ead fo cused 
on the t e c hni cal que stion o f  whether 
members of the c i t i z ens group had 
suffered any real harm by the 
t ransfer. 

The group had argued that the transfer 
infringed on their constitutional 
rights as taxpayers and c i t i z ens , and 
the u,s. Jrd C ircuit Court o f  Appeal s 
had rul ed that they could pro c e ed as 
" c i t i z ens with a shared individuated 
right " to s e e  that the First Amend
ment was honored . 

Judi ci al jar gon 

In revers ing the Circuit C o urt ' s  
rul ing. the Supreme Co urt cri t i c i z ed 
the_ appeal s court for ta king an 
" unusually bro ad and novel vi ew� o f  
the do ctrine o f  legal standing , which 
i s  judic ial jargon for the right o f  
acc e s s  t o  the federal court s. 

Jus t i c e  William Rehnquist , wri t ing for 
the majority , said the plaint i ffs had 
failed to all ege "an injury of any 
kind ,  economic or o therwi s e ,  
sufficient t o  convey standing. " The 
claim that the government had viol at ed 
the e st abl i shment o f  religion clause 
in the First Amendment "do es not 
provide a spe c ial license t o  roam the 
country in s e arch o f  governmental 
wrongdo ing and to reveal their 
discoveri e s  in federal court s , " wro t e  
Rehnquist . " The federal c o urts were 
simply not c onstitut ed as ombudsmen 
of the general welfare. " 

In o ther wo rds , the government can 
turn the whole country into one b i g  
revival meeting and the Supreme C o urt 
won ' t  do diddly- squat unl e s s  somebody 
can show an " injury , "  preferably 
e conomic, 

S l am t he door s hut 

In a sharply worded di s s ent , Associate 
Jus t i c e  William Brennan accused the 
majority of using the "rhetoric " o f  
legal t e chnicality t o  avo id dealing 
with the substant i al i s sue s. He 
blast ed the court for b eing "plainly 
ho s.tile to  the Framers ' understanding " 
o f  the constitut ional s eparat ion o f  
church and state, The majo rity uses 
the argument o f  legal standing "to 
slam the courtho use do or" against 
plainti ffs ent i tl ed to full consider
ation of claims , said Brennan, 

He was jo ined in the di s s ent by 
just i c e s  Marshall and Blackmun, In a 
s eparat e di s s ent , Just i c e  Paul St evens 
said the e ffect of the decision was 
"to trivial i z e  the standing do ctrine," 

Solicitor General Re� Lee called the 
ruling the mo st significant deci sion 
in a decade on the right to sue . "It 
will substant i ally affect the ext ent 
to which c i t i z ens can rai se publ i c
int erest i ssues in court . "  he said, 

That ' s  about the s i z e  o f  it , Rex . e  

- - Ferdydurke 

S o urce sa Fac t s  on Fil e ,  22 Jan. 1982; 
Detro it Free Pre s s , --rr-Jan. 1982. 
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C l i n ton n u ke 

Plann i ng Com m i ssi on 
d ownp l ays n u ke wa ste danger 

I n  the i r  Dra f t  Envi ronmental Impact 
Statement on the C l i nton Nuclear Power 
P lant , the Nuc lear Regul atory Commi s s i on 
(NRC )  and I l l inoi s Power Company ( IPC ) 

conc l ude (natura l l y )  tha t  the faci l i ty 
is s a fe; and wi l l  have mi nima l impact 
on the environment . 

I wasn't s urprised to see b oth the 
NRC and IPC downp l ay the dangers o f  
the plant ' s  operati on . 

But I was s urp rised that a report p ro
duced by the McLe an County Reg ional 
Planning Commi s s i on downp layed the 
nuke ' s  dangers even more . 

I n  the entire 2 - inch- thick Dra�t En- _ 
vi ronmenta l  Impact Statemen t , only one 
p aragraph de a l s  wi th the haz ards of 
transporting nuc lear was te away f rom 
the C linton p l ant . ( There's no 
hazard; i t ' s  s af e , the NRC and IPC 
s ay . ) 

In a s i x-page review and summ ary o f  the 
environment a l  impact s t atement , the 
Regional P l anning Commi s s i on goes even 
further :  "Hot ( used) fuel i s  not ex
pected to pass through McLean County 
because the route used fo r transpo r
ta tion of the used fue l  is away from 
McLe an C ounty . " 

Not true 

" That's j us t  not t rue , " s ays Brian 
Cris sey of Prai rie A l l i ance . "No one 
knows where the waste wi l l  be sent , 
because the whole i s sue i s  sti ll up in 
the ai r . " 

Used radioactive fue l has been building 
up at on- site s torage areas at nuc lear 
plants a l l  over the couny , while poli
tic i ans try to figure out where to put 
it all . 

" The Morri s ,  I l linois , s i te i s  
considered the mos t likely t o  be select
ed as a nationa l storage faci lity , " 
Cris s ey s aid . 

I f  Morris become.s the dump for off- s i te 
storage of nuc lear waste , spent fuel 
from the C lin ton p l ant wi ll travel 
right through McLean County . 

The environmenta l impact s t atement pro-

Inf o r m e r s  r eve a l e d  

duc e d  by the NRC and IPC never s ays 
whe re C l i nton ' s  waste wi l l  or wi l l  not 
t ra ve l .  

S o  why does the P l anning Commi s s ion's 
document maintain we won't see the 
was te trave l ing through McLean County? 

Wrong way, tro o per 

P l anner John Johns ton wrote the Review 
and Sununary for the P l anning Commis s ion . 
Whi le work ing on the d ocument , Johnston 
wcDt over to ta lk with Al Thomas , 
dire ctor of the county ' s  c i vi l  defense 
and emergency servi ces . A s t ate troop
er , whose name Johns ton c an ' t remembe.r , 
was hanging out in Thomas ' office . The 
s tate trooper told Johns ton that the 
route for transportation of spent fuel 
from C l inton leads away from McLean 
County . 

In the P l anning Commi s s i on ' s  6-page 
Review and Summary , the st:ate trooper ' s  
information is presented wi thout 
attribution . If I hadn ' t  asked about 
i t ,  I would have thought it was part of 
the information in the NRC/I PC environ
mental impact s tatement . 

Johns ton bel ieves that transporting 
nuc l ear wa s te is not hazardous , and 
that it ' s  even l e s s  hazardous be
c a use C l inton ' s  wa stes won't pass 
through McLean Coun ty . 

He's wrong on both c ount s .  

A December , 1 9 8 1 ,  Chicago Tribune story 
reported that an unpub l i shed govern
ment study lab e l e d  regulations on the 
transport of nuc lear was te " pr imitive . "  
The Tribune s a i d  the report , by the 
National Academy of Sciences (NAS ) , 
points to the increasing like lihood 
o f  a c c i dents in the t ransport of 
nuc lear materi a l . 

P l anner Johns ton t o l d  me about te s t s  
o f  the casks used t o  s h i p  nuclear 
waste , where they ' ve withstood 
c o l l i s ons o f  8 0  mi les an hour . 

Those tes ts , howeve r ,  h ave been heav i ly 
c ri t i c i z e d .  Even the railroad indus
t ry ,  the Tribune arti c l e  say s , i s  so 
skeptica l  o f  the re s ults that they 
won. ' t  accept the casks on freight 
trains . 

Death 

I f  only 1 per c ent of the c ontents of 
one cask o f  spent fue l were to esc�pe , 
the NAS s tudy s ai d ,  thous ands o f  
people wou ld die . 

That ' s  quite a potential envi ron
mental impact , but one wou l dn ' t  know 
anything about it from re ading the 
Re gional Planning Commi s s ion ' s  ass
es sment of the Cl inton nuke ' s  oper
ation . 

Almost two hundred local governments 
have banned shipment of nuclear waste 
through their j urisdictions . Another 
two hundred require prior notifica
tion before allowing spent fuel to be 
shippe,d . 

I f  the McLean County Regional P lanning 
Commis s i on had acknowledged the 
potent i a l  dangers of C l inton ' s  wastes 
pas si ng through our county , maybe 
our loc al governmen t would have been 
encouraged to take action ,  too . e 

--Mark. Silvers tein 

If you can't beat 'em, 
• • 'em JO In 

In Oct . 1976 T amara Glaser and sever al 
hundred o ther B loomington r e s idents 
joined together in a march against 

MEG in downtown B l oomington , pro testing 
the underc over narc s ' spying into our 
p ersonal l i fe s ty le s . 

preced ing the demons tration , Glaser and 
her fr iend s would s top by the Post
Amer ikan o f f i c e ,  p ic k  up l eafl ets and 
p as s  them o u t ,  urging peop l e  to attend 
the event .  

B y  1 9 8 1 ,  MEG was s t i l l  aro und . So was 
Gl aser and her fr iend s were enthu s i a s t ic T amara Glaser . Only now she was working 
supporter s of the marc h .  In the weeks for the undercover narc s ,  as Confid en-

Co u ncil reject s  
a lternate side parking 

Las t i s sue's cover s tory b las t ing 
B loomington City Manager B i l l  Vai l's 
new parking plan f or B loomington did 
the j ob .  -

B e fore we were even finished dis tri
buting the paper Jan . 2 5 ,  the B loom
i ngton counc i l  voted , 6- 2 , to k i l l  
Vai l's propos a l ,  which would have re
quired residents to p ark on one side 
o f  the s tr eet on odd-numbe red day s ,  

the other s ide on even-numbered days . 

For a reas of town wi thout much o f f
s t reet parking , Vai l  had propos e d  
tearing down a house o n  every b lock . 

The i s s ue was con troversial enough 
that the counci l rushed the plan to a 
hasty death--the ma tter hadn ' t  even 
been on the agenda that night . e  

tial S o urce #280 . 

Glaser cont inued to use il legal d rugs 
her s e l f  as she helped MEG b u s t  her 
fr iend s for us ing i l legal d r ugs . But 
that's not unu s ual--mo s t  o f  MEG ' s  
snitc hes do the same . 

According to te s timony Glaser gave to 
a grand j ury in August 1 9 8 1 , her snitc h  
c areer began when B loomington po l ic e  
Lt . Sprague approaqhed her abo ut work
ing for MEG .  

B loomL1g ton pol ice had b u s ted Glaser 
for poss e s s ion o f  a c ontro l l ed sub
s tanc e .  But those c harges were never 
even f i led , Glaser told the grand j ury , 
app aren tly b ec ause she imme d iately 
agreed to c ooperate with pol ice . 

Tamara told the grand j ury that her 
bro ther , Pete Glase r ,  also worked as 
a MEG snitch for a short time . e  

--Mark S i lverste in 
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When S andy Ro s t ,  a d ivorced woman in 
her 30s , was told that she certainly 
c o uld not be addressed at sc hool as 
Ms- - s he had to be Mr s . - - she knew some
th ing was wrong . 

When she wrote �= . 2 5 on a fract ion-to
dec imal conver s ion te st and got po ints 
taken o f f  for " not showing her work , " 
she knew some thing was wrong . 

When a c l assmate's doc tor ins i s ted 
that she drop out o f  sc hool bec ause 
i t  was dangerous ly rais ing her blood 
pres sure , S andy knew something wa s 
wrong . 

When the nutr i t ion teacher ac ted l ike 
S andy was a kook when she que st ioned 
the appropr i ateness of future nurses 
s e l l ing c andy to raise money for their 
c l a s s ,  she knew something was wrong . 

And when time c ame around for c heck of 
shoelac e  c l eanliness . . .  we l l  . .  

Subm iss i on t o  absurdi ty 

B u t  she made i t .  S andy Ro s t  ( not her 
real name ) grad uated from B loomington 
School of Prac t ical Nurs ing ( B S PN )  
l a s t  year after 1 2  months o f  tra ining 
in submi s s ion to ab s urdity . 

" Looking b ack now, I c an ' t  b e l ieve 
that I did i t , " she s ays . " I t was 
wor se than any school I've ever been 
to . "  

The instruc tor s  at B S PN are regi s tered 
n ur s e s ,  b u t  aren ' t  required to have an 
any teac her training . " The ir methods 
are . . .  wel l ,  there aren't any . "  

If you have been raped, 
sexually attacked, or 
assaulted, call us for 
legal, medical and 

psychological assistance, 
referrals and alternatives 

Call PATH 
827-4005 

and ask for the 
RAPE CRISIS CENTER 

March , 1 9 8 2  Page 4 

So me t h i ng ' s  wro ng at 
S andy remember s b e ing f l abbergasted 
the first time her teac her "screamed 
at the c l ass for not do ing we l l  on a 
test . "  Bully ing and fear , she say s ,  
were the mo tivational tec hn iques mo st 
prevalent . 

Students l ived in fear of not pass ing 
te sts because the ir scores de termined 
whe ther they could stay in sc hool or 
no t .  Throughout the year , they took a 
ser ies of te s t s ,  e ac h  o f  wh ic h they 
had to pa s s  or get kicked out o f  
sc hool . S ome peopl e were kicked out 
two weeks be fore graduat ion . 

Arbi t rary and bi zarre 

There was absolutely no arguing over 
the scoring of a te st, S andy s ays, 
even though they were o f t�n i l l- con
s truc ted, arb itr ary , and b izarre . For 
example , on one te s t  the s tudents had 
to wr ite the definition of dangl ing, 
whic h is " s itting the patient on the 
edge of the bed with the legs and 
feet hanging over the edge and moving . "  
S tudents who l e f t  out the wo rd s " and 
fee t "  got the que s t ion ent irely wrong , 
even though they argued that feet were 
g ener ally attached to leg s . The defi
n i t ions a l l  had to b e  given exac tly as 
they were read out in c l ass . 

S tudents who were exc ellent memor izers 
had an advant age over o ther s ,  b u t  even 
they could not feel confident that 
they'd pa ss the tests . 

On one o f  the requir ed te sts , the stu-· 
dents were g iven outl ines o f  three 
syr inge s and ins tr ucted to " wi t h  a b ack 
and forth mo t ion , b lacken them in 
l ightly " to a given leve l . S andy go t 
the cor rect leve l s  b u t  had po ints taken 
o f f  for b l ackening in two of them too 
darkly . Another student f l unked out o f  
school for po ints taken o f f  because she 
b l ackened them in with an up- and-down 
r ather than a b ack- and- forth motion . 

Practica l 
Why do students go through th i s ?  
"There isn ' t  any o ther sc hool , and 
they ' ve go t your money," S andy says . 
B S PN i s  the only school in this are a . 
And the tuition--over $ 1 200- - i s  only 
refundab l e  in the first week of sc hoo l ,  
d ur ing whic h the s tudents have no 
taste o f  the tre atment they're in for . 

The commi tment-- o f  money ( tui�ion plus 
the hi dden costs of uni forms and 
s uppl ie s ) ,  e f fort ( " I  c ame home from 
sc hoo l each ni ght , had d inne r ,  and 
s tud ied straight unt i l  I went to bed 
for a year " ) , and t ime--keeps s tud ents 
in when they might o therwi se throw the 
s i l ly thing ove r .  

Also,  many o f  the s tudenLs are people 
like S andy , who need a stab l e  c areer 
b ut haven' t the time or money to put 
into a col lege degree (or another de
gree--S andy al re ady had a c o l lege 
degree when she went into prac tical 
nurs ing ) . S o  the ir mo tivation to 
make it is ve ry h igh . 

Few m ake i t  

Nonethe less , even with a l l  this mo ti
vation , some o f  the ratios o f  s tudents 
entering and grad uating from the pro
gram o ve r  the pas t few years are 3 3  
�n ter ing with 1 1  gr aduating , 3 6  enter
ing with 1 8  graduating , and an unusual
ly high 3 4  entering with 25 grad uating . 

Those ratios , S andy po ints o u t ,  do not 
at all re f l ect the r a t io of c ompe tent 
to inco�p e tent s tudents . S he thinks 
that the f a t ,  the m iddle-aged , and the 
" j us t  p l ain ' d i f feren t' " s t udents had 
a harder t ime of it than the young, 
more conforming s tudents . " I t was a l l  
s o  s ub t l e ,  though , " s he r emarked . 
" T he evaluations wer e  so subj ective , 
they wo uld never s how exactly why you 

NATURAL FOODS 
516 N. Main St. 'Bloomi�()n, llL 61701 

COMMON GROUND now o f fe rs you the opportuni ty to cut food 
and vitamin costs by 1 0 %. You may obtain your 10% discount 
club card in the fol lowing two ways:  
( 1 ) You may purchase a di scount card for a yearly fee o f  $ 10 . 
( 2 ) You may earn a free d iscount card by accumulating $ 5 0  

worth o f  COMMON GROUND sales receipts.  S imply save your 
r eceipts unti l you h ave a total of $50, at which time we w i l l  
p re s en t  you w i t h  a FREE 1 0 %  di scount card good for one yea r . 

Once you have your discount card , simply present i t  at the 
che ckout counter for a 1 0% discount on every purchase .  

� . 

Cut wi�e 6eleat;on of -whol66oma 
\ J f oo& flO\t 1nc�-t' �t a>lfee .bew 1 
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Bl oo m i ng ton School o f  

Nu r s i ng 

i : 

"I see and am silent." I i \ 
--motto of theJirst school of nursing in Ontario \ I' I I '. i II 1· I '1 I 1\ I I 

were getting low po ints . Prej ud ic e s  
c ould be hidden beh ind some other 
c ritic i sm . " 

The program had no consideration for 
the s t udents ' d i f fe r ing l i fe s i tua
tions, whic h made i t  exc eptionally d i f
ficult for s ingle mother s  o f  young 
children. ( exac tly the type of per son 
who need s and wants this k ind of train
ing) • " T hey d idn ' t te l l  us unt i l  two 
weeks in advanc e that a week o f  our 
work in the ho spi tals would b e  on the 
3 to 11 sh i f t ,  wh ich meant a lo t of 
hassles for the mo thers who had set 
up re

.
9uLar c h i l d  care sched ules . "  

Outdated i deas 

B e s ides the s e  k ind s o f  d i f ficultie s ,  
S andy i s  troubled by the outdated 
matecial s ,  techn ique s ,  and ideas at 
B S PN .  The psycho logy c ourse s t i l l  
teac he s t h a t  homosexu al ity is a 

T h ick e r  t h a n  
water 

The Amer i can Association o f  B l ood
banks recen t ly dismi s s e d  Tony Randall 
as a pub lic-servi ce- announcement 
spokesman for the Phi lade lph ia-based 
organi zation when it was learned by 
the AAB th at the actor would be por
tray ing a c los e te d  homosexua l in the 
tv- s it com series Love , S i dney . 

Randal l ,  a s e l f- de s c ribe d heterosexual 
--who wasn ' t  gi ving blood in the first 
place- -was to l d  that h i s  s e rvi ces 
would no longe r be needed bec ause i t  
was contrary t o  the associa t i ons's 
policy t o  " take blood from homosex
uals . "  

mental i l lne s s-- a theory rej ec ted 
even by the c onservative Ame r ic an 
P syc hiatric As soc i at ion s inc e 1971 . 

The s t udents l e arned a preparation for 
c h i l dbirth whic h inc luded shaving the 
entire pub ic are a ,  a prac tice whic h is 
no longer c ommon in ho sp i tal s .  

The mater i a l s  which the s tudents had 
to r igorously s tudy and memorize are 
no longer in use . One of S andy ' s  in
s truc tors ,  while teac hing them about 
a certain instrument , said , "You ' 1 1  
prob ab ly never see one o f  these ag ain " 
- - a.nd taught and tes ted them on i t  
anyway . 

A good deal of the prob lem her e ,  
S andy s ay s ,  s tems from t h e  fac t that 
the teac her s  "de sperately need f lo or 
exper ience in hospital . When I was in 
sc hool , i t  h ad been four to seventeen 
years sinc e any of my teachers had 
actual.ly done nurs ing work . Th ings 
have changed a lo t . " 

Only one way 

Not only equipment has c hanged , 
but atti tude s  too . At s c hool , s tu
dents wer e  taught that there is one 
and only one way to do each thing , 
and any i rregul arity is so severely 
repr imanded that "We were all totally 
p ar anoid of doing one thing wrong . "  

Sandy remembers her surpr ise when she 
b eg an work at a ho spital and observed 
two nur s e s  per form the s ame proc ed ure 
in two d i f ferent way s .  She was even 
more surpr i s ed when one o f  them said , 
" Oh ,  everyone has the ir own way o f  
do ing i t . "  A t  work· , S andy s ays,  i f  
the end result i s  s atis f ac tory , the 
procedure i s  whatever e ac h  nur se 
think s  best; at sc hool , one o f  the 
tests aske d ,  "When you make a b ed , 
which side do you s tart on ? "  The s tu
dents were led to bel ieve that t hey 
wo uld fac e  this r igid, inflexible 

attitude in the working wor l d ,  and 
they do not . " It's a lo t e a s ie r  to 
learn things at work bec ause you 
aren ' t  ter r i f ied of be ing yel led at 
or flunked out . " 

The mo st ser ious e f fe c t  o f  her tra in
ing , .  and one that S andy s ays o ther 
B S PN gr aduates c omplain of too ,  is 
that they find themselves at work un
ab le to make d ec i s ions . "We had our 
d amn shoel ac es c hecked to make sure 
they were c l e an ,  " she s ays, " but I 
c an ' t interpre t ,  I c an ' t  make j udg� 
ments I need to make . I ' m  too 
sc ared . I know the exac t procedure 
for suc tioning (mec hanically a s s i s t
ing a patient's breathing) , b ut I 
can ' t tell whe ther a patient need s 
i t  or no t .  And I should be ab le to . " 

Tr ained robots 

" At school , everyone ' s  so par ano id 
about doing something wrong , we ' re con
s tantly d i rec ted , and now we don ' t  know 
what to do with no one there to te l l  
us . W e  were trained t o  be robots . " ! 

O f  c o ur s e ,  work exper ience wi l l  give 
the BSPN graduates more j ud gment and 
sel f-c onf idenc e--but your training 
should no t be something you have to 
overcome when you go out to work . To 
be fair,  B S PN c l asses do exc eption a l ly 
wel l  on the S tate B oard examinat ion-
only 5 or 6 have failed in the school ' s  
1 7-year history . " But that ' s  paper 
and penc i l  knowledge , "  S andy s ays. 

" " That ' s  no t a l l  you need . And the· 
Boards don ' t  a sk any of tho se as inine 
que s tions , e i ther . "  

S andy s ay s  she's heard that local doc 
tors donate gem�rously, to BSPN. ''I 
wonde r  if they know what ' s go ing on 
there . If they d id ,  I wonder i f  
they ' d  s t i l l  g ive money . "  e 

--Phoebe Caulfield r�� ��� �����������, 
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G i l  C la rk ,  AAB executive director,  
later denied the s tatement , s ay ing 
" Pe op l e  are confus ing the mora l with 
the me d i c al . " When p re s s e d  to explain 
wha t ,  exactly, the medical impli ca
tions were , C lark would only reply , 
"No c omment . " • 

--'.!'._��-Advocate 
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A f ter a j o in t  mee ting o f  the 
B loomington and Normal c i ty counc i l  
gave the ir informal approval ,  i t  looks 
l ike the c o a s t  is c lear for fund ing a 
TV s tud io for members o f  the publ ic to 
make the i r  own shows for c able TV . 

A f ter 10 months o f  s tudying the 
possib i l i t ies of a pub l ic access 
c hannel and pub l ic acc e s s  p rogramming , 
the c i ties' Joint C ab l e  Televis ion 
C ommittee recommended go ing ahead . 

While negotiating for its new 1 5-year 
franc hise l a s t  year Telecab l e  agreed 
to provide a pub l ic acc e s s  c hanne l i f  
the c it ies wanted one . But Telecable 
was in suc h a hurry to get i ts 
franc hise that the company agreed to 
put up $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  for the c h anne l ,  s ign 
the franc h i s e ,  and work out the d e ta i l s  
of pub l ic acc e s s  l a ter . Telecable 
even agreed to neg9ti ate in good faith 
i f  the $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  d idn ' t  turn out to be 
enoug h .  

The Jo int C ab l e  Televis ion C ommi t tee 
was ass igned to dec ide whe ther there 
should be publ ic acc e s s . I f  the 
answer was yes , the committee was 
also suppo sed to dec ide where to 
loc ate a s tud io ,  what equipment to 
buy , and how the s tud io should 
operate . 

T he s tud io w i l l  be a t  I l l ino i s  S tate 
Univer s ity, which already has 
televis ion fac i l i t ies . An ISU facul ty 
member wi l l  work hal f  t ime to p rovide 
tec hnic a l  a s s is tance to members of 
t he pub l ic produc ing programs . 

About $ 1 0 0 ,  0 0 0  initially w i l l  be spent 
on s tud io equipment, inc lud ing some 
portable v ideo c ameras . The rest of 
the money will be inves ted , w i th the 
intere s t  used to pay annual expenses 
�or v ideo tape and o ther supp l ie s .  

The committee ' ;s p l an c alls for a 
B loomington-Normal Pub l ic Access 
Televis ion Board to ove r see the 
op eration of the publ ic acc e s s  c h anne l . 
To deal with the c hanne l ' s  d ay- to-day 
operation s ,  the board wil l  h ire a 
ful l - t ime per son knowl edgeab l e  in 
video , who w i l l  coord inate programs , 
work with community g roup s ,  and even 
help with ac tual produc t ion . 

b1s�z.o 5. Llle S4': 

To cover the annual s a l ary and help 
with other expense s ,  the comm i t tee 
recommends ask ing Telec able for an 
add i t ional $ 26 , 0 0 0  a year . 

T he add i t ional $ 2 6 , 0 0 0 ,  the c ommi t tee 
c alculated , comes to only 6¢ per 
sub s c r iber per month- - no t  enough to 
g i ve Telec ab l e  an exc use to inc rease 
rates . 

::pf 

T he c hanne l won ' t  be avail able unt i l  
Telecab l e  comp letes i t s  sys tem-wide 
exp an s ion to 20 ch annel s .  C able 
cus tomer s  will have to p ay a one- time 
fee o f  $ 2 5  to get a conver ter whic h 
w i l l  enab l e  them to rece ive the extra 
c hanne l s . 

CommunHy res pons e 

To de termine whe ther Blooming ton-Normal 
cQuld use a pub l ic acce s s  c hanne l , the 
commi ttee c ommi s s ioned a s tudy ( natc h ) . 
N inety- one per c en t  o f  t he leader s o f  
c ommun i ty groups interviewed s aid they 
would l ike to make use of publ ic 
acc e s s  te levis ion . The i r  pr imary 
hes i tat ions were po s s ible expense and 
the ir organizations ' l ac k  o f  
techn ical know-how about program 
p roduc t ion . 

Under the commi t tee ' s  p l an , users of 
t he c hanne l will get tec hn ic a l  he lp . 
And there w i l l  be no charge for 
broadc a s t ing t ime . 

8looming:..t'on 
corner Lae � Oaklond 
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Educational & Industrial TV/cpf 

Here are some o f  the types o f  
p rogramming that commun i ty groups 
sugges ted might be te lecas t on the 
access c hanne l : 

P rograms about severe we ather , a 
c ommun i ty news program, c r ime and 
j us tice information p rograms , publ ic 
health progr ams , emergency prepared
ne s s  programs , adul t educ ation 
c l asses , c r ime p reven tion programs , 
arts and crafts p rograms, and a week ly 
talk show about Bloomington-Norma l .  

I n  a survey o f  local res idents , 7 2% 
thought that a pub l ic access channe l 
would bene f i t  the c ommunity . Even 
more than 7 2% s a id they would watch 
the c hanne l when some of the spec i f ic 
programs were men tioned . 

Controversy 

M�s t  o f  
.
the po s s ible programs the com

mittee mentioned dea l t  with m i ld 
neutral type subj ects that are no t 
l ikely to sp ark controve rsy . A lmost 
all the commun i ty group s  c onta�ted 
by the committee are the type tha t  
ar� Qighly unl ike ly t o  produce any
thing even mildly controve rs ia l . 

One o f  the commi t tee ' s  reports sa id 
that a P l anned P aren thood p rogram on 
Dec atur's pub l ic access channe l was 
c ons idered con trove r s i a l . T he comm i t
tee ' s  report went on to suggest that 
the pub l ic ac cess channel should 
del iberate ly s teer c lear of any th ing 
controvers i al . 

Wrong . 

When the Federal C ommunications C om
miss ion f i r s t  required c able TV c om
p anies to provide a pub l ic acc e s s  
channe l ,  its p r imary purpo se was to 
guarantee a space whic h would actively 
encourage wide d ive r s i ty in op in ion 
and conten t .  

The FCC proh ib i ted c able comp anies from 
interfer ing with the c ontent of pub l ic 
acc e s s  programming , excep t for making 
sure that obsc en i ty and lo ttery infor
mat ion were no t b roadca s t .  

( Cab le comp anies , inc lud ing Telecab l e ,  
attemp ted to interfere w i t h  content 
anyway . But that is another s tory , 
wh ich you c an read about in Post
Ame r ikan Vol X #2 . )  

A few years ago, the S upreme C our t ruled 
that the FCC couldn ' t force c ab l e  com-

����� Cont . next page . . . . � 

lffCH 1.E Tl!b l'c\PER 
HH H LE THI;, !'Al ER 
HUH U: THI;, P \PI-:R 
HITH i.F nu;, I c\PEH 
HI-TH LE TIU;, PAPER 



Police propaganda 
on pu blic access 

S ome ana ly s t s  o f  the future development 
of c ab l e  te levis ion fear that use o f  
l o c a l  a c c e s s  c hannel s  by government 
c ould lead to sel f- serving p ropaganda 
programs . 

A memo wr i tten by Bloomington Po l ic e  
C h i e f  Donald S tory shows that some o f  
those anxieties are not o f f-base . 

"Pub l ic Ac c e s s  TV o f fers the c ap ac i ty 
to redc h many people with informative 
p rograms about the C r iminal Jus t ic e  
System and how i t  work s , " S tory ' s  memo 
b eg in s .  

P age 7 
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" Pub l ic acc e s s  i s  a l so valuab l e  in 
d i s c red i t ing some of the my ths and 
misconcep t ions that abound . C ommerc ial 
televis ion networks and popul ar l itera
ture have prov ided d i s tor ted views of 
l aw en forc ement and other aspec ts of 
the C JS , "  S to ry continued . 

Good . Some pol ice-produced p rograms 
about po l ic e  ought to c lear up some o f  
those d i s tor tions produced by b i ased 
med i a .  e - -M . S .  

"Ever bod said I should go into show business but my heart was in police work." 
panies tQ maintain pub l ic access 
channe l s . But c i ties , in the i r  fr an
c h i s e  agreements w i th the c ab le 
comp anies , c an s t i l l  requi re pub l ic 
acce s s . 
Te lecab le's fr anc hise requires the 
cab l e  c ompany to p rovide the pub l ic 
access c hanne l .  But instead of the 
FCC making the rules about who c an 
u.se the c h annel and what they mus t b e  
permitted to s ay ,  i t ' s  now up to the 
cit ies of Bloomington and Normal . 

The Pub l ic Acc es s.Televis ion Board 
should e s tab l i sh s tr ic t  guide l ines to 
fJ.tevent the ful l- t ime coord inator or 
the c ab l e  company from interfer ing in 
the con tent of pub l ic acc e s s  program
ming . 

Under the o l d  FCC guide l ines , any 
member o f  the p ub l ic could get up to 

Tue6day 
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five minute s o f  pub l ic access t ime for 
free , on a f irs t- come f i r s t- served 
b a s i s .  ( After f ive minutes , the c able 
company could c harge a minimal fee for 
its emp loyees' t ime . ) 

Dur ing this t ime , a c it izen could read , 
for examp l e ,  an entire is sue o f  the 
Pos t-Amer ikan on TV. The FCC required 
that the c ab l e  c ompany telecast eve ry 
r ant and rave , every charac ter a s s a s s i
n ation ,  every b l i s te r ing attack on 
respec tab l e  pil l ars of the commun i ty . 

T he guidel ines es tabl ished by the 
Pub l ic Ac cess Televis ion Board should 
pres erve the spirit of the o r ig inal 
FCC conc ep t of pub l ic access program
ming , by b e ing s im i l arly suppor tive o f  
free express ion •• 

- -Mark S il ve r s te i n  

50e beer niqht 
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Jac ks up power, 
goe s  2 4 hours 

WESN goes 
b. t• ' 19 1me. 

Hav ing j us t  b egun broadc a s t ing 24 hours 
per day ,  with new and superior s tereo 
wattag e ,  WESN-FM ( 88 . 1 ) has imp lemented 
its mus i c a l  progr amming w i th a n ightly 
3- hour show fe atur ing the b e s t  in 
p rogre s s ive and a l ternative mus ic . 
Featur ing d i f ferent ho sts each evening , 
the show c an be heard from nine to 
midnight , 7 nights a week . 

WESN, on the c ampus of I l l ino is Wesleyan 
Univers i ty , has b een op erating for 1 0  
years now, b u t  bec ause i t  only trans
mi tted at 10 watts , few peop le knew of 
its exi s tenc e . " On a good day ,  when 
the wind b l ew f avorab ly ,  we reac hed a 
few peop le at !SU , " remembe rs Drew 
Bend elow , mus ic d irec tor at WESN . "We 
were do ing some good things , and 
a lways a frustr ation for a DJ to 
the prob ab l e aud ienc e s ize . " 

it was 
ponder 

! 
" Now, " Bende low c ontinued , "with the 
add i t ion of 90 watts , we ' re hea rd loud 
and c lear from here to the developments 
outs ide town . At least that1 far , " 
Bendelow went on to say .  " And in 
s tereo too . " 

When asked to explain the mus i c a l  
p h i l osophy of the new version o f  WESN, 
the di"rec tor emphas ized the nove l ty o f  
th is year ' s  approac h :  " In years p a s t ,  
s tep s were taken in the direc tion ·o f 
becoming a progress i ve alternat ive to 
the schlock one hears on top-40 and 
MOR/AOR (midqle of the road/album-
or iented roc k )  sta tions in the 
area . But they were never ins t i tu
t ional ized l ike they are now . We have 
a po l icy regard ing song ratios per 
show: one o f  every three songs played 
by a DJ dur ing his/her three-hour s tint 
must originate in our new r e lease rac k ,  
wh ich contains only the bes t and mo st 
integr al mus ic ava i l ab l e  to us . That 
way , even i f  a DJ dec ides to f i l l  up 
2/3 o f  the show with d ro s s , there wil l 
at least be real sub stanc e in the 
over a l l  sound . "  

Accord ing to Bendelow, the 9-midn ight 
s lot is a imed spec i f ic al ly towards 
attrac t ing the l arge contingent of FM 
enthus i a s ts who are bored and even 
repulsed by what stat ions suc h  as 
WWCT and WBNQ program mus i c al ly . "We 
s hy away from record ing artists who are 
c l ear ly mercenary . Act s  l ike S tyx , or 
REO, or Pat Benatar--sel louts who 
produce mus ic devoid o f  any innovation 
or integr i ty- -we won ' t  p l ay bec ause we 
don ' t  need them . And they hardly need 
u s , " he said . 

Rather than suppor t ing mus ic al artists 
who have al ready ac h ieved wide 
aud ienc e s , WESN intend s to a f fo rd the 
be tter part of i ts airp l ay to wor thy 
artists who have yet to rece ive the 
attention they des erve . S ays Bendelow, 
" Peop le l ike Elvis C o s te l l o , the C l ash,  
U 2 ,  Ultravox have for some reason never 
gene rated the enthus iasm they warrant . 
I suspect a l arge part o f  the ir ( the 
unno ticed ac ts ) p roblem l ies in the 
fac t that n�t a who le lot of Americ a 
has ever had the oppor tun i ty o f  
hear ing them .  At WESN t h i s  year, and 
espec i a l l y  dur ing 'P & A T ime ' 
(p rogress ive and al ternative t ime ) , we 
hope we ' l l get Central I l l ino is 
acquainted with new and d i f ferent 
tune s .  There are no commerc i a l  
interruptions . " e 

--WESN 
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Corporation counsel shows true colors 
D avid S tanczak , in h i s  repor t  to the 
c ity counc il regarding the p roposed 
ban on x-rated movi e s , makes a very 
good case for keeping the cons t i tut ion
ality and in tegr i ty o f  the c i ty ' s  ord
inances intac t .  He e f fectively makes 
the point that an x rating i s  no t nec
ess arily indicative of obs ceni ty 6r 
pornography . 

" . . .  At least three movies that were 
wi dely cons idered to have se rious 
value as motion pi cture s , ' Mi dn ight 
Cowboy , '  ·•Las t Tango i n  Pari s , ' and 
' Clockwork Orange , ' were origina.lly 
releas ed w i th ' x '  ratings . The 
lik2lihood that any of those three 
movies would be found to be ob scene 
and unprotec ted by the F i rs t  Amend
ment i s  v i rtually nil , " says 
S tanc zak . 

But somehow , after three pages o f  
h i s  report , S tanc zak the attorney turns 
into S tanczak the man , and the man 
don ' t  like them nas ty movies no how . 

He blasts the Pantagraph for giving 
" f ree advertising in f ront page cover
age and a page 2 review of a movie 

whose cinema tic mer i ts are ques·tion
ab le at bes t . "  

Now I will grant you that the cover
age of " Hot Dallas Nigh t s "  has pro
bably i ncreased i ts attendance and i t s  
run i n  Blooming ton . But pointi ng the 
finger of b lame at the media is r i d
i c ulous at bes t .  S tanczak seems to be 
asking the P antagraph not to cove r 
local news . Excuse me , b ut I thought 
that was what a local paper was 
supposed to do . 

The P antag raph does not ordinarily re
view movies like " Hot Dallas Nights . "  
But when a local group has peti tioned 
the c i ty council for an ordinance 
banning all x-rated films , when the 
group floods the pap�r w i th le tters to 
the editor about what mere pre sence 
of thi s  particular film i s  doing to 
the moral decay o f  the community , and 
when the group p i ckets the movie 
house where the film is showing , the 
paper is put in th� pos i ti on of choos
ing whe the r  to ignore the hottest 
local i s s ue s i nce Judge Campbell ' s  i n
vestigation , or to give the group , 
and thereby the f i lm ,  free publi c i ty . ·  
They chose free publi c i ty .  I th i nk 
they chose wisely .  

S tanczak goes on to attack the Pant
agraph ' s adver t i s i ng poli cy . H-e�
ob j ec ts to the illustrations , casts , 
and theme of x-ra ted movies be ing 
advertised in the same fashion as g ,  
pg , and r movi e s . He wants a re turn 
to the days when the pape r would run 
only the name of the film aid the 
x-rating . 

" The adve rtising o f  such morally 
reprehensible f i lms as i f  they were 
legitimate c i nema bestows an undes
e rved degree of a cc eptab i lity upon 
them in the publi c ' s  eye , " S tanczak 
tells the counc il.  

Come on now. " Mo rally reprehensible ? "  
Me thi nks the learned counsel i �  fall
ing vic tim to the s ame trap he jus t  
warned the c i ty counc i l  about . Not all 
x-ra te d films are nasty , remember? 
Nas ty i s  i n  the eye of the beholder , 
righ t ?  

Oh well . But con s i dering he doe sn ' t  
believe a �ord of what he wrote i n  the 
fir s t  three pages o f  his repo r t  to the 
:ounc il,  S tanczak d id a damn f ine job , 
anyway •• 
- - Deborah 

adison Avenue porn 
I am glad that the Women ' s  Club of 
Blooming ton-Normal is tackl ing a 
ser ious issue .  I am sorry the is sue 
they c hose was pornography . 

I have followed the coverage.o f  the 
fight over x-r ated movies in the P anta
grap h ' s articles , the ir le tters 

.
to the 

ed i tor ; I voted in the ir poll . I d i d  

n o t  vote t h e  way the Women ' s  Club 
wanted me to. 

Pornography in film and literature is 
an extremely c omplic a ted is sue . D i s
cuss i t  and you get into huge debates 
over wha t it i s ,  why i t  i s ,  when it is , 
what it doe s ,  and who re ally c ares 
anyway . 

What it i s  seems to be up for grabs . 
I t ' s  got something to do with sex, 
desc r ib ing i t  or dep ic t ing it, no t 
do ing i t .  

Why i t  i s  s eems t o  b e  bec ause it 
always has been, or because i t's fun to 
read about or see s ex ,  or bec ause the 
country is experiencing moral decay ,  
whether you're talking about the moral 
dec ay of the Roman Emp ire whi c h  tr ied 
to supp r e s s  pornography , or the good 
old U . S .  of A . , wh ich is trying to 
suppress pornogr ap hy . 

Wh�n it is s eems to depend on i f  you 
like i t  or not .  I f  you like a 
particular d i rty book or movie , it i s  
c ertainly not pornograp hy .  I t  i s  
erotic a .  I f  you don ' t like the book 
or movi e ,  it ' s  pornography . I f  you 
don ' t  like the whole idea of sex, i t ' s  
pornography , too . 

,or i f  you don ' t  like the p a r t ic ular 
type of sex, i t ' s  pornography- - like i f  
you like d i r ty books about men d o ing 
i t  with dogs but you don ' t  like d ir ty 
books about women d oing i t  with dog s ,  
then only the latter i s  pornogr aphy . 

What it does seems to be a b ig i s sue . 
I t  does no thing but c rE)ate a fun- f illed 
e vening at the movi e s ,  i t  is a wonderful 

aphrod i s i ac , i t  c re a tes sexism, i t  
c auses rap e ,  i t  turns men into animals , 
i t  exploits women ,  i t  c reates j obs , i t  
s t imulates the ec onomy , i t  i s  a valid 
artistic form. 

The c hoice is p re tty muc h up to you . 
You c an p ick any one or more of the 
above , or make up some o f  your own, 
bec ause nobody c an prove you wrong . 
Or r ight . 

Po rnography i s ,  I think , a matter o f  
ind ividual consc ienc e . I t  i s  not an 

i s sue to ban outr ight or make illegal . 
Kidd'ie porn ( use of ac tors and 
ac tresses under 1 8  in x� or xxx-r a ted 
f ilms )  is illegal. Y e t  kidd ie porn is 
everywhere . Snuff f ilms ( f ilms in 
which the ac tre s s ,  after go ing through 
an hour or so of sex with everybody 
and the ir pet k i tty,  is k illed--not 

'the c harac ter , you understand- - the 
ac tre s s  is k illed r ight there b e fore 
your very eye s )  are so illegal as to 
d e fy d e sc r ip tion . Yet i f  I had 
enough buc ks and I wanted to see a 
snuf f f ilm , I probably could . 

Hard core porn doe s degrade wome n ,  i t  
i s  usually v iolen t . T h a t  v iolenc e i s  
directed agains t women mo s t  o f  the 
t ime . I t  upholds the trad ition that 
sex is inherently linked with vi olenc e .  
But i t  merely upholds the trad i t ion , 
i t  does not cre ate i t .  

The eliminat ion o f  pornography will not 
make B,loomington-Normal a safer plac e 
to l ive . T he inc idenc e s  o f  rape , c hild 
mole s tat ion , and i nc e s t  will not 
decreas e .  

Pro s t i tut ion will not be eliminated , 
nor will pre- , po s t- , extra- , or inter
mar i tal s ex . Teenagers will s t ill 
exper iment with other teenagers , try ing 
both homo- and bet.era- i;ex . 

And relationships be tween men and 
women will not ge t any better . Women 
will not be seen as peers o f  men , 
women will no t suddenly ob tain new · 
s ta tus as people . Pornograp hy i s  not 
the problem; it is a symptom of the 
problem . 



X·rated movie bans unconstitutional 
A c cording to Dav id Stancza� , Cor
poration Couns e l  for the city of 
Bloomingto n, the propo s e d  ban o f  
all X - rate d movi e s  in Bloomingto n 
is unconstitutional and should no t 
be cons idere d.' 

change dialogue for the expli c it 
purpo s e  of changing the rating of a 
mov i e  with the result that the mov i e  
re ce ives the rating desired b y  its 
makers . 

problem then becomes dec i di ng what 
is o bs cene. The x-rating do e s  not 
constitute o bs cenity . In his re
port , Stanz cak quo tes th e MPAA 
pre s i dent ,  Ja ck Va lenti : "It should 
be note d ,  ho we v e r ,  that x do e s  no t 
ne c e s sarily mean obs cene o r  porriO"=" 
graph i c  i n  terms of sex o r  vio lence. " A determinati on of o bs cenity wo uld 
have to be made on every fi lm that 
came to town before a ban could be 
pla c e d  on it. 

In his report to the city counc i l , 
Stanczak cite d two reasons why the 
propo s e d  o rdinance cannot ?e pas s
e d . The first has to do with the 
Motion Pi cture Asso ciation of 
Ameri ca ( MPAA ) , whi c h  rate s films 
on the bas i s  of privat e ly a do pte d 
standards whi ch are not in a c cor
dance with the Supreme Court's 
de c i s ion on o b s cenity . Also , says 
the report, " They ( the ratings ) are 
suffi ciently arbitrary as to fo ster 
game -playing by the mov i e  makers 
who insert , cut or alter s cenes o r  

By banning all x -rate d movi e s , and 
by allowing the MPAA to have the 
only say in whi ch fi lms re ce ive an 
x -rating , the city counci l  wo uld, 
a c co rding to Stanz cak , .  impro pe rly 
delegate the city's leg i s lativ e 
authority to the MPAA . A s imilar 
ordinance in Keno sha was held to be 
unconstituti onal on tho s e  gro unds . 

The "more fundamental pro blem " with 
the pro p o s e d  ordinance is that it 
would pro bably v i o late the First 
Amendment . The Supreme Court has 
held that the First Amendment do e s  
not apply to o b s c e nity . But the 

"It is legally impo s s i ble for the 
City of Bloomington to take a ction 
to pro hi bit the showing o f  x -rate d 
mov i e s  ... , "  a c cording to Stanz cak . e  

• 

Local control of x·rated movies still possible 
Al though the propos ed ban on x- rated 
movies is unconstitutional, do not r e s t  
easy. The fight w i l l  not s top be cause 
of a s i l ly little thing l i ke the Con
stitution. ·Davi d  Stanczak , corporate 

.counsel for Bloomington, s uggests to 
the c i ty counci l  that s i nce the ordi
nance i s  not leg al the c i ty pu l l  a 
fast one and opt for " local c ontrol." 

He sees two a lternatives to the 
proposed ordinance. The first is 
p ros ecution of the movies unde r 
I l li noi s ' obscenity law. To prose cute 
a film , the state ' s  atto rney must . ei ther view the f i lm or read a de tailed 
de s c ription of it from a witne s s. Then 
an affadavi t  de s c ribing the fi lm and an 
app li cation for a search warrant must 
be taken to a judge. 

If the judge dec i des that there i s  
evi dence that the fi lm is obs cene, a 
search warrant wi l l  be i s s ued to s e i ze 
the f i lm for evi dence in a trial. The 

gets ''G'' 

I f  the Women' s C l ub--or anybody e l se-
wants to tackle the prob lems of sexism 
and rape culture , then I wou ld sugge s t  
they s tar t a t  a problem that is b igger 
and more far- reac hing than pornography 
ever thought of be ing. Pornography 
reac hes on ly a s e l e c t  n umbe r  of 
p eople. You have to c hoose to buy that 
book or go see that movie. You can ' t  
even ge t into x- rated mov ies or book
s tores unle s s  you ' re 18. 

I f  the problems at tr ibu ted to porn
ography d idn ' t  s tar t until the popu
lat ion was over 18, we ' d  have no 
prob lems. But they don ' t. Obviolls ly. 
Ask any woman who has been raped by a 
1 4-year-old if s he th inks the exis
tenc e of pornography made any 
d i fferenc e in tha t young man ' s  mind. 
S he ' l l prob ab ly tell you no. 

But ask her if t he ex is tence of 
s ex i sm and the image of women in the 
med ia and in ad vertis ing made any 
d i f ferenc e ,  and s he j us t  might tel l  
y o u  yes. 

If the Women ' s  C l ub want s  to go af ter 
the true pornographe r s , the folks who 
real l y  have c ontrol over the mind s of 
o ur c hi ldren ,  have them s tar t l ook ing 
at Mad i son Avenue. They c ould start 
there , and probab ly s top there. 

Pornography in adver t i sing invad e s  our 
l ive s wi thout our consen t. We have to 
c hoo s e  to go see " Ho t  D al l as Nights." 
We do not c hoose to watc h two 
p r ep ubescent ch i ldren trying to hump in 
s k in- tight des igner j eans ,  when al l we 

fi lm owne r apparently often op ts for 
a jury trial, and the dec i s i on of the 
jury must be unanimous and beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 

S tanczak seems not to l ike thi s  alt
e rnat ive very much , bec ause juries are 
not con s i s tent in thei r  de c i s i ons. He 
warns the city counci 1, " For example, 
s everal years ago a Champaign County 
jury found 'Deep Throat ' not to be 
obs cene." Way to go, Champaign County. 

The other method for using " l ocal 
control "  to s top x- rated fi lms i s  to 
invoke the c i ty ' s  Adult Use Ordinance. 
Th i s  wou l d  entai l keeping a l og of a l l  
the fi lms shown at a parti cu lar theater 
ove r a pe riod of time and then going 
to court and t e l l ing the judge, " Look, 
your honor, th i s  theater is po an adu lt· 
movie house. Look at the s e  t i tles. 
Th i s  i s  what they were about . Uck, 
b le ch!" Then the court wou ld have to 
dec i de if the movi e s  were bas i ca l ly 

rat in 

wanted to do was read T ime magaz ine. 
We don ' t  c hoose to watc h the Barc lay ' s  
man get ready to rape or batter the 
woman who ' s l ighting h i s  c igare tte. 

Pornography teac he s  us that sex equals 
f un. Adve r t i s ing teac hers us that sex 
equal s love. And they use it to s e l l  
everyth ing. I f  you only use the r ight 
s hampoo , d eodoran t, foot powd er; if on ly 
you wear the r ight jeans, pantyhose , 
track s hoes, i f  you only c hew the r ight 
g um ,  smoke the r ight c igare ttes , read 
the r ight magaz ines , you , too, wi l l  
have al l the l ove , and more importantly 
al l the s-e-x you c an hand l e. 

Want your husband to sc rew you tonight? 
S erve s tove top s t u f f ing instead of 
potatoe s. Want to get l aid by a 
d i ffe rent man every n ight? Give every 
male you know Eng l ish Leather. Want to 
have your boy fr iend not ice you? C hew 
B ig Red gum. 
Want to have sex w i th a new woman? Give 
her a bottle of Harvey ' s. Want to know 
why your wife won ' t l e t  you screw her? 
Try us ing Ir ish Spr ing. Want to go to 
·bed with every woman you see? B uy 
your se l f  a copy o f  How to P ic k  QE. Gir l s .  

que s tionab le and judge whether or not 
to de c lare the theater an adu lt theater. 

If the movie house we re so dec lared, i t  
cou l d  b e  run out o f  bus iness depending 
on the location of the movie house. 
For instance, the Cas t le, whi ch i s  the 
theater i n  question at the moment, i s  
ac ros s the s t reet from Wi thers Park, 
whi ch wou l d, according to S tanczak, not 
be perm i s s ible as an adu lt theater 
location. 

The " local control " that S tanczak 
favors i s ,  coincidental ly, the same one 
I favor: Don ' t go. " Lack of p rofi t
ab i l i ty is the most effective way of 
mak ing such movies go away," says 
Stancz?k . 
In othe r words, indivi duals who 
ob ject to x- rated movies should s t rive 
to make them not seen, rather than 
obs cene .e 

--Deborah 

............ St .. s,lllh.l11.1"' , /-16 
cpf 

And b l atant sex i s  not all adve rtis ing 
s e l l s. I t  al so s e l l s  sex roles. Women 
are to keep hou s e ,  take care of the 
c h i ldren , and p u t  out. They can have 
a job if they want ( this i s ,  after al l ,  
the eightie s ) , but they have to do 
everything e l s e ,  too. 

And men are to have a job , f ix things 
around the house , p at the chi ldren on 
the head , and put out. 

You may not ever think of tak ing a 
4-year-old to an x-rated movie ,  yet you 
al low them to s it and be bombarded by 
TV adve rtis ing every day. You don ' t  
allow a 1 0-year-old to go into a d i r ty 
book s tore , but you l e t  them f l ip 
through Newsweek and view soft-core 
advertis ing every week. 

Want ing to eliminate pornography i s ,  
indeed , a wor thy goal. B u t  I think we 
should start at the root o f  the problem 
and s top lopp ing o f f  the symp tomatic 
branc hes .• - -Deborah W iatt 
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Misce l la neous outrages 

Chris tian TV: tax shel t er 
Although they are undoubtedly motivated 

primarily by spiritual concerns, the 
organizers of the soon-to-be-broad
casting Christian-oriented Channel 43 
TV in Bloomington are apparently 
quite competent in worldly matters. 

Like tax shelters, for instance. 

The owner of Channel 43, the non-profit 
corporation Grace Communications, won't 
own its own studio equipment. 

Instead, the organizers of Grace 
Communications are forming another 
(paper) entity--a limited partnership 

of 50 area residents. The limited 
partnership will buy the studio 
equipment, and lease it to Grace. 

The arrangement amounts to nothing more 
than a bunch of pieces of paper filed 
in some office somewhere. But it will 
save the 50 limited partners (who are 
all, I'm sure, pious Christians) from 
having to pay a bunch of taxes. 

Normal sli.des busi n e s s  a favor 
Socialism always seems more palatable 
to government officials when it bene
fits private businesspeople instead 
of poor people. Washington makes 
huge loans to bail out Chrysler, while 
cutting back on social programs. 

The Town of Normal instituted a little 
welfare program for a private busi
ness in January. The recipient is a 
company called Group VI Ltd, which 

will build a water slide, arcade, and 

concession stand at Fairview Park. 

Normal gets 10% of the revenues, but 
only if the project makes money. 

If not, well, Normal only has to come 
up with $324,000. That will pay off 
Group IV's bank loans; which Normal 
has promised to pay off if the venture 

fails. 

In addition, Normal has to shell out 
an initial $25,000 to run utilities 
to the site. 

Normal's anticipated income from the 
water slide is less than $10,000 a 
year. Normal's possible loss is 
$350,000. 

According to the Pantagraph, several 
Normal council members "voiced concern" 
about the project's economic feasi
bility, "but went along with the agree
ment after hearing �ssurances that the 
venture would be profitable. " 

Do such "assurances" make any sense 
in today's economy? 

Time rela tive 
• 

IS 
Some people think a day is a short 
time. Some don't. Take Illinois 
State University President Lloyd 
Watkins, for example. 

On Feb. 10, Watkins announced that 
budget reductions would force ISU to 
cut as many as 37 jobs by July 1. 
But the university executive said 
that decisions on which jobs would 
be affected were "a long way. off." 

The very next morning, the Pantagraph 
reported, university employees were 
receiving notices that their jobs 
would end July 1. 

11�9003 markup 
"I got it at Ragstock," I heard over 
and over from my more countercultural
ly fashion-conscious friends after the 
Minnesota-based secondhand clothing 
chain store opened in Normal last fall. 
Seemed like lots of hippie types had 
moved from the garage sales and down
town Bloomington thrift shops to the 
more reliably stocked but higher
priced Ragstock. 

How does a chain of used clothing 
stores make enough to stay in busi
ness? Locate only in college towns 
and charge a modest mark-up on the 
clothes. The size of that price 
mark-up became evident when a friend 

.found a dress with its original ga
rage sale masking tape price tag: _5¢. 
Ragstock sold the dress for $6.00--a 
modest 11,900 per cent mark-up. 

Your co m p l ete re p a ir s ho p  
m ake s we r e p ai r  a l l  

Specializing in Trans Ams Firebirds Camaros 

Free estimates 
Keith Zim m erma n, opera tor 15 years e xperience 

Th e Zi m m erm a n  f a m i ly h a s  s e rv e d M c L e an C o u n t y  f o r 50 ye a r s  
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C l e a ning u p  t he b a rs 
To tigh ten up enforcement o f  the 
c i ty ' s  l iquor code , o f f i c i al s  are con
s i dering a new ordinance that would 
requi re bartenders to be l i censed . 
S ince bartenders could lose thei r  
l i censes for l iquor violations , the 
theory goes , they w i l l  be more vigi
lant about underage drinking anp 
other evi ls .  

None o f  the p ropos al ' s  backe rs offe re d  

Lay o f  f·s hit 
Bloo mi ngton 
worke r s  

Already h i t  by 2 6 9  l ayo ffs in mid
De cember , the ranks o f  workers a t  
the Eureka Co . were s everely thinned 
i n  mid-February w i th the announcement 
of 3 2 9' mo re layof f s . Workers with up 
to 10 yea rs seniority a re among the 
almost 6 0 0  now unemployed . 

At Gene ral E lectri c ,  management 
announced 6 5 0  workers w i l l  have the i r  
hours cut t o  3 5  a week and about 1 5  
w i l l  b e  l a i d  o f f . 

The F i re s tone p l ant in Norm a l  won ' t  
have any layoffs right now , a per
sonne l spoke sperson told the Post
Ame rikan , b ut the plant w i l l  shut 
down for a week . 

S ugar Cre ek Pac k ing Company announced 
it was shutting down operations , 
leaving 7 0  workers wi tho ut j ob s . 

a shred of evi dence to s ugge s t  that 
b a rtende rs who a re ex- fe lons violate 
the l iquor l aw more f requently than 
b a rtende rs who are not ex- fe lons . 

But the p roposal bei ng c ons i dered s ays 
that no l i censes would be i s s ued t o  · 
bartenders w i th a felony on the i r  
record . 

Ca t c h  2 2  
Wes tern Avenue Communi ty Cente r  w i l l  
b e  the only soc i a l  service agency 
denied f ederal revenue sharing money , 
i f  the recommendat ion of a commi ttee 
of McLean County townships s t i cks . 

Twe lve other agencies w i l l  get money . 
Mos t of them w i l l  get a l l  th at they 
asked for . 

We stern Avenue had asked for about 
$ 1 3 , 0 0 0  to hi re a youth social work
er who wou ld work out of the S unny
s ide Neighborhood Ce nte r on the 
we s t  s ide . 

Maxine Schultz , B loomington Township 
Sup� rvi s or , exp lained the turndown by 
s aying that Western Avenue should have 
tried to get funding firs t from the 
Uni ted Way . 

But the United Way had al ready turned 
down the grant . 

Accord ing to the Pantagraph , Mi chae l 
F randsen , dire ctor o f  Weste rn Avenue 
Communi ty Cente r ,  was " s urprised and 
appalled"  th at the commi ttee recom
mended re j e ction o f  We stern Avenue ' s  
propo s a l . He labe led the committee ' s  
reasons " doub le talk . "  

Hos pita l s  drool 
over S cott e s ta te b u cks 

B l oomington ' s  share o f  money from 
J udge John S cott ' s  es tate i s  be ing 
used to s e t  up the John S cott H e a l th 
C �re Cente r .  Interest on the $ 5 . 4  
m i l l ion trus t fund w i l l  be used to 
give medi c a l  care to poor people . 

The board overseeing operation o f  
t h e  health c a r e  center i s  i n  the pro
c e s s  of determini ng who wi l l  be e li
gible and what types of services will 
be funded . 

The board wants t o  p rovi de med i c a l  
care mos t ly to peop le who aren ' t  
getti ng i t  now- -people who " f a l l  
through the cracks i n  the s y s tem . " 

. But adminis t ra tors of the three 
loc a l  hospi t al s  have a d i f fe rent 
i de a .  According to a Feb . 14 Panta-

graph story , ·  the three hospitals 
p l an to ask tha t the John Scott money 
be used to make up for lower Med i ca i d  
p ayments the hosp i ta l s  w i l l  b e  re
c e iving . 

Last year , the government paid S t . 
Jos eph ' s  Hospital $ 1 8 8  a day for a 
Med i ca i d  recipient ' s  i n-patient care . 
Thi s  yea r ,  the gove rnemnt w i l l  pay 
only $ 1 8 1 .  The other hospi tals face 
similar c uts . 

Us ing the Scott e s tate money as the 
hospital a dmi n i strators s ugges t doe s 
nothi ng but t rans fer money to the 
hospi ta ls . The s ame people current
ly getting medi c a l  c a re wou l d  s ti l l  
get c are , whi le those f a l l ing through 
the " cracks in the system" wou l d  s ti l l  
b e  without medi cal care . 

IPC wan ts 
hig her charge 

Not s a t i s f ied w i th a 2 00/o inc rease in 
e l ec tr ic rates granted in J u l y ,  1 9 8 1 , 
I l l ino is Power Company announced Feb . 
2 0  that it wou ld s eek another 2 0% 
inc rease from the I l l ino i s  Commerce 
Commi s s io n .  

M uch of the inc reased e lec tr ic cha�ges 
are needed to financ e cons truc t ion of 
the C l inton nuc lear power p l an t ,  which 
has been p l agued by repeated delays . 

The latest work s toppage was ordered 
in mid-Febr uary , when a welder 
d i sc overed th at a man u fac turer had 
s ubsti tuted infer ior qual ity we ld ing 
rod s for the ones s upposed to be used . 
Work was hal ted wh i le we lds were 
inspec ted . 

Each day ' s  delay in c onstruc tion costs 
I PC ( and its c u s tomers ) an extra 
$ 7 5 0 , 000  in inter e s t  charges . 

P a n tagr a p h  
oinks 

In a mid-February edi tori al , the Daily 
P antagraph c a l le d  for a return to the 
days when col leges and un i vers i t i e s  
prohibi ted mos t o f  the ir s tudents from 
owning c a rs . 

S t udents s t u ck 
for $ 1 0 0  

Students who got s cholarships last 
year are being b i l l ed $ 1 0 0  each , even 
though the money was s upposed to come 
with no s t rings attached . S i nce more 
students :than expected wound up stay
in s chool , the I l linois S tate S cholar
ship Commiss ion wound up payi ng out 
$ 2 . 5 mi llion more than expe c ted . ·  The 
money neve r went through s tudent hands 
- - and uni vers ities had a lready re
c eived the grants as tuition be fore 
the deficit was not i ce d .  

L a s t  July , the I l l i no i s  Board o f  
Regents dec i ded n o t  to t ry to g e t  the 
money b ack from s tudents . But in late 
January , they reve rsed themselve s . 

About 1 7 0 0  I l linois S tate University 
s tudents are being h i t  for the $ 1 0 0  
e ach . 

S tudents who ' ve a lready graduated 
should s i t  tight be fore complying 
w i th ISU ' s  request for the hundred 
b i l l s . The unive r s i ty might not 
have any way to enforce payment . 

Turnabout 
• 

I S  fair play 
I have always b e en one who has 
en j oyed getting mail . L e t t ers 
from fri ends , my magaz ine sub
scriptions and l ett ers of int erest 
from d i fferent polit ical o.rganiza
t i o ns . Lately though , I s e em to 
be g et ting mor.e and more j unk 
mail . Once your name is placed on 
some a�vert i s er ' s  mailing l i st , 
I think t h ey must computeri z e  
the l i s t , and make it available t o  
other advert i sers upon request . 

I have re c e iv e d  so much j unk 
mai l  lat e ly I could s cream . 
Matt er o f  fac t  it mak e s  me so 
mad I could s end it back . What 
did you say , s end it back? 
Hum , that give s me an idea . 

Upon examining the content s  
o f  my j unk mail , I find a self
addres s ed stamped envelop e . 
NOW ,  they have the nerve t o  send 
me their j unk , why don ' t  I send 
them some o f  my j unk? Sounds 
fair . 

Now there ' s  a thousand different 
combinations o f  j unk that can be 
sent . I can send the j unk mail 
from one adverti ser to the other . 
I have a l o t  o f  different paper
work I need to discard . How about 
some nice mushy l e ftovers from 
the tabl e ,  l ike mashed potat o s , 
dri e d  rai s ins , or how about some 
chewed bubbl e gum. Peanut butter 
i s  a real good idea . Funny what 
charac t �ristic the peanut butt er 

tak e s  when i t  dri e s . My cat 
box always nee ds cleaning , that 
would work j ust fine . 

And j ust think of i t , how many 
people we can keep in work . 
The mail s ervic e  ne eds i t , the 
mail room of the adverti s er 
who receives the mai l . No t to 
menti on the dis cus sions this 
form of " communication" can 
creat e with the adverti sers . 

So with spring coming up , I ' m 
sure the adverti sment companies 
will be in full swing with their 
j unk mailing s . For mysel f ,  
spring house cleaning i s  o n  my 
schedul e . . - -Michael 
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March 1 Sangamon 
River Bandits 

3 B-Lovers 

5 Sangamon River 
Bandits 

6 Teazers 

7 Jeannie Buckho ltz 

8 John Novotny 
9 Willis McGrinnis 
11 Mannassass Junction 

12 Ace High 

13 1 oronz 
14 Bob Bogart 

' 15 1 Jeann ie Buckholtz 

16 Willis McGrinnis 

17 Food & Money 

18 Jerks 

19-20 Jason & the 

Nashville Scorchers 

21 Saints 

22 John Novotny 
25 Flames 

28 Jeannie Buckholtz 

29 Bob Schw·artz 

30 Bob Bogart 

IRAs: The most 
Yo u c an te l l  i t ' s  no t muc h  o f  a ret ire
ment p a r ty by the snatc hes of h u s hed 
c onver s a t ion audib l e  over the tink l ing 
g l a s s es . "A gold watc h--big d e al , " 
one o f fice worker snor ts . Soc i a l  
S ec ur i ty ?  "You c an ' t l ive o n  that . "  
And the c hanc es o f  be ing c overed by 
the c ompany pens ion p l an? "You ' ve 
got to be k idd ing , " someone e l se s ays . 

With rad io ad s l ike th i s  one , Home 
S avings and Loan i s  introd uc i ng i ts in
d ividual reti rement accounts , or IRAs-
and i s  s t abbing at the heart of Amer
ic an worker s .  The cyn i c a l  tone of the 
ad s c ut s  through the u s ual pens ion 
p l an a s s ur an c e s  to expo se the s inking 

b argain for broader company p ens ion 
p l ans or p u s h  for c o s t-of- l iving ad
j us tments in exi s t ing p l an s . 

S ince IRAs o f fer a " pr ivate " s o l u t ion 
to worker reti rement , they may a l so 
be used to so ften up the p ub l ic for 
renewed a t tacks on the Soc i a l  S ec ur
i ty sy s tem- - the mo s t  e f fec t i ve non
market soc i a l  prog r am in U . S .  h i s tory . 

D ec ep t i o n  

IRAs w i l l  make communi ty o r  union c on
t ro l  of e x i s t ing pens ion f und s even 
more d i f f i c u l t  by emp h a s i z ing ind ivid-

****************************************************************** 
'The on ly mi l lionaires the IRA's are likely to c reat e  

a lrea dy work in the financi a l  industry.' 
********* *********************************** ***************** 

feel ing mo s t  workers s hare : the sys
t em wil l screw us in our old age . 

W h i l e  the ad c amp a ign may be ruthles s ,  
i t  br i l l i antly conveys the me s s age o f  
the Re agan admin i s t r a t ion- - yo u ' re on 
yo u own , so b e t ter take c are of Number 
One while you s t i l l c an .  

IRAs have ex i s ted for year s ,  but the 
Reagan- sponsored Economic Recovery 
T ax Act of 1981  inc reased the s ize o f  
t he tax s h e l ter and extended the e l 
igib i l i ty t o  almo s t  a l l  wage e arners . 
Workers c an now e s c ape taxes up to 
$ 2 , 0 0 0  in inc ome a year if they p u t  
the money i n  a n  IRA . I nter e s t  earned 
in an IRA acc o unt ac c umu l ates tax
free . Money wi thdrawn from an IRA 
a f ter retiremen t i s  t axed as ordi
nary income , b ut the rec ip ients are 
expected to be in a lower tax brac k e t  
at t h a t  time . 

The banker s ' he avy ad c ampa igns p a id 
o f f  quickly , with m i l l ions o f  dol l ar s  
f lowing into IRA ac c o unts i n  the f i r s t  
d ay s  of 198 2 . T h e  r u s h  t o  open IRA 
ac c o unts rece ived a boo s t  when synd i
c ated f inanc i a l  c o l umn i s t  Sylvia Por
ter c a l l ed IRAs " the mos t  v a l u ab l e  tax 
s h e l ter ever devised for the ave r age 
individ u a l . "  

A l  I th a t  g li t t ers . . •  

S o  wh at ' s  wrong with the new IRA s ?  As 
a national s o l u t ion to the prob l em o f  
p ay ing f o r  workers ' r e t i remen t ,  they 
s t ink . I f  Congre s s  had b urnt t he mid
night oil for a y e ar it c o u ldn ' t  h ave 
invented a more ineq u i t ab l e  and s ub
ver s i ve pens ion s c heme . 

F i r s t ,  IRAs s t i l l  exc l ude the vast 
ma j o r i ty o f  wage e arne r s  who c anno t 
a f f�rd c to s ave anything, regard l e s s  o f  
t h e  t ax shel ter . 

for tho s e  who c an a f ford i t ,  IRAs o f fer 
financ i a l  sec urity a t  the c o s t  of 
ac c ep t ing full respon s ib i l i ty for/ p l an
n ing and f und ing an ind ividual account . 
The emp loyer ' s  re spon s ib i l i ty neatly 
d i s appe ar s . 

IRAs c o u ld undermine union e f forts to 
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ual , r ather than soc i a l , contro l of 
c ap i ta l . 

The IRAs c an look so appeal ing that 
many op t imi s t ic s aver s are p l anning 
to re tire as m i l l ionaire s .  B ut the 
only m i l l iona i r e s  the I RAs are l ike
ly to c reate a l r e ady work in the 
f inanc i a l  ind u s try . 

T he layers of decep t ion beg in with the 
ad c amp aigns , wh i c h  exp l ain the mi rac l e  
o f  compound interes t .  $ 2 , 0 0 0  inve s ted 
every year for 3 5  years at 12% intere s t  
wi l l  � ome to j u s t  over $ 1  m i l l ion , the 
b ank ad s te l l  us . 

T he ads don ' t  men t ion that continual 
1 2% inter e s t  imp l ie s  underly ing i n f l a
t ion at aro und 1 0% ( or wor se ) . Ad
j u s ted for 1 0% inf l a tion·, the holder o f  
a m i l lion-do l l ar IRA ac c o un t  i n  2 0 17 
wi l l  have abo u t  $ 34 , 0 0 0  in 1982 
d o l l a r s . 

With or without IRAs , we might a l l  be 
m i l l ionaires by 2 0 1 7 . B ut a c a s e  of 
beer will c o s t  $ 25 0 .  

Who benefi ts ? 

The second l ayer o f  dec ep t ion hides 
the true bene f i c i a r i e s  o f  IRAs . The 
b ank ad s imp ly they are for everyone . 
B u t  $ 2 , 000  represents s avings o f  $ 1  
per ho ur for a f u l l - time worker , or 
20% o f  the inc ome of someone ·earning 
$ 5  an hour . The c urrent U . S .  rate o f  
s avings i s  aro und 4% and no t l ike l y  to 
r is e  d ur ing a rec e s s ion . IRAs don ' t  
h e lp peop l e  who are s truggl ing j u s t  to 
p ay the rent . 

The bene f i t s  of the IRA tax s he l te r  
are m u c h  greate r  f o r  tho se a l r e ady i n  
the upper income bracke ts than they 
are for the average wage e arner . For 
the poo r e s t  worke rs , there is no tax 
shel ter advantage , even i f  they d id 
h ave the extra money to s ave . 

Midd l e - aged profe s s iona l s  w i t h  high 
income s but no r e t irement p l an appear 
to bene f i t  mo s t  from the IRAs . They 
c an a f ford to make the annual inve s t
ments , are in a high enough tax 
b racket to gain from the tax s he l te r ,  
and p re s umably a r e  sop h i s t i c a ted 
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enough to manage the dozens o f  
options now ava i l ab l e . 

S ho r ter ves ting p e r iods and por ta
b i l i ty wo uld seem obvious re forms , 
so f �r Congr e s s  has not inte r fered . 

b u t  

A f ter a three-year s t udy , Pre s ident 
c ar te r ' s  Conuniss ion on Pens ion P o l icy 
s ubmi tted i ts f inal report l a s t  year . 
C i t ing the nation ' s  inadequate ret ire
men t system, the conuni s s ion c a l led for 
a " minimum univer s a l  pension p l an " in
d ependent of soc i a l  sec urity . 

Shif t i ng r e s p o ns ibi l i ty 

I n s tead o f  a unive r s a l  min imum pens ion 
p l an ,  we got IRAs , which s h i f t  the bur
den o f  respon s ib i l i ty and f inanc e from 
the emp l oyer to the ind ivid u a l . 

Private pens ion c on s u l t ant L loyd Kaye 
o f  W i l l i am M .  Merc e r  C o . agre e s . 
" IRAs c ou l d  be one o f  the mo s t  impor
tant e lements in r e l ieving an emp l oy
er ' s  ob l igat ion toward emp loyee pen
s ions . T hey c ould mean the end o f  
indexing o f  pens ions . "  

IRAs p h i lo sophic a l  s h i f t  o f  ret irement 
r e spons ib i l i ty from group to ind ivi
dual c ome s a t  a t ime of unprecedented 
Rep ub l ic an attack on the S oc i a l  Sec ur
i ty system . Re agan attemp ted to c ut 
bene f i t s  or extend the working age 
three time s l a s t  ye ar . A l t hough he 
f a i led , Reagan ' s advi sors prom i s e  that 
t he Pres ident i s  not yet through with 
Soc i a l  S e c ur i ty . 

Re t i rement age ,  e a r ly retirement bene
fi t s ,  m in imum ben e f i ts , and outs ide 
earnings are all sc hed uled for attac k  
o n c e  again i n  19 8 2 . 

Donald Underwood , VP in c h arge o f  IRAs 
for Mer r i l l  Lync h ,  s ays I RAs are a per
fec t ve h i c l e  for r e l ieving p re s s ure on 
the S oc i a l  S e c u r i ty system .  

T he Wa l l  S tr e e t  Journal expre s sed the 
s ame op inion three months be fore Con
g r e s s  p a s se d  R e ag an ' s  T ax Ac t .  The 

Journ a l  iden t i f ied IRAs as " a  s o r t  o f  
e a r ly warning g ambi t .  The i d e a  i s  to 
l ay the p o l i ti c a l  groundwork no� for 
almo s t  c e rt a in eventual c u tb acks in 
Unc l e  S am ' s reti rement program by in
d uc ing Amer i c ans to s tart s aving more 
on their own . " 

I RAs could a l s o  c u t shor t a ttempts to 
infl uence the a l loc ation of c ap i t a l  in 
the U . S . The AFL-C IO i s  j us t  beg inning 
to talk about l abor c ontrol of its 
pension f und a s s e ts ( l ike ho ld ing s tock 
only in unionized comp an ie s ) . That 
movement could be hampered by a national 
move to ind ividual ly contro l l ed retire
me n t  ac counts . 

L i tvak o f  C onununi ty Ec onomic s  th inks 
that the kind s  of inve s tments peop le 

make in IRAs l im i t  the po s s ib i l i t i e s  
for soc i a l  c ontrol o f  c ap i tal . " Be
c ause o f  they way the tax l aws are 
wr i t ten, peop l e  are enc ouraged �o p u t  
s ho r t- term inve s tments in the ir IRAs-
c ert i f ic ates of depo s i t  or taxab l �  
bond s , " h e  say s .  "That ' s  t he oppo s i te 
o f  what l arge group p l ans c an do , s uc h  

as making long- term inve s tments in 
hou sing or conunun i ty deve l opment . "  

None o f  these c ons ider at ions , tho ugh ,  
are re l a ted t o  whe ther you should or 
shouldn ' t  open an IRA .  T h at real ly 
depend s on your income , age , fami ly 
s i z e ,  and financ i a l  p l ans . 

" I f  you don ' t  need the money unt i l  you 
r e t i r e ,  i t ' s a good de a l ,  b u t  not a 
gre at dea l , " s ays Dan L ind he im ,  an 
econom i s t  on the s t a f f  of C ongre ssman 
Ron De l l. urns . " B u t  at the lower tax 
bracke ts , the who l e  th ing is d ub ious . "  

Mak ing that pr ivate dec i s i o n ,  howeve r ,  
re a l ly m i s s e s  the po int . A� Dean 
T ibb s of C i t i z ens for T ax Just ice s ay s ,  
mo s t  peop le a r e  los ing ground to in
f l a tion , and are l e s s  and l e s s  l ikely 
to have the s avings they need io open 
an IRA . " Ask ing peop l e  now to f ihanc P. 
the ir own re.tiretnent i s  almost pathe
t i c . I t ' s  a return to the ethics o f  
the 1 9 2 0 s . " • 

--Thoma s Brom ( ed i ted from h i s  art i c l e  
in In T he s e  T imes ) 
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Li kes ,  Po s t  
a n yway 

To the s t a f f  col lec t ive : 

I was pleased to see that you found my 
artic le "Des igner Gene s " wor thy o f  
reprint ing . Imagine my c hagr i n ,  tho ugh, 
when I saw that i t  was c r ed i ted to the 
Prairie S un ! 

I f  your o f f ic e  i s  any thing l ike our s , 
I c an see how s ome th ing l ike this 
could e a s i ly happen--we ' ve done i t  
ourselve s . F o r  the record , then : the 
artic le f i r s t  appeared in the Oc t .  1 98 1  
i s s ue of the Delaware Alternative 
Pres s .  

We enjoy and r e spect your p aper a 
great deal-- i t ' s one o f  the best that 
we exc hange with, and we use a good b i t  
o f  your mater i a l . We wish you the best 
o f  l uck for the f uture and look forward 
to mee ting you folks someday . 

-- Greg DeCowsky , D e l aware 
A l ternative Press 

A DE P RESSIN G  
P E RSO NAL 

Karge , 

You l e f t  withou t  s ay ing goodbye . 
That ' s  okay , though . 
I ' ve always hated goodbyes . 
Glad to be with yo u ,  again . 

Your Fr iend , 
Th urman 

//I s yru r name re ally " Thurman , " 
Thurman? -- the typ i s t// 

Res ponder res po nds to re s po n se 
Dear P o s t ,  

I woul d  l ike to comment o n  the l e tter 
from Jack Davi s  in your February 
i s sue . I am the same person who wro t e  
t h e  l etter that Jack was c ommenting 
o n .  

I wro te t h e  original l etter t o  make a 
few p o int s ,  provide a l ittle s at ire 
( directed at men , mys e l f  include d ) ,  
and to stir s ome thought and 
c ontroversy . I s e e  that I have 
s uc c e eded in the l at t e r .  However , I 
find a few o f  Jack ' s  p o ints 
inc omprehens i bl e .  

I d o  no t s e e , no matter how I l o o k  at 
it , how " All men in thi s  c ulture have 
b e en c ondit ioned to be pot ent i al 
rap i s t s , "  as Jack stat e s  in h i s  
letter . I wo ul d  l ike to know wh ere 
thi s kind of thinking comes from . I 
know that there are peopl e who h o l d  
th i s  v i e w ,  b u t  it i s  incomprehens ibl e 
t o  me . To throw o ut extreme stat e
ment s ,  such as thi s , without support 
do e s  no thing to furthe r thinking . 
I really woul d l ike to be abl e t o  
understand /it .  

Th e po int in my l e t t e r  about l earning 
what s ex i sm i s  and how to avo i d  i t  was 
intended s omewhat tongue- in-che e k .  
Th i s  i s  a trap that many s o - c al l e d  
enl ight ened men fall int o . I t  i s  akin 
to saying you are no l onger s ex i s t  
b e c ause y o u  don ' t  want t o  be . I 
bel i eve that e l s ewh ere in my o r iginal 
l etter I po int o ut that I do ind e ed 
have some probl ems in regard to· s ex i sm 
and that my amusement in regard to the 
i s sues c ontained in " th e  rape c ul ture 
we l ive in" i s  a pro bl em.  I admit 
that my feel ings c an be s e en as 
s ex i st , but al s o  that they are r e al .  
I woul d gue s s  that many men exper i ence 
the s ame dilemma c onc erning th eir · 
emo t i ons and c o gnit i ons . regarding the 
i s sue of s ex i sm and women ' s  s i tuat i o n .  
Th i s  was my po int . 

Jack ' s  o b j e c t i on t o  my comment on 
think ing it is path e t i c  that Debo rah 
feels the need to fear strange men 
d o e s  not stand up with me . I ,  l ik e  
Jac k ,  am al s o  a gay man and have 
exp erienced s ome o f  th e same th ings 
that he has . I think that i t  i s  al s o  
path e t i c  that he i s  afrai d  o f  strange 
and/or straight men . Fo r anyone to 

the smal l  soci ety 
lo -:>!-loW THAT 
Ol)fZ. COMPANY 
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b Brickman 

b e  afraid 0 1' a c ertain port i on o f  the 
popul ac e  b e cause o f  who they are is 
path e t i c  and narrow-mind ed , Be afraid 
of tho s e  who t aunt you , but not men 
in g eneral . 

Jack i s  right ; I do no t l ive with th e 
c onstant thre at o f  rape that women do , 
nor do I deal wi th s ome o f  the 
probl ems that they have t o  deal with , 
However , b e ing who I am , I have 
di fferent pro bl ems and it is not easy 
b e ing anyone in this worl d . I t ' s  no t 
e asy b e ing a woman , a man , gay , a 
l aborer ,  a profe s s i onal , black , , , , 
I trust that Jack finds it much the 
s ame , although his worl d sounds much 
t o ugh er than mine ( t ongu e - in- ch e ek ) . 

I was no t sol i c i t ing sympathy from 
anyone thro ugh my original l etter . I 
only intended that peopl e have a 
s ec ond l o o k  at extreme po int s o f  view 
and how s ome peopl e react to them . I 
think that Jack needs t o  have a s e c ond 
l o ok at hi s .  

I l iked Jack ' s  c omment about e l i t i s m ,  
as i t  i s  a po int w e l l  made and taken . 
I do no t deny that I am an e l i t i s t  ( at 
l east in this part i c ular instanc e ) ,  
Anyone , Jack included , who fe els that 

. their p o int of view shoul d  be heard i s  
an el i t i s t . Thi s  s t ems fro m having a 
h e althy ego . I t  i s  a good s urvival 
strat egy and makes for an interest ing 
worl d .  So be it . 

- - The Same Man 

P . S .  I know that this l e tter would 
hold more we ight i f  i t  were s igne d .  
Sorry , but I c anno t afford t o  be 
i d ent i f i e d  in your pap er with ext reme 
vi ews such as th e s e  at this t ime . 
( Ei i t i st person that I am . )  After all , 

this i s  still Bl o o mington .  Continue 
the struggl e .  

Q u e st i o n s a b o u t  s e x ?  

C and id 
I finally fo und the book that I ne e de d  
ba c k  i n  j unior high scho o l . I also 
found the book that my parents ne eded 
back when I was in high s cho o l . An d 
I found the book tha t I wa s looking 
fo r to send to my 1 5 -year - o ld s i s t er a 
a s  a gi ft . The book i s  Changing 
Bo di e s , Changing Live s :  A Bo o k  fo r 
Teens on Sex and RelationshlpS . --

Do n ' t  let the t i t le fo o l you . The 
book , a lthough it wa s pre pared fo r 
teens , would bene fi t any parent , 
tea cher or adult who deals wi th te ens 
or ha s que sti ons abo ut sexua lity and 
relati onshi ps . 

Changing Bo di e s , Changing Liv e s  was 
wri tten by a c o l le ctive o f  wome n ,  men 
and te ens . Several o f  the women 
autho rs had worked on the popular 
Our Bo di e s , Our Se lve s , and thi s 

vers ion :t'or t e ens re f'le c t s  the same 
fo rmat . Wri tten informally , in a 
candid and hone st s tyle , thi s  bo o k  
explains the physi cal and emo t iona l  
changes as we ll as t h e  n e w  s e t  o f  
de c i s i ons that te ens face . Ami dst the 
paragraphs of frank information are 
comments and insights from te ens 
diagrams , carto ons and photographs 
whi ch create a multi - layered view o f  
the sub j e c t  matter . 
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The atti tude o f  the bo o k  i s  that 
h?nest que stions , answers and expl ora
tion are the best ways to deal wi th 
the changes o f  youth . The bo o k  g i v e s  
� f�b�lous . amount of supp o rt for 
indivi duali ty and ' encourag e s  the 



Pos t :  Big cheeses slammed · at Pizza World 
I would l ike to echo some s ent iments 
share d  in l a s t  month ' s  le tter f rom Ms . 
H ans on, a former P i z z a Wor l d  employee . 
Whi le Ms . Hanson ' s  views are qui"te 
accura t e ,  I woul d  l ike t o  o f fer a few 
of my own , s ince I ,  too , am no longer 
employed a t  the " Wor l d . " 

A l though I was not d i re c t ly involved 
with the everyday epis od e s  at each 
s tore , a fter two years o f  de l i vering 

. s upp l i e s , I began to deve lop some in
s ights . 

I began to recogn i z e  an atmosphere 
of uncertainty , contradictions , and 
at t imes , fear for one ' s j ob .  I a l s o  
s t rugg led through t imes of confusi on , 
watching a content manager terminated 
w i th no notice o r  l i tt l e  reason . Oh , 
the re were your typ i ca l  f l imsy rea s ons , 
l ike " produc tivi ty was of f , " or " s/he 
j us t  wasn ' t  getting the j ob done . " 
Through a l l  the c rap , peop le knew wh at 
was going down . 

I ' ve watched managers and a s s is tants 
wonder in ama z ement if they were to be 
the next victim of what Ms . H anson 

New p r ison 
fa l l i ng a part 

Dear Po s t  Ameri kan : 

Being incarcerated res tri c t s  one ' s  
b e i ng , but thi s l e t t e r  wi ll prove my 
mind will always s tay fre e and 
unre s tri c te d !  

I wi sh t o  share an exclus ive pie ce 
o f  news wi th the I llino i s  taxpaye rs 
concerning Govenor Jim Thompson ' s  
s o lution to the I llino i s  prison 
controversy . 

The sub j e ct I wi sh to bring to l i ght 
concerns Graham Co rre ctional Cente r ,  
lo cate d out s i de o f  Hillsboro , I llino i s . 
Thi s  fa c i li ty i s  l e s s  than two years 
o ld and has co s t  the taxpayer s  and 
Federal Government we ll ov er thirty 
million dc llars . 

I feel i t  would be a wis e  move on 
the behalf o f  the I l lino i s  taxpayers 
to investigate the contra c ting and 
construction wo rk done here before 
they allow the po liti cians of thi s 

refers to as the " fa l l i ng ax" syn
d rome . I s aw hard-working s tore man
agers devote the i r  l i ve s  to a company 
whose s en s i t i vi ty to peop l e  resem
b l e s  that of a 2 7 0 - lb .  de fens i ve end 
b l i n ds i di ng an unsuspecti ng quarter
back . 

I watched the i ncompetent and inept 
promoted and rewa rded as i f  they we re 
the w i z a rds who i nvent e d  the P i z z a Pie . 
I watched 5-ye ar devoted worke rs dis
carded like y e s te rday ' s  trash . 

My own analy s i s  o f  the p rob lem s tarts 
at the top and s t ays at the top . 
Ownership has lost i ts s e l f- con fidence 
and s e l f- respe c t , and it shows . When 
the re i s  a p roblem , the t op dogs think 
that they can e l iminate i t  by dumping 
a s tore manage r , when , in f ac t ,  they 
are contributing to a mo re complex 
prob lem . 

· 

Le t ' s  face i t !  When a company spends 
thous ands o f  dollars on a r adar g un to 
h i de behind t rees and check to see i f  
i ts drive r s  a re speeding , what does 
tha t  t e l l  you? Then there is the 
res i dent genius who follows drivers 
around i n  an unident i f i e d  car to check 
the i r  driving hab i ts . 

s tate to s pend ano ther two hundre d 
million do llars by 1985 on o ther 
new pri sons . 

Se e i ng that the readers are unable to 
s e e  the condi t i o ns here at Graham 
le t me expla in in de tail the s i tu�tion . 

I n  laymen ' s  terms the fo o ters are 
cra cking . In cons truction terms , the 
fo o te rs are cracking , causing blo ck 
and bri ck walls to crack . Mo s t  o f  
the blo ck walls weren ' t  t i e d  i n ,  
cau s ing wa lls to s e parate . 
The poor contra c ting and cons truction 
o f  bri ck and blo ck i s  causing the 
floors to crack , and in turn the 
fini sh work on the floors is also 
faulty and cra cking in so me areas . 

The taping of the drywalls was 
very po o rly done whi ch ha s cause d  � t t o  pull away and leave large cra cks

. 
in vario u s  lo cations . 

Lit tle o r  no insulation o f  the outer 
walls and c e i l ings is caus ing two 
ma j o r  pro blems : an extremely 

a n swers fo r teens 
reader to use the information in the 
book to a ss i s t in making personal 
cho i ce s . 

The following i s  a sampler o f  
exce rpts from the bo o k . 

* * * * * 

"Kathy want e d  to have the baby , and 
the re wasn ' t  anything I could say . 
My parents even o ffere d to pay for an 
abo r t i o n ,  but she di dn ' t  want to , so 
now she ' s  marr i e d  t o  some o ther guy 
and they have !.!\X. baby . That f e e ls · 
pre tty wie rd . " 

* * * * * 

" I  u s e d  to think I ' d nev er be able to 
use a diaphragm be cause i t  was cree py 
for me t o  even think about ·putt ing i t  
i n .  I tho ught that who le are a  do wn 
the re was s ort o f  disgust ing . But o ne 
day one o f  our tea chers took the girls 
in our c lass to the women ' s  c lini c 
near the s cho o l  and they did thi s  
de mo ns t rati on f o r  us , ·  where they showe d 
us the i r  c e rv ix and everything and s ome 
o f  the girls in cla s s  even did it . 
Right there . Nobod·y forced you o r  
anything - -o nly if y o u  want e d  to do i t . 
But everybo dy wante d  t o  loo k . I t  was 
re ally ama z ing . Everybo dy ' s  cervix 
lo oked a l i t tle di fferent . Some were 
big ,  some we re l i t t le , some holes were 
o pen pre t ty big and s ome were pre t ty 
t ight . Then they showe d us how a 
diaphragm g o e s  in and cov ers up that 
hole . . It made it s e e m  logi cal . " 

* * * * * 

"When E d  firs t  said he was gay , I 
tho ught , Le t  me out o f  here : But I 
knew the guy , we we re fri ends alre a dy ,  
I knew what he did i n  his s pare time , 
wha t kinds o f  fight s he had wi th his 
mo the r , what ki nds of movies he dug . 
I mean , he ' s  a person . So by now hi s 
be ing gay i s  j u s t  something e l s e  I 
know about him . I nev er thought I ' d 
hear myse lf saying tha t . "  

* * * * * 

" I ' ve never been in an experience where 
I might have to compromise my mo rals , 
be cause mo s t  o f  the pe ople I hang out 
wi th f e e l  the same way I do . I know 
I want to be a virgin when I ge t 
marri e d ,  and tha t ' s  a l l  there i s  to 
i t . "  

* * * * * 

"Next t ime yo u catch your s e lf saying ,  
I hate my legs , o r  breas t s , che st ,  
face , hair , s t o p  for � minute and ask 
yourse lf : Who hat e s  them ? Who says 
they ' re no t go o d  enough ? Do I re ally 
agree ? Loo k  at yourself in the mirro r 
and name what you do like . Compl iment 
yours e l f .  C ompliment your fri ends , 
help t hem l i ke the�se lve s  be t te r .  
Marge Piercy , a po e t , wri t e s : Live 
as though yo u liked yourse l f ,  and i t  
may happen . "  

* * * * * 

I s  that not an indictment o f  them
se lves ? P e rh ap s  thei r  own inade
quac i e s  are re f lected in thi s  be
h avior . You can no more change 
workers ' behavior by spyi ng on them , 
than you can change a chi ld ' s be
havi or by beat ing them. 

Not long a fter I s tarted at the 
"World"  I rea l i z e d  what it woul d  
take t o  maintain a peace ful , enjoy
ab le worki ng re lationship w i th the 
company : 

1 .  Don ' t ask que s ti ons . Only ask 
s imp l e  que s t i ons ; never ask about 
changing a method or system ,  o r  
about doi ng s omething a di f fe rent way . 

2 .  Dan t '  make any s ugges t i ons . I f . you 
do, make sure they come ac ross as a 
superior ' s  i de a , not yours . 

3 .  This i s  the big one : MAKE MI STAKES . 
Not often , b ut every now and then me s s  
up . This gives management the chance 
to s how you wh at you d i d  wrong and 
how to do i t  right the next time . They 
love that .  

Marty Meke tarian 

expensive heating pro blem and plumbing 
pro blems . Water pipes ins talled ins i de 
the outer walls and c e i lings are 
fre e z ing and bursting . 

Othe r po or coffrracting and cons truction 
o f  the plumbing include underground 
wa ter pipes no t being bur i e d  below 
the fro s t  line , s o  in turn they fre e z e  
and burs t . also . 

I ' m no t arguing the fa ct that I llino i s  
ne eds new pri sons ; in truth , mo s t  
I llino i s  prisons should b e  condemne d .  
But if the taxpaye rs ' money ne e d  be 
spent on new prisons , they should 

·be enti tled to a long range s o lution , 
rather than let the po l i t i c ians waste 
the ir mo ney on new prisons that wi ll 
eventually de teriorate be caus e of 
po or contra c ting and constru c t ion 
wo rk . 

As a wi se man once said "All that 
glit ters is no t go ld , " and I should 
kno w ,  I live here ! ! ! !  

- - 'rony Soldier 

P age 1 7  

"Pub i c  hair s care d the shi t out o f  me . 
I saw all the s e  lit tle bumps and I 
didn ' t  know what they were . 'I tho ught 
maybe I had ID but I hadn ' t  even had 
sex . I to ld my father right away 
be cause I was t e rrifi e d . " 

* * * * * 

Changing Bo di e s , Changing .Lives can be 
bought at lo cal bo o ks tores o r  che cke d  
out at e i ther o f  the two publi c 
li brari e s . I t  can take the confusion 
of change and transfe r it to a caus e 
fo r c e le bra t i on . •  

- -Holly 

(W" 
GOD I 1t\li\1¥-., 
l'M 1i'.J LOVE W IT� 

BROOKE. St\IELi/S. 
� 
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Hol lywood com es 
Mak ing Love . Dire c t e d  by Arthur Hill ; 
scre enplay by Barry Sandl er . 

P ersonal Best . Wri tten and directed 
by Ro bert Towne . 

Two rec ent films from ma j o r  Hollywo o d  
stud i o s  deal directly with gay 
relationship s .  The i r  back-to - back 
op enings in early February may signal 
a breakthro ugh of s o rt s  for the 
American film industry , but they al so 
show how far Hollywo o d  has t o  go in 
handl ing gay theme s and characters . 

"the bol d  and compassionate l ove story 
o f  a yo ung c o upl e who aft er 8 y e ars o f  
marriage must come t o  t erms with the 
husband ' s  attraction to another man . " 

Michael Ontke an plays Zack Ell i o t , " a  
c aring and dedicat e d  doctor who 
finally summons the will to d e fy h i s  
convent i o nal upbringing and 
acknowl e dg e  the truth o f  h i s  s exual 
i d ent i ty . " In other wo rds , he comes 
out o f  the cl o s et . 

Kat e Jackson i s  the wife "who finds 
that she i s  strong enough t o· l e t  go 

" Making Love " i s  de scribe d ,  in the of her past and_ make a new b eginning . "  
· promo sh e e t  from 2 0 th C entury Fox , as And Harry Haml in is the "gay nove l i st 
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Wi ll  the rea l gay movie plea se 
Taxi Zurn Kl o .  Wri tten and directed 
by Frank Rippl oh . 

"Tax i  Zurn Kl o "  i s  writ er-director 
Frank Ripploh ' s  aut o bi ograph i cal 
account of h i s  " adventure s "  as a gay 
man in We st Berl in and o f  h i s  
relationship with h i s  l o ver , Bernd 
Bro aderup . Both men pl ay themselves 
in the movi e . 

The real it y  o f  this film- - i  t s  ful l 
time attention to the everyday d e tails 
o f  the l i fe o f  a gay man- - s e t s  i t  in 
sharp contrast t o  the rec ent Hollywo od 
excurs ions into gay l i fe , which hold 
their gay charac ters at arm ' s  l ength , 
ideal i z ing them as p eopl e  and treating 
their s exual ity as secondary and 
s e cond-best ( s e e  accompanying 
art i cl e ) . 

I f  anything , the two Hollywo o d  films 
t ak e  gay p eopl e too seriously . They 
s e em afraid- - o r  unwilling or unabl e-
to expl ore the sub j ect too much , l e st 
they blunder int o something that 
might o ffend somebody . 

l o ve relat ionship between two men : 
Frank , a t eacher o f  s ex educat ion at 
an el ementary scho o l , is very 
promi scuous ; Bernd , who manage s  a 
mov i e  theater , beli eves in monogamy � 

Vivid i m a g e s  
But t he bulk o f  t h e  film ' s  detai l s  are 
drawn from Frank ' s  l i fe 1 h i s  gay 
l ib erat ion buttons and mov i e  star 
p i c t ure s ,  h i s  travel s thro ugh the 
c ity , h i s  fantas i e s  and tho ught s all 
thrown together in a crazy quilt o f  
imag e s  that vividly repr e s ent the l i fe 
o f  a po st-l iberation gay mal e .  

Not s urpri s ingly , some gay viewers 
don ' t  find this mat erial to their 
l iking . The l etters ' page s· of s ever:al 
gay publ i cat i ons have b e en bristl ing 
with the o b j ect ions of tho s e  who think 
the mo vie an empty di stortion of the 
gay experi enc e and the de fens e s  o f  
tho s e  who l ov e  it . 

P art o f  the c ontroversy st ems fro m  the 

confl i c t  of l i fe styl e s  that the two 
l overs repr e s ent . There are tho s e  who 
argue that " Taxi " champions the 
promi s c uous b ehavior o f  Frank--h e ' s 
l iked by h i s  fri end s , h i s  co -wo rkers , 
and h i s  student s ; and he s e ems never 
to get turned down in s exual 
s ituat ions . 

O thers argue that the film impl ic itly 
favors fidel ity--Bernd i s  steadfast 
in his l o ve for Frank and his d e s ire 
to e stabl i sh a faith ful home l i fe with 
him . It i s  Frank who has doubt s about 
h i s  "carefr e e " l i fe s tyl e ,  who worri e s  
about ending up a l onely old fag . 

G r a p h i c  s e x  
Th e movi e ' s  graphic s ex s c ene s ,  
including an s-M/ gol den shower 
inci dent between . Frank and a trick , 
have prompted a simil ar divi s ion o f  
opinion . Some find th em o ffensive , 
bor ing,, unnec e s s ary ; others are 
exc ited by them and del ighted by the 

By contrast , "Taxi Zurn Kl o "  i s  
refr e shingly c andid and unafraid to 
l au�h at the mat erial it c are fully 
depict s .  Michael Bronski , o f  Gay 
Community News , says " Taxi " i s  the 
first full-length film that treats 

A n i ta' s at i t  
• 

ag a i n  

gay l i fe as a c o medy , and the revi ewer 
for Chri stopher Street c al l s  i t  " th e  
first gay comedy o f  manners . "  

The story o f  "Tax i " c enters on the 

Ani ta Bryant , who indi cat ed in 
1980 that she had mellowed in her 
feel ings about homo s exual i t y ,  
i s  u p  t o  h er old tricks again.  

In a Dec ember fund-rai sing l etter 

5 2 3  N .  Main Blo o m ington 

-HAPPY HOUR-
Monday th ru F riday 

3 p m . · 6  pm. 

15 oz. B u sc h  Drafts 

50¢ 

M E E T  
Y O U R  

F R I E NDS 

Now Open 

Sunday 

12 - 6  
$1. 7 5  Bu sch Pitchers 

on b eh al f  o f  tv evangel i s t  
Jame s Ro bison , Bryant asks for 
"a gift of at l east $25 . 00 "  
so that Rob i son c an cont inue 
d i s s e minating h i s  video mes sage 
of "repentance and righteousne s s . " 

Ro b i so n ,  a Dal l as-based tv mini s t e r ,  
c ame under attack in 1 9 7 9  for hi s 
repeat e d  on-the-air attacks against 
homo s exual s .  Aft er a suit was filed 
by the Dallas Gay Allianc e ,  the 
stat ion suspended Ro bison ' s  show 

. but re instat e d  it l ater on the 
condition Ro b i son r e frain from 
ant i -gay rhetori c .  

Among the ina c cura c i e s  o f  Bryant ' s  
mail ing i s  the stat ement , " In 
Washingto n ,  D . C . , militant gays 
are demanding a bill o f  right s--
a l eg i slat ion that woul d fo rce 
employers to hire homo s exual s 
according to quotas . "  Federal 
gay right s b i l l s  contain no such 
provi sion . e 

--The Advo cat e 

Pizza Worl d 
Wha t  i f  you are de l i vering for P i z z a  
World and you a c c i dental ly don ' t  col
lect enough money for the p i z za s  you 
de l iver? 

According to P i z z a  World policy , a 
former dr i ver told the Post-Amerikan , 
de l i ve ry people mus t make up tne 
s hortage out of thei r  own pockets . 

I f  del ivery people ac c i dental ly col
lect too much money , however ,  P i z z a  
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o u t  of the c loset 
� "_ I P age 19 

who s e  involvement with Z ack 
dramati c ally ·chang e s  the l iv e s  of all 
thre e . "  

A GAY SOAP ? 

I f  thi s s o unds to y o u  �ike the gay 
subpl o t  o f  " G eneral Ho spital , " y o u  may 
not be t o o  far o ff .  At l east , that ' s  
what film c r i t i c  Roger Ebert ( Ch i c ago 
Sun Time s )  c al l ed i t 1 an insipid , 
unconvrn'Cing s o ap opera . Likewi s e , 
Tom Shal e s  ( Washington P o s t ) t erme d  it 
passionl e s s  and trendy , and Richard 
Schickl e  ( Time ) c al l e d  it " steril e . "  

But not everyone agre e s .  Espe c ially 
'**************************************** 

st and up? 
witty way Rippl oh treat s some o f  h i s  
enc o unt ers . 

Ironically , " Taxi " has b e en a big hit 
.with heteros exual audi enc e s ,  here and 
abro ad . Both mo vi e  crit i c s  for the 
New York T imes prai s e d  the film ' s  
candor;-s el f- awarene s s ,  and good 
humo r .  Other non-gay revi ewers s ay 
they can id ent i fy with the l o vers ' 
situat ion b e c ause Frank ' s  c o mpul s ive 
s exual hunting stands for probl ems 
that can exist in any relationship . 

Perhaps the mo st di sturbing incident 
i s  the one that gives the mo vi e i t s  
t i tl e .  ( " Tax i  Zurn Kl o " h a s  b e en 
transl at ed as " Taxi to the John" or 
" T o il e t "  or "Lo o " or the euph emism of 
your cho i c e . )  In this s equenc e ,  
Frank , c onfined to bed with infe c t i o us 
hepat it i s ,  fl i e s  the c o o p ,  taking a 
t ax i  from the ho sp ital to one publ i c  
restroom after ano ther unt il h e  finds 
a suitabl e s exual partner . 

A c c u r a t e  
The humo r o f  t h e  s c ene--th e  enc o unter 
do e sn ' t  work o ut b e cause of the , 
d ifficul ty of gett ing Frank ' s  h o spi tal 
shirt o ut o f  the way- - covers the fac t  
that Frank was will ing t o  infe ct a 
stranger in order to have s ex .  When 
c onfront ed with this po int at the 
pr e s s  c onferenc e in New York , Rippl oh 
at first avo ided the i s sue by saying 
that the s ex didn ' t  happen ; but l ater 
h e  admitted that the s c ene accurately 
portray s  what can happen as a re s ul t  
o f  compul s ive behavi o r .  I n  retro 
spe c t , h e  sai d ,  he was s o rry about 
the s c ene . 
But many p eo pl e  are no t .  They feel 
it d emonstrat e s  the hone st , non
romant i c  vi s i o n  that marks this 
film as unusual and engaging . 

Whi ch ever way yo u l o ok at it , 
" Taxi Zurn Kl o "  i s  an amaz ing 
movi e .  I t ' s  gut sy , l o o k s  go o d ,  
and ke eps peopl e  int ere s t e d . And 
it was made for an incredibl e $50 , 000  
( a  sum that wo ul dn ' t  pay the 
sal ary of one star in a Hollywo o d  
film ) . It ' s  al mo st enough t o  
give o n e  hope f o r  t h e  future 
o f  the movi e s  a e 

- - Ferdydurke 

Sourc e s a  Gay Community News , 2 1  
Nov a 198 1 ; Chri stoph er Str e et , 
Nov a /De c . 1 9S1 a 

not G ene Siskel o f  the 
Chi cago Tri bune . 

Si skel giv e s  the film a lot 
o f  credi t for breaking new 
ground 1 " ' Making Love ' is 
s o ber and thoughtful and 
honorable , without being 
Pa blum . I t ' s  an hone st 
beginning at co rre ct ing the 
pathe t i c  image o f  
homo s exuals as do omed 
figur e s  tha t has been a 
Ho llywo o d  s taple . 

S i s ke l al s o  admits that 
the mo v i e  i s  aime d at 
ma inst ream audi enc e s , much 
as "G u e s s  Who ' s  Coming to 
Dinne r "  wa s 1 4  years ago , 

" Well, as The New York Times would put it, we're sharing the same apartment." 

and that , as such , i t  runs 
the ri sk o f  being ca l le d  
superficial and s i mpl i s ti c  by 
criti c s  and by mili tant gays . 

some 

That s e ems to be an ac curate asse s s 
ment o f  the film ' s  appeal . I f  you 
tho ught "Gu e s s  Who ' s  Coming t o  Dinner " 
made a bold and compassionat e stat e
ment about int erracial marriage , you 
you ' ll pro bably l ike " Making Love . "  

A m oonli ght wa l k  

The reviewer for Gay Community News , 
Walt a  Borawsk i , compared the movi e to 
" a  mo onl ight walk in a crimel e s s  
park . " But he al so said i t ' s  " a  
gentle film with t h e  c al c ul at ed power 
that comes from acting . " 

Borawski further po int e d  o ut that the 
film i s  l ib eral and nonj udgmental and 
s e ems int ent on making gay peopl e 
"hyp ernormal . "  I f  you loved " Tax i 
Zurn Klo " ( se e  ad j o ining art i c l e·) , 
you ' ll pro bably want some No Do z--or 
an insul in i n j e c t i on- - for "Making 
Love . "  

On the plus s ide 1 the movie shows two 
mal e s  k i s s ing and be ing affe c t i o nate 
and t ender . And no one is d i smembered 
or l o s e s  his favo rite pet . 

On the negat ive s i d e 1 the s cript i s  
c l i ch e -ridden and c ontains dial o gue 
that o ften s o unds right o ut of the 
l at e st s el f-help bo o k .  

Borawsk i ' s  
" Th e s e  are 
j ust had a 
their very 

final j udgement i s  thi s 1  
t v  s o ap opera people who ' ve 
l o ng bath and b e en given 
own feature film . " 

* * * * 

"Perso nal Best " s o unds mor e  sat i s 
factory on all c o unt s a  Writ t en and 
dire c t e d  by Robert T owne { who wro t e  
th e scre enpl ays f o r  "Chinatown " and 
"Shampoo " ) ,  this mov i e  tell s the story 
o f  two women athl et e s , track stars who 
meet at the 1 976  Olympic trial s  and 
c arry on a shi ft ing relat i o nship 
thro ugh the four years they work to 
make the 1980 Olymp i c  t eam ( the one 
that didn ' t  get t o  Mo s c ow ) . 

The mov i e  c enters on the pain , 
c ompet i t i o n ,  and consuming e ffort that 
de fine thi s l evel of athl e t i c  
act ivity a But it al so shows a l o ving 
s exual relationship betwe en two yo ung 
women . 

"Per sonal Best " has been cons i st ently 

prai s e d  by the crit i c s  for i t s  
ness , sensit i vity , and insight 
including the s exual encount er 
of the women ' s  story . 

open
in 
as part 

If there ' s  anything to crit i c i z e  
( from a gay point o f  view ) abo ut tni s 

movi e ,  it may be in the pre s entat i o n  
o f  t h e  l o ve affair as an inevi tabl e 
but s e c o ndary part o f  the sp e c i al 
nature o f  the s e  women and their 
unusual s ituat i o n .  ( "Women athl e t e s  
might fall i n  love , but i t  do e sn ' t  
happen in real l i fe , " )  

The comment s o f  director Towne make 
me wonder j us t  what emphas i s  the gay 
story i s  g iven in the fil m .  For one 
thing ,  h e  gets up s et when his movie 
is compared to " Making Love " or 
grouped with o ther s o - cal l e d  gay 
films . I t ' s  no t about homo s exual i ty , 
he. insi st s ;  it ' s  about compe titio n .  

Towne i s  also quo t e d  i n  Newsweek as 
t el l ing the two straight women he was 
direct ing 1 " I ' m  go ing to try s ome 
thing s  that will shame you and anger 
you" in filming the love s c ene s ,  What 
did he do·  that shamed th em? During 
rehearsal of a s c ene in whi ch the two 
women arm-wr e s tl e , Towne yanked a 
towel away , l eaving one o f  the 
actre s s e s  to play the scene naked . 
That ' s  shame ful ? 

Jack Kroll , th e Newsweek crit i c , mak e s  
t h i s  int erest ing c omment abo ut th e 
d evelopment o f  the plo t : Mari el 
Hemingway , who plays the younger 
woman, "winds up with a man , a swimmer 
named Denny , and it ' s  this hetero
s exual pair who play the film ' s 
c entral s c ene . "  Do e s  thi s  mean that 
the l e sbian affair is shown as just a 
warm-up for the "real thing? " Read 
o n .  

Just a ph a s e? 

Here ' s  Towne commenting on the " s exual 
o dy s s e y "  of h i s  two heroine s : " T o  me 
the story is about inno c enc e ,  purity , 
growing up . My idea i s  that they ' re 
childr e n ,  l ike my daughter , 
d i s c overing who they are with the ir 
bodi e s . "  And when Hemingway i s  
thro ugh experimenting , she turns t o  a 
man , j ust l ik e  G o d  int ended her t o - 
i s  that it , Bob? 

violates llinois labor law 

Maybe the mov i e  do e sn ' t  actually make 
this stat ement . None of the other 
revi ews I ' ve read suggests that it 
do e s .  But I ' ve h eard t o o  many time s  
that gay s ex i s  j ust "kid stuff , " j u s t  
" an ado l e s c ent pha s e  you ' re go ing -
through , "  not the "real thing " like 
Coke and hetero s exual ity . And I don ' t  
trust any filmmaker who t alks that 
way . 

Worl d  takes the extra . 

P i z z a  Wor l d ' s  po licy is not lega l , 
a ccording to the I l l inoi s  Lab o r  Law 
H andbook , pub li shed by the I l l inoi s 
D epa rtment of Labor . 

An emp loyer may not deduc t the cost 
of shortage , b re akage , o r  spoi lage 
of materials from a worke r ' s  wages 
without approval from the Department 
of Labor . An emp loye r may not make 

wage deduc ti ons in any indirect 
manne r ,  suc h  a s  requiring a worker to 
mak� reimbursement for shortages in 
a cash register o r  s to ck . 

P i z z a  World d e l i ve ry people who feel 
that i l lega l  deduc tions have been 
taken from the i r  pay should write the 
I l linois Department o f  Labor Wage 
C la ims D iv i s i on , 9 1 0  s .  Michigan , Room 
1 8 0 8 ,  Chicago IL 6 0 6 0 5 .  Or phone 
3 1 2 - 7 9 3 - 2 8 0 8 • •  

--M . S .  

I f  such a val ue sys t em i s  operating 
in the film ' s  use o f  l e s bi ani s m ,  then 
Ro b ert Towne ' s " P ersonal Best '' may 
turn o ut to be " s e c ond best " for gay 
viewe r s . I th ink I ' l l  spend my money 
on " Taxi Zurn Kl o "  first •• 

- - Ferdyduri ; e 

So urc e s 1 Newswe e k ,  8 Feb . 1982 , 
Lo s Angel e s  T ime s ,  5 Feb . 1982 
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Po l itic a l  fi l m  i r ks U .S. g ov't .  
I n  a highly unusual mov e , the U . S .  
State Department has relea s e d  a 3 - page 
s ta tement takipg i s sue wi th a current 
mov i e . The f i lm is ent i tle d " Mi s s ing " 
and was dire c t e d  by Cons tanti n  
Co s t a -Gavras . 

Bas e d  on the story o f  a yo ung 
Ame ri can j o urnali s t  who was k i lle d 
during the 197 3 right -wing takeover 
in Chi le , the mov i e  gives the i mpr e s 
s i o n  that the U . S .  covered up the 
events surroundi ng the ca s e  and wa s 
inv o lv e d  in the j o urnali s t ' s  death . 

Co s ta -Gavras never names the country 
. in whi ch the e vents of th e f i lm take 

pla ce , but there are plenty of clue s . 
The di re ctor i s  known for his 
cinema t i c  vers i o ns o f  poli t i ca l  
inc i de nts - -name ly , " Z "  ( 196 9 ) , ba s e d  
on the murder o f  a li beral Greek 
deputy ; and " Sta te o f  Seige " ( 197 3 ) ,  
derive d from the ki dnapping and 
assas sination o f  a U . S .  offi cial in 
Uruguay . 

Post- coup b loo dbath 

"Mi s s ing " i s  Costa-Gavras '  first 
Engli s h - language f i lm ahd is bas e d  on 
the true s tory of the 1973 ki dnap and 
mur der in Chi l e  of Charle s Ho rman , a 
young Ame r i can , Harvard - e duca t e d ,  
co unterculture j o urna l i s t . The film 
sugge s t s  no t o nly tha t the U . S .  
supported the overthrow o f  the 
demo cra ti cally e le c te d ,  Marx i s t  
government o f  Pr � s ident Salvador 
All ende , but al so that u.s. 
repres enta t i v e s  directly or in
dire ctly approved the execution o f  
Horman , who be came a vi c t i m  o f  the 
po s t - co up blo o dbath in whi ch hundre ds 
of Chi lean le ft i s t s  were mur d e re d .  

The story o f  "Mi s si ng " i s  s i mple 
eno ugh : Ed Ho rman ( playe d by Jack 
Lemmon ) ,  a we l l - to - do New York 
adv e r t i s ing exe cuti v e. and a po l i t i ca l  
conserva t i v e , c o m e s  t o  Chi le t o  help 
hi s daughte r - in - law Be th ( Si s sy 
Spacek ) s earch for his son , who 
disappeare d  wi tho u t  tra c e  a couple 
days after the coup . The father i s  
impati ent wi th the cyni cal ,  
suspi cious young woman : " I  don ' t  
want to hear any o f  your anti 
e s tabl ishment parano i a , " he rage s ,  " if 
he ' d  settled down where he bel ong s ,  
none o f  i t  would have happene d . " 

But l i t t le by little , after frust ra t ing 
appo intments wi th si lky-smo o th Ame ri can 
offic ials , nervous encounters with 
lo cal po l i ce , and near - s e cre t inte r
views wi th ne ighbo rs and friends , E d  
come s t o  unders tand some reali t i e s  tha t  
had never tou che d his life b e fo re : 
that his gove rnment ha s li e d  to him and 
is no t serv ing hi s be s t  i nterests ; tha t  
power i s  o ften i t s  own j us t i fi ca t ion ; 
tha t b e i ng an Ameri can i s  no pro o f  
against di sas ter. . 

Loss of innocenc e 

A c co rding to f i lm cri t i c  Judi th Cri s t , 
"Miss ing " is " the story o f  a man ' s  slow 
lo s s  of inno cence , a fathe r ' s  final 
reali zation of who and what his son was 
a s  a pers o n ,  and of a young woma n ' s  
gro wing compa s si on for the o lder 
genera ti o n . " 

The S ta t e  Department cont ends that the 
U . S .  gov ernment "undertook intensive 
and c o mprehens ive e fforts t o  lo ca te 
Cha r l e s  Horman from the moment i t  was 
learned he wa s mi ssing "  and t hat 
spe c ial inve s tigati ons fail ed to t urn 
up any evi dence of hi s whe reabouts o r  
o f  any cover-up o f  h i s  di sappearance . 

Tell our advertisers 
you s aw their ad 

in the Post-Amerikan 

IDB I' 
, 

I n  1977 the Hor.mans sue d Secretary o f  
State Henry K i s s i nger and a number o f  
o ther State Department o ffi cia ls . The 
suit was wi thdrawn in 1 9 8 1 . 

Co sta -Gavras argu e s  that the "fa c ts " 
o f  such a cas e as thi s canno t be 
re tri e v e d  by o ff i c ial gov ernme nt in
ve s tiga tions - -e spe cially no t i n  a 
coun try where po l i ti ca l  exe cut ions and 
the i r  cover -up are routine . The 

dire cto r claims he is working "from 
reports that canno t be subs tantiate d . "  

But he shares the conv i c ti o n  o f  Charles 
Horman ' s family that the U . S .  gov e rnment 
played a part in the i r  son ' s  death . 
Thi s  a t t i tude i s  also suppo rte d by 
j o urna l i s t  Thomas Haus e r ,  who wro te a 
book abo ut the case i n  1978 ( The 
Exe cution of Charle s Horman ) ,  from 
whi ch Costa -Gavra s  t o o k  much of h i s  
ma teria l . 

Th e "truth " 

The t ruth o f  "Mi s sing " i s  no t in i t s  
proven facts , howe ve r . The f i lm ' s  
value l i e s , in the words of cri ti c 
Vincent Canby , "in the way i t  
drama t i z e s  t h e  some times unbri dge 
able gulf tha t  s e parate s  us , the 
gove rne d ,  and tho s e  who govern us in 
what are suppo s e d  to be o ur own 
b e s t  i nteres t s . "  

Canby also po ints out that i t ' s  i mpo s 
s i b l e  to igno re the pre sent -day 
s i tuat io n  that the mov i e  rela t e s  to : 
" One thi nks e spe cially o f  the events 
in El Salvado r and of the contra di c 
t i o ns , whi ch one can read i n  the 
ne wspa per a lmo s t  any day of the we e k , 
betwe e n  offi cial Government ( U . S .  and 
El Salvado r )  s tatements and the 
first -hand s t o r i e s  be ing s e0t ba ck by 
Ameri can re po rters · there . . . . 

- - Ferdydurke 
Sour ce s : New York Time s ,  2/14/82 

saturd8:Y R e vi e w ,  Fe b .  1982 

U .S .  develops race weapon 
I f  you think that the neu tron bomb 
ho l d s  an und i sp u ted c laim to be " the 
s ickest weapon ever conc e i ved , "  th ink 
aga in . The Depar tment of Defense 
( DOD ) has a new biological warfare (BW) 

agent c a l led cocc id ioides immi tis qr 
11 c oc c i .  11 

D e t a i l s  are sketchy about how the DOD 
managed to develop this BW agent-- the 
US s uppo sedly renounced BW in 1 96 9 .  
Last year , the Reagan admin i s tration 
gave the green l ight to new BW deve lop
ment . 

Coc c i  is a fungus native to arid areas 
o f  C a l i fo rn i a ,  the Southwe s t  and 
Mexico . In its pr imary form , cocc i 
wi l l  ind uce mi ld f l u  symptoms in 80% 
of the p eop l e  it contac ts . I n  its 
secondary,  or progre s s ive , form, i t  c an 
lead to a mor ta l i ty rate o f  5 0 - 6 0"/o . 

Here ' s  the kicker : wh i l e  on ly 1 - 1 1% 
o f  c a uc a s i ans wi l l  develop the fatal 

form of the d i sease , b l ack peop l e  w i l l  
deve l op this form in n umbers ranging 
from 2 0� 5 9% .  Mex ican s  and Native 
Amer ic ans tend to be intermed iate in 
susc eptib i l i ty ;  F i l ipinos appear to be 
even more s uscep t ib l e  than blacks . 

O f  t;he hal f-dozen s ign i f ic ant syste
matic f unga l d i seases of humans ,  only 
coc c i  shows s uc h  pronounced rac ial 
spec i f ic i ty ; and only coc c i  has been 
researched as a BW agent by the DOD . 
F ur the r res earch and development wi l l  
prob ab l y  " improve " c occ i ' s  targe ting 
c harac te r i s tic s . 

While the Ku K l ux Klan might re j o ic e  at 
the deve l opment of s uc h  a weapon , the 
r e s t  of us c an on ly see s uc h  rac e-
spec i f i c  BW agents as a conc rete man i
festation of the r ac i � t  nature o f  
Amer ic a ' s  mi l itary- ind u s tr i al c omp lex . e 

- -Todd Jailer ( from WIN)  

WINTERIZE YOUR GUITAR 
STOP rN AT 

GUITAR WORLD 
105 N Broodway • Narr\Ol, IL 61761 . 

309-452-6412'  

And have your 
guitar checked for 
• New Strings 
• Cracks a nd 

other dryness 
problems 

• Check out the 
Dampit Humidifier 
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Vo l . 1 0  , 

No . 1 0  B ig cha nge at S mal l Change s  
Small Chang e s  Al ternat ive Bookstore 
has chang e d  � great d e al in the l ast 
five months . Last summer the 
remaining thr e e  c o l l e ct ive members 
c alled an open meet ing to generat e 
s ome feedback about the future o f  the 
c o l l e c t ive . As a re sul t  o f  this 
me et ing , f ive new wimmin j o ined the 
coll e c t ive , s everal enthus iast i c  
group i e s  were recruit e d ,  and t h e  store 
it s el f r e c e ived a fac e and spirit l i ft 
( new paint , new panel ing , new 
furniture arrang ement , and new s t o ck ) . 

Sinc e that meet ing the thr e e  remaining 
members have l e ft the collect ive due 
to t ime and energy crunch e s  and burn
o ut . One moved o ut o f  town ,  one 
dropp ed o ut ,  and the third is tak ing 
a l e ave - o f-absenc e .  

But the new c o ll e c t ive o f  wimmin and 
the dedicat e d  group i e s  ar e pledg e d  t o  
k e ep ing the store and i t s  ideal s  
alive . We s t ill s e e  o ur s el v e s  a s  a 
part o f  the movement o f  peopl e  
chall enging th e fo r c e s  that keep us 
pass ive and i s olat e d  and powerl e s s . 

As individual s and a s  a c o l l e ctive , 
we want to t ak e  an active part in the 
c ommunity and reuni t e  with the peopl e  
who have supported and enc o uraged the 
store over the years . In this " l e t ' s  
get together" spirit , we are 
sponso ring a Co ffe e House on Fri day ,  
March 1 9 th ,  from 7 : 30 p m  t o  1 0 1 0 0 pm 
at the Newman Cent e r .  ( I t ' s  on Main 
Street in No rmal next to the Avanti ' s  
parking l ot . ) We ' ll have an open mike 
fo r tho s e  o f  you wh o wish to part i c i
pat e ,  go o d i e s  fo r tho s e  o f  you who 
wish to munch , c o ffee and t e a ,  and 
l o t s  o f  good c ompany . 

we are working at making Small Chang e s  
a c omfortabl e p l a c e  to m e e t  and 
exchange ideas with other folks . 
store hours have b e en a problem 
be cause we all work at straight j o bs 
or att end clas s e s . ·  However , we want 
it to be known that o ur definit e 
hours , from now unt il spring i s  h ere 
t o  stay , are from 5 : 00 pm unt il 7 1 00 
pm Tuesday through Fri day and from 
no on unt il 5 : 0 0 pm on Saturday . We 
will be open additional hours that we 

ACLU blasts El Salva dor 
The Ameri can Civil Liberti e s  Uni on 
has charged that the gove rnment o f  
El Sa lvador i s  " e ngaged in a concer
ted and s igni f i cant effo rt to 
ieprive i t s  ci t i z ens o f  inte rna 
t;iona l ly re cogni z e d  human rights . "  
In a 2 ? J -page repo rt made pub l i c  Jan . 
26 , the A CLU do cuments " s ys tema t i c  
murde r ,  to rture , and arbi trary 
�rre s t s  and denial o f  fa ir trial s , 
po litical rights , and fre e dom o f  
l'e ligio n ,  e xpre s s i o n ,  and a s s o cia 
tion . " 

The ACLU s ent the report to Ronald 
Reagan to urge him no t to certify to 
Congre s s  tha't the human rights 
r e co rd of the E l  Salvador government 
is impro ving . 

Reagan wa s pre c lude d from dispe rs ing 
the $ 1 J 5  million in mili tary a i d  
a llo ca te d b y  Congre s s  t o  E l  Salvador 
thi s f i s ca l  year unl e s s  he certif i e d  
that t h e  E l  S al vador government was 
curtail ing i t s  repr e s s ive p ol ic i e s .  

De spite the A CLU repo rt , Re agan on 
Jan . 2 9  certi fi e d  that the E l  
Salvado : governme nt i s  impro v i ng o n  
human rights . The ce rti fication has 
me t wi de s pread di s b e l i e f  in Congre s s . 
Repre s entat ive Ge rry Studds plans a 
lawsuit to de c lare the c e rt i f i ca t i on 
vo i d . 

The ACLU report , whi ch deals exclu 
s ive ly wi th abus e s  outside the con
text o f  arme d c omba t , charges the 
government of El Salvador with re 
s ponsibility for : 
* The grea t ma j ority o f  so me 200 
po liti ca lly mo tivate d murders a we ek , 
o r  abo ut 10 , 0 0 0  a year . 
*Wi despread to rture by all branches 
of the na tion ' s  se curity f o r ce s . 
*Permi tt ing parami litary force s ,  
whi c h  the gove rnment o s tens i bly d i s 
s o lved in 197 9 ,  t o  co ntinue to 
o perate since then wi th impuni ty , en
gaging in murder , mut i lation and tor
ture . 

* Inc reas ing repre s s ion dur ing 1980 
and 1 9 8 1  follo wing the a c c e s sion to 
power o f  the current "re forin " 
mi li tary j unta . 
* I s suing decr e e s  that have stripp e d  
Salvado rans o f  the i r  rights agai nst 
arbi trary arre s t  and pro longe d de ten
tion . 
*The " di sappearance "  o f  mo re than 600 
pe rsons fo llowing the ir detention by 
s e curi ty forces in the firs t  year 
and a hal f  of the pre s ent " re form " 
mili tary j unta . 
*Ending fa ir trials and des troying 
judicial independenc e .  
*Systema t i c  repre s sion dire c t e d  
against the Ca.tho l i c  Church . 
*Systema t i c  re pre s s i on dire c t e d  
against p e asant and union l eaders 
and oppo s ition pol i t i c al l e aders . 

�······················· 

Dracfi e Placfie 
W e  s e l l , b uy ,  and 

t rade used albUJlls 

an d c as e t te s . 
1 0 2  North S t . , 

N o rma l 

1 0 - 6  ( T , W , F , S at )  

1 0 - 9  ( M ,  Th ) 

L I T T LE 
B LA C K  B O O K  I N C .  

Dat i n g  S e rvi c e  
H E L P ING P E O PLE 

M E E T  P E O PLE 

P . O .  Box 7 04, 
R o c k  I s l a n d ,  I l li n o i s  6 1 2 0 1  

BOB AND LOU 
NEW A N D  USED 

FURNITURE 

Store #1 812 W. Market (3 0 9) 827-6621 
Store #2 1116 S.  Main (3 0 9) 829-3122 

Bloomington, Illinois 61701 

by Mari t a  

Music for the mind, body and soul 
452-7436 

will post on the d o o r  weekl y ,  o r  you 
may t el ephone the store during o ur 
d e fini t e  hours fo r the additional 
one s .  
Y o u  are probably asking yours el f ,  
" Aside from new ( and a few ol d )  fac e s , 
st imulating c onversat i o n ,  a t o pnot ch 
l ending l i brary , and info rmat ion on 
s ub j ects and event s o f  int erest , j us t  
what do e s  Small Changes o ffer in the 
way of merchandise for sal e  to pay the 
rent ? "  We ar e glad yo u ' ve asked , 
b e c aus e it gives us the chanc e to t ell 
about o ur inc reased stock of new 
books , huge s el e ction of used books , 
and wimmin ' s  mus i c  albums . Not t o  
ment ion o ur many spi ffy slo gan 
buttons , fantastic gr e et ing c ards , and 
arty pins made by crafty l o c al p e o pl e .  

I f  your fashion sensibilit i e s  l e an 
toward rad i c al sport swear , we st ill 
push movement t - shirt s . Real i z ing 
that we canno t stock every bo o k  you 
might d e s ire , we will make sp ec ial 
orders a high priority . 

I f  you ar e near downtown Bl o omingt on 
o r  want to meet us and chat or are 
shopping for a stimulat ing book , stop 
in at 40 9 A No rth Main Street . We 
want to get ac quaint ed ! • 

- �Th e Small Changes Coll e c t ive 

junt a 
*Suspending fre e dom o f  the pre s s , 
clos ing o ppo s i tion newspapers , 
bombing ne ws o f f i c e s  and ki lling 
journa l i s t s . 
*Supprass ing fr e e dom o f  expr e s s i o n ,  
a s s embly and a s s o ciation . 
* Forcing thousands o f  Salvadorans 
to be c ome re fuge e s  and sub j e ct ing 
re fuge e s  to brutal trea tment . •  

I 

"NO (O'll/JlH.IT," 

I 
�\ 

U.S. o fficial l ies 

aga i n ?  
T homas Enders , As s i s tant Secre tary o f 
S t ate for Inter- Ame r ic an A f f a i r s �,1 
te sti fied in C ongress that E l  S alvador 
has made " s ub s tant ial p rogre s s "  fn 
h uman r ights and d i sc ounted repo�is 
that government troops there had '. 
recently ma ssac red h undred s  o f  

· 
c iv i l i ans ( In These T ime s ,  F eb .  10) . 
Sydney H .  S c hanberg ' s  Feb . 6 c o l ilfnn in 
the New York T imes desc r ibed how End er s ,  
whi l e  s upervis ing the i l l egal bomb ing 
of C ambod i a ,  tr ied to c over up near ly 
2 0 0  c asual ties- - " first by send ing an 
aide to te l l  the press corp s  that the 
death toll was probably only 25 b u t  
cer tainly n o  more than 6 5 ,  then by 
i s s u ing orders to block reporter s from 
gett ing to the town . . .  " • 

� - - - - - ... - ... .. .. .. .. . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . .  .- .... . "' ... .. . . . ..  � .. . . . .. ..  - .. -- - .... _ .. - - - - - - - - - -



PATH s e e k s  

vo lun t e er s  

Pos t-Amerikan 

Be come a pro ductive part o f  McLean 
County by b e c o ming a PA TH vo lunt e e r . 
PATH ( Personal A ssi s tance T e lephone 
He lp ) i s  a c c epting appli cations for 
phonero o m  vo lunte e rs . 

PATH vo lunte e rs have an exce l lent 
o pportuni ty to' deve lop personal 
resource s and to b e c ome fami liar 
wi th community resourc e s . The 
training s e s s i o n  include s group and 
phoneroom tra i ning . Pra c t i ca l  
expe rience i n  s i mula t e d  and a ctua l  
s i tuatio ns are a n  i ntegral part o f  
the program . Once training has b e e n  
compl e te d ,  vo lunte ers me e t  a s  1 8 -
ho ur-a -month commi tment for a t  least · 
6 months . 

The initial interview wi ll be March 
1 7 . Juliana Sullivan wi ll re ce ive 
appli ca tions at PA TH no later than 
Ma rch 1 2 .  Fo r further i nfo o r  an 
appli cation call Ms . Sul livan at 
PA TH , .82 8 - 1 9 2 2 , or toll fre e at 
1 -800 - 3 2 2 -501 5 .  

PA TH i s  a Uni ted Way agency . 

Westside 

I mprovement 

meeting 
George Swier, D irec tor o f  Eng ineer ing, 
C i ty o f  B loomington, will d i s c u s s  the 
new West O akl and S tree t bridge and 
Al exander Road proj ec t at the March 1 1  
me e ting o f  the Wes t s ide Improvement 
As soc i a t ion at C i ty Hal l ,  7 : 00 p . m .  

The group w i l l  also dis cus s s o lut
tions to Goose C reek ' s  f l ooding . 
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La m d a cou nc i l  

re o rga n i z e s  
The Lambda Counc i l  o f  McLean County 
has gone th rough a re-organi z at i on 
and i s  now in the early s tages o f  
planning activities and prog rams for 
B l oomington-Norma l ' s  g ay community . 

The main pro j e c t  of the Lambda Counci l  
i s  the imp lementation of a gay hot

·1ine . The hot l ine committee is p re
sently working w i th PATH and p l ans an 
extens ive training pr0gram for volun
teers to deal with g ay c a l l - ins . The 
counc i l  hopes to open th e gay hot l ine 
later thi s  year . 

There are presently s even people , b oth 
gay men and lesb i ans , who make up the 
Lambda Counc i l .  They a re occupied at 
thi s  t ime w i th t rying to enl i s t  f i n an
c i al s upport and to enlarge the s i z e  o f  
the i r  organi zat ion . The coun ci l meets 
every 2 weeks--on S undays at 1 p . m . -
and the meeting s  are open to the 
c ommun i ty . The next mee ting w i l l  b e  
March 7 .  Interested peop le shoul d 
c a l l  8 2 8- 9 2 2 0  or 8 2 7- 6 4 5 3  to get more 
information . 

The f i r s t  news lette r ,  WINGS , i s  being 
prepared for dist ribut i on during the 
last week in February . (WINGS s tands 
for "Wante d :  I nvo lvement Necess ary 
for Gay Survival . " ) The news le tter . . 
w i l l  be pub li shed monthly and w i l l  be 
d i s t ributed at Sma l l  Change s  books tore , 

My P l ac e ,  Gay People ' s  A l l i ance 
meeti ngs , and e l s ewhere around town . 
You can a l s o  get i t  ma i le d  to you. 

The counci l  p l ans to incorporate . 
Whi le funding i s  a ma j o r  concern at 
pres ent , the counc i l  is also t a lking 
about future ac tivi t i e s , whi ch may 
include : a c amp- out ;  a f loat in the 
Gay P r i de Parade in Chi c ago this 
s umme r ;  the formation of a "mixed" 
rap group for both lesbians and g ay 
men ;  and other s oc i a l  and pol i t i c a l  
events . 

The Men ' s  Rap Group , an a s s ociate 
organi zation o f  the Lambda Counc i l ,  
has grown t o  a regul ar a ttendance of 
1 0 . The rap group meets eve ry Monday 
eveni ng from 8 :0 0  to 1 0 : 0 0 p . m .  Any 
man in the community is we lcome to 
a ttend . Each meeting focuses on a 
top i c  for d i s cus s ion . Some past 
topics have been re j ec t i on ,  r ac i sm , 
look s i s_m a l ternative s  to the bar s cene , 
and " looking for Mr . Right . " Men c an 
ca l l  8 2 8- 9 2 2 0  for more information 
about the rap g roup . 

G ro up exp lor e s  

w h ol i s t ic l i fe 
I ntere s t e d  in learning about the 
natural ways of health care , fo o d  
pre paring , gardening and o ther aspe c t s  
o f  living ? Jo in us ! W e  are a casual , 
fri e ndly group o f  learner s  and s harers 
who me e t  every o ther Wednes day to 
explore vario us areas of who l i s ti c 
ways o f  life . We dne s day March J we 
wi ll di s cu s s  allergi e s : What cause s  
them , how they can b e  prevented and 
natural ways of caring for them . Two 
wee k s  late r ,  on March 16 , we wi ll 
fo cus on organi c gardening . Mee tings 
run from 7 p . m .  unti l  around 1 0 . 
We me e t  at 507 W .  Lo cust in 
Bloomington .  Call Nancy for mo re 
de tai ls at 8 2 8 - 8 249 . 



Ki nsey study says 
wh at we already know 

P age 2 3  

S exual Pre ferenc e : � Development � � � Women , by Alan p ,  Bell , Mar t in s. We inberg , and Sue Kie fer Hammer
smith . Indiana Univers ity Pres s , 242 
page s .  

The latest report from the Kinsey 
Ins t it ut e  for S ex Research got a l o t  
o f  not i c e  i n  the pres s  when it was 
i s sued last S ep tember . But the no t i c e  
was mainly for t h e  wrong reas ons . 

The chief me s s age that mo st o f  the 
nat i onal media got was that homo 
s exual ity may be biol ogical in 
origin after all . As it turns out , 
the research d o e sn ' t  make any more of 
a case for biology than alr eady 
existed--a case which i s  a very 
tentative one . 

The main messag e  of the book is really 
thi s 1 No one s o c ial or p sychol ogical 
fact o r  shows a s trong correlation with 
s e xual orientation.  But didn ' t  we 
al ready know that? I did . 

The expl i c i t  aim o f  the Kinsey 
r e s e archers was t o  t es t  the val id i ty 
o f  theori e s  that attribute sexual 
pre ferenc e to aspects of childh o o d  and 
ado l e s c ent experi enc e - - for instance , 
" cl o s ene s s  to mothe r , "  ident ificat ion 
with father , "  early s exual behavio r ,  
So  they admin i s t ered an intens ive 
que s t ionnaire-survey to 979 homo 
s exual s ( 686 men and 29J wome n )  and 
477 heterosexual s in San Franc isco in 
: 96 9 - 70 . The answers were then 
c ompared to s e e  wh ich were 
s tatistically more typical o f  the 
L ·)mosexual group than the he tero-
s ·3xual group . 

The s e  stat i s t i c s  allowed the 
: �?s e archers to identify the p o s s i bl e  
·variabl es that might have a 
" d e t e rmining " e ffec t  on adult s exual 
preferenc e .  To find out how the 
s t at istically s ignificant var iabl es 
m ight fit together , the authors 
adopted a technique from biol ogy 
call ed "path analys is , " wh ich is a 
very complex and highly the oretical 
proc e s s . 

Now, it shoul d  be obvious that th is 
method is  open to all sorts o f  
cri tic i s m .  I s  t h e  survey repre senta
tive? What constitutes " stat istical 
s ignificanc e " ?  And so forth . But one 
of the mo st s eri ous que sti ons I have 
is how peopl e  d i st ort th eir answers 
when cal l e d  on to remember or 
int erpret early experienc e s  or 
fe el ings . In reading this book , you 
not i c e  that most heteros exual s had 
l ittle memory of homo s exual feel ings 
early in li fe , and that mo st gay 
peopl e d i d .  Are both groups ad justing 
the ir memo r i e s  to fit the ir adul t 
situat ions? 

Draft off icials 

get tax i nfo 

Even though court dec i s ions have 
previo us ly b anned s uc h  snoop ing , a 
l i t tl e-noticed c hange in federal l aw 
- - j ust s igned by Pres ident Reagan-
now g ives the Pentagon the r ight to 
c ro s s-c heck its own files with I . R . S .  
and S oc ial S e c ur i ty records to f ind 
who hasn ' t  s i gned up for the d r a f t . 
T he new l aw ,  accord ing to Robert E l l i s  
Smith , p ub l i sher o f  the Pr ivacy 
Jo urnal , is a step b ackwards to the 
pre-Watergate era . He s ay s  government 
snooping has never been more active , 
thanks mainly to the spread o f  
c omp u terization . The Reagan Admini s
tration, he contends ,  is " throwing 
c a u t ion to the. wind s , " when it c omes 
to ignoring privacy in the name o f  
inte l l igence gathe ring .• 

So why was there all the hoopla about 
a biological bas is for s exual 
orientati on? Well , part of it was 
your usual media hype . Newsweek ' s  
headl ine " Gays Are Born Not Made , "  for 
exampl e ,  was mostly s ensati onal is m .  

But S exual Preferenc e does contain a 
chapter on biol ogy . Chapter 1 9  i s  
ent itl ed " Biology? " --and the ques tion 
mark is important . In thi s  s e c t ion 
the res earchers don ' t  come anywheve · 
near supporting a theory ; they merely 
flirt with one . The i r  claim i s  that 
the resul t s  of their s tudy would not 
b e  incompatible with a genetic 
explanati o n .  The s ame resul t s  are 
al s o  compatible with other pos s ible 
theories . 

Bell-We inberg-Hammersmith suggest that 
biology may be the answer .  They 
sugg e s t  this for two rather que s t i on
abl e reasons 1 1 )  s e xual o r i entation 
appears t o  be more or l e s s  fixed early 
in l ife , and 2 )  they can ' t  find any 
p sycho s o c ial reasons for it . But , as 
one reviewer has po inted out , a study 
o f  this kind can hope to find the 
cause s  of s exual orientat ion only i f  
tho s e  caus e s  are few and very s trong . 
With 1 5  to 20 po s s ible fac tors , the 
c orrelations aren ' t  very prec i s e - 
there are j us t  t o o  many connec t ions 
and combinat i ons . 

S o  what we ' re actually l e ft with is 
this predic tabl e conclus ion s "We may 
be abl e to s eparate the homos exual 
r espond ents into d i fferent groups 
ac cording to differenc e s  in their 
developmental histories and so find 
that homo s exual ity has many di fferent 
origins . "  

Well , in my view , saying that homo 
s exual ity may have many different 
origins is no different from saying 
taxi drivers , p o e t s , and tv 
evangel i s t s  may have many d i fferent 
origins--maybe as many as there are 
taxi drivers , p o e t s , and tv 
evangel i s t s .  The only reason 
res earch ers do not work doubl e - t ime 
establ i shing careers and building 
whole industr i e s  devoted to finding 
the caus e s  of taxi driving , poetry 
writ ing , and tv evangel i sm is that 
the s e  forms of b ehavior have been 
spared the st igma and vil ificat ion of 
several thousand years o f  religious 
oppr e s s ion.  

Despite my irritation and impatience 
with the way the Kins ey study 
continues the cul tural obs e s s ion with 
the caus e s  of gayne s s ,  I did find some 
of i t s  resul t s  int eresting and 
reveal ing . Mainly what they didn ' t  
find : 

1 .  They found virtually no s upport for 
any o � the standard psycholo�ical 
theories--no effect o f  a man s 
relat ionship with h i s  moth e r , no 
e ffect o f  a poor relat ionship with the 
oppo s i t e  s ex ,  no negative influence of 
early s exual experi enc e s  with the 
oppo s i t e  sex.  

2.  Gay men ,  e sp e cial ly " effeminat e "  
one s ,  app ear t o  have poor relation
ships with their fathers , but it i s  
impo s s ible t o  tell which i s  cause and 
whi ch is e ffect- -uptight fathers may 
r e j e ct a non- c onforming son.  

J.  Gays who have b e en in therapy t end 
to fit some o f  the p sychological 
theorie s ; tho s e  who haven ' t ,  don ' t .  
( Th i s  i s  my favor i t e  finding , 
confirming my beli e f  that p sycho
therap i s t s  c ome up with theo r i e s  that 
r e fl ec t  their pat i ent s ' probl ems and 
don ' t  have any t rue understanding of 
what mak e s  gay p eopl e  tick . ) 

4 .  Finally , there i s  not a h int that 
homo s exual ity is cause d  by s educt ion 
by older children or adul t s . Just 
about every gay person knows thi s , of 
course ,  but Kinsey ' s  documentation 
coul d  be valuabl e .  

In sho rt , thi s book do e sn ' t  give us 
any important new insigh t s  about the 
reasons for sexual preferenc e ; i t s  
real value comes i n  giving t h e  l i e  t o  
many popular myths and mi sconceptions • •  

-- Fe:rdydurke 
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Women's B o o ks, H e a l t h  C a r e , 
N on - sexi st C h i l d re n ' s 
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Cuss out a cop! Page 2 4  

It 's fun! It 's legal ! 
Ever felt l ike s creaming , ye l l ing aud 
c ursing at a po l i ce o f fi ce r ,  but 
chickened out because he might a rre s t  
you? 

Wel l ,  don ' t  chicken out next time . 
According to S tate ' s  A ttorney Ron 
D o z i e r ,  po l i ce a re expected to put up 
wi th a certain amount o f  verb a l  abuse 
as a part o f  the i r  dutie s . 

Mos t cops h ave f requent ly d es erved a 
heavy b ath o f  verba l  abus e . And ye l
l ing and s c re aming at a c op can be 
ve ry therapeutic for frustrated c i ti
zens . 

The re are certain g ui de l i des to fo l l ow ,  
however .  

I f  s omeone who is not a police o f ficer 
w i tnesses your ve rb a l  abuse , and 
chooses to s ign a c omp l aint ag ainst 
you , you c an be arrested for d i s or
qe r ly conduc t .  

S o  when you cuss out cops , make sure 
tha t  j us t  you,  your friends , and the 
cops a re a round . 

Post -Ame r i kan P l ast i fi cat ion Award 

Pla stic hat er blisses out 

Als o ,  do not make any threatening 
s tatements .  

I n formation on the legal s tatus o f  
c op-cuss ing comes from a Pantagraph 
s tory whi ch explains why the state ' s  
atto rney dropped charges against a 
Normal man .  The s uspe ct , who happens 
( coincidenta l ly )  to be the s tep- s on of 
the Norma l c i ty manager , was charg e d  

. with disorderly conduct f o r  y e l ling 
at a No rma l c op an d c a l l ing h im foul 
names . 

In d r opping the charge , S tate ' s  At
tor�ey Dozier told the P antagraph : 
" I t has been a general principle 
based on the free speech guarantees 
of the F i rs t  Amendment that poli ce
man have to put up with verb a l  abuse .  
I don ' t  a gree with that , but i t ' s  
what the courts have sai d . " 
According to the P antagraph s tory , 
Dozier hoped that his dropping the 
charges "would not s i gnal that 
people should expect policeman to 
take verbal abuse and l i ke i t . "  

Wel l ,  they don ' t  have to l ike i t .  
As long a s  they j u st smi le .e 

--Mark S i lverstein 
/ 

I 

I know there ' s  a p l astic world o ut 
there to hate,  b ut I c an ' t  get 
insp ired . As I walk, I look d own 
mo s t  o f  the time , for s a fe ty ' s  s ake . 
I see brown mud and r a inbowed s l ush 
and intere s t ing footp r in ts and once 
in a whi le--my old pal the s id ewa l k !  
S omet imes I l ook up . I s e e  the 

d e l i c a te b l ue Febr uary sky and the new 
snow c l inging we tly • to the branche s . ! "-. 

I' � I .feel the fat d amp f l akes on my f ac e . 
I sme l l  the sweet mo i s t  promise o f  
Marc h .  I don ' t  know . • •  I ' m j us t  not 
d i sg u s ted r ight now . 

S ee ya next month ! e . 
--Phoebe C au l f i e l d  

·� .,., 
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loo s l i ke a s eepy, sere ne 
co m m u n ity. 
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look 
If you listen to the c ity fathers , the Pantagraph, the 

c i v  i c boosters and the phony speechmakers , you 

would think we lived in a 1 93 0 ' s  Hollywood s et .  But 

let ' s  look b e h i n d  the s cenes . Each month since 

April 1 9 7 2 ,  the Post-A merikan h a s b e e n  denting 

that serene facade , printing the embarras sing truths 
the c ity fathers would rather overlook . Take an

o t h e r  look at Bloomington-Normal . Subscribe to 

the Post-A merikan. 

For the next 12 i s sue s ,  send $4 to Post-Amerikan ,  

PO Box 345 2 ,  Bloomington I L  61701.  

Send m e  a subscription, $4 

Send me a t- shirt, $5 

XL L M S 

is my donation to the Post 
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