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McLean County celebrated Lincoln's "Lost 

Speech" with ceremonies in 1928 (7Sh), 1946 

(90th), 1956 (100th), and 2006 (150th). Dr. Louis 

Warren, Director of the Lincoln National Life 

Foundation, spoke at the 100th anniversary 

celebration titled "The charm of Lincoln's 

Oratory". Warren stated, "The City of 

Bloomington offered the inspirational atmosphere 

for Lincoln's supreme effort in the art of public 

speaking and should share with the political 

interests in the sparking of the famous 'Lost 

Speech'." 

After serving a single term in the U.S. Congress, 

Abraham Lincoln returned to Springfield in 1849 

and focused on his law practice until 1854. He 

re-entered politics after Senator Stephen Douglas 

championed the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which 

repealed the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and 

opened the door to the expansion of slavery into 

the Western Territories. Deeply opposed to the 

act, Lincoln began speaking out against it in the 

fall of 1854. He delivered several speeches 

across Illinois, including two in Bloomington on 

September 12th and 26th. These led up to his 

October 16th speech in Peoria-considered his 

first major anti-slavery address-because it was 

the only one he fully wrote out and submitted to 

newspapers for pub I ication. 

The fight over slavery in the new territories 
reached a crescendo in the spring of 1856. 
Ronald C. White Jr. describes the mood in his 

book A Lincoln:

"Eight days before the Convention a huge Kansas 
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posse, including Missouri 'border ruffians' had 

swept into Lawrence, Kansas, with the intent of 

striking terror among the rising free-state 

population. Finding that the free-state leaders had 

fled, they proceeded to throw two printing 

presses into the streets and turned five cannons on 

the Free State Hotel, finally setting the building on 

fire. 

Although no one was killed, homes and 

businesses were pillaged, and the story of the 

Sack of Lawrence ignited antislavery meetings 

across the North." 
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https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/missouri-compromise#:~:text=An%20Act%20to%20authorize%20the,prohibit%20slavery%20in%20certain%20territories.
https://civilwaronthewesternborder.org/encyclopedia/first-sack-lawrence


https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/minute/The_Caning_of_Senator_Charles_Sumner.htm








https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/persons/SW03267
https://mchistory.org/research/biographies/scott-john-milton
https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/persons/RO21443
https://mchistory.org/research/biographies/stevenson-adlai-e-i
https://mchistory.org/research/finding-aids/james-s-ewing-speeches


https://mchistory.org/research/biographies/fell-jesse-weldon
https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/persons/FU12291
https://mchistory.org/research/biographies/gridley-asahel
https://mchistory.org/research/biographies/major-william-trabue
https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/organizations/BL38713
https://mchistory.org/research/biographies/mccullough-william
https://mchistory.org/research/biographies/orme-william-ward


https://ildar.org/chapters/letitiagreenstevenson/history.html
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=221641




https://mchistory.tourient.app/looking-for-lincoln-in-bloomington-normal

