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Our partnership with the McLean County Museum of History
and Illinois Voices Theatre Echoes continues
with our commitment to the Evergreen Cemetery Walk.

We are grateful for the many individuals and organizations
that put in so much time and effort to make this historical
walk a success.

We would like to say Thank You to everyone who has been out
to take a walk back in time and educate themselves on our
local history.

302 E. Miller St.
Bloomington, IL 61701
www.evergreenmemorialcemetery.com
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E GRAND FINALE
THE EVERGREEN CEMETERY WALK

The opening line of the 10™ Anniversary Commemorative Playbill read “If there was ever
a project that had a life of its own, it is the Evergreen Cemetery Discovery Walk. When the
program began in 1995, no one had any idea that it would still be going strong ten years
later.” But here we are, holding the 30" and final Evergreen Cemetery Walk.

Over three decades ago, leaders from the Mclean County Museum of History, Evergreen
Memorial Cemetery, lllinois Voices Theatre, and the McLean County Arts Center collaborated
to create an engaging new program utilizing the voices of people from the past to share
stories about our community’s history and educating people on the importance of cemetery
preservation. Furthermore, the event aimed to curb the rampant vandalism occurring in
Bloomington'’s oldest and most historic cemetery.

What began as a single Saturday event with two days of school performances quickly
blossomed into a full-fledged historical theater event, serving more than 3,000 people over
the course of eight days each year. Upwards of 95,000 people (the majority of whom being
students), have experienced the Walk over the last three decades, both in-person and virtually.

The Walk has featured stories from 211 individuals from various walks of life. Some of these
people’s stories would have lived on without our event, but others would have been long
forgotten. We have heard from coal miners, university presidents, librarians, opera singers,
sisters who survived the Tulsa Race Massacre, brothers who fought racism while serving in the
Great War, close friends and colleagues of Abraham Lincoln, and so many more.

This event would not have been possible for the last 30 years if it was not for the 530
volunteers who have given more than 34,000 hours to ensure the Walk’s success. All of the
work the actors, staff, crew, and volunteers have put into this event has turned into a supportive
community of people, invested in their local history and passionate about helping others learn
more about it.

The power and impact of this award-winning event has been felt far beyond the boundaries
of Mclean County. The Museum has been called upon many times to help shape other
cemetery programs in our nation. The Walk has also helped people understand the significant
roles individuals from our past play in history. By introducing visitors to the educational benefits
of acting and the arts, we've been able to bring our history to light and o life.

Please know that this is not goodbye. The Museum will always champion the preservation
of our local history. We will always collaborate with our community partners to make history
accessible for all. Most importantly, we will never leave the legacy of the Cemetery Walk
behind. It is a piece of history in its own right, and its influence will continue for many years to
come.

Thank you for making history with us.
Evergreen Cemetery Walk Coordinators

Candace Summers, Emily McCusker, and Eric Hansen
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SAVING

THE MUSEUM'S LARGEST PRESERVATION PROJECT YET

Join us Saturday, November 30th at 11:30 a.m.
to welcome the iconic Livingston Santa back to
Downtown Bloomington.

Scan the QR Code to learn more about
Santa’s journey and the plans to bring
public art to the Museum Square.

The Museum’s new mobile tour platform, TOURIENT, puts local
history in the palm of your hand. Its easy to use tours lead you
from place to place with an interactive map; simultaneously,
photos, text, and audio provide historical context to what
surrounds you. So far, we have two tours ready for your enjoyment
Looking for Lincoln in Bloomington-Normal: A Tour Narrated by
Abraham Lincoln and the Downtown Bloomington Architectural
Tour. We have plans to add more tours in the future, including a
Spanish Language Audio Tour in November! Scan the QR code or
visit mchistory.tourient.app/ to start exploring.




CEMETERY WALK FUND DRIVE

DONORS AS OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2024

Nancy D. Anderson
Mary Anderson

Tim Bobic

Nancy Bollman
Charlotte Brown

Judy Buchanan

Chris & Madeleine Callahan
Mary & Hank Campbell
Roger Cavitt

Ann Champion

Charles S. Dempster
Larry & Marlene Dietz
Julie Dunbar

Mary Eder

Tom & Chris Eder

Flora Foltz

Dorothy Frank

John Freed

John & Marilyn Freese
Linda Garbe

Timothy Garvey & Paula Aschim
Sherry and Jim Graehling
Sandra Groves

Susan Harsha

Linda Hartema

Diane Hawk

Dolores Hellweg

Kay Henrichs

Frank & Angie Hoffman
Dan W. Holder

Janice M. Holder

Margi Hollingshead
Margaret & Charles Hollowell
Arlene Hosea & Ben Ryburn
Peggy Hundley

Jill Hutchison

Zoe lutzi

Lois Jazo

Pat Johnson

Terrence Killian

Kathleen Kirk

Linda Lehmann

Shirley & Larry Lowe

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Luber
John & Joanne Maitland
Nancy L. Marciniec

Nola Marquardt,
in memory of Rose Werling

Rose Marsaglia

Mike Matejka & Kari Sandhaas
Vern McGinnis

Ed & Beth Mears

Nancy Jo Miller

Beverly J. Miller

JoAnna S. Mink

Pam & Jack Muirhead

George D. & Judith I. Myers
Marilyn  Myers
Savita J. Patel
John & Mary Penn

B. Kay Ramseyer

Janet & Mark Rayburn
John & Barbara Richmond
Jerry & Carole Ringer

Ed & Sally Rust, Jr.

Betty L. Salch

John F. Sicks Jr.

David & Trudy Strand
Carol Struck

Ann Sullivan

Tracey Sullivan-Covert

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Sutherland
Mark & Peg Swerdlik
Marcia Thomas

Phylis VerSteegh

Paul & Trudy Vogel Charity
Fund, a donor-advised fund

Gregg Watson

Don & Karen Wettstein
Dave Wilcox

Mr. & Mrs. Sherman Wilkerson
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wilkey
Kris Williams

Julie Williams

Jeanne Wroan

Mark Wyman

Carolyn Yockey

Rich & Janet Zich

Kurt & Wendy Zimmer

Rick & Penny Boser Donor Advised Fund at lllinois Prairie Community Foundation
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CHARACTER & ACTOR BIOS

Sophia Huggins (1831-1903) or “Aunt Sophia” as she was
known by her clientele, was a claimed clairvoyant who made
a living in Bloomington, IL telling the fortunes of a wide cross
section of Bloomingtonians. She is featured with the mysterious
Madame Annette, a reporter for the Daily Bulletin newspaper
who profiled early settlers and touring actresses, chatted about

fashion and makeup, and interviewed eccentric individuals like the

enigmatic Huggins.

A N

Jennifer Rusk

(Sophia Huggins)
is grateful to again
work with the
Evergreen Cemetery
Walk. She is an ISU

theater alum with an

acting emphasis. Rusk has appeared in
various productions in the community
“Mrs.  Dickerson” in
Intimate Apparel (Heartland Theater),

including as

plus directing A Raisin in the Sun at
Community Players Theater. She would
like to thank her heavenly guardian
angels: her mother, her father, and
her brother. They instilled in her faith,
love of the arts, history, and a “never
give up attitude.” Rusk dedicates this
performance in remembrance of her
mother, Joyce Ann Rusk, a lover of
history.

Cristen Monson
(Mme. Annette)
an Academic Advisor -
atI1SU, earned a B.A. [%
in acting from the |
University of Texas at [
El Paso and an M.A.
in theater from lllinois State University.
She directs, acts, writes, and teaches
theater locally. Recent directing credits
include Sponge Bob: The Musical, as
well as several shows for Heartland
Theater’s  10-Minute  Play  Festival
and Nomad Theater (co-founder).
Favorite acting roles include “Sarah”
in Time Stands Still, “Beth” in Tribes,
and “Carol” in the 2023 Holiday
Spectacular. Monson has previously
appeared in the Walk as Susan B.
Anthony and Emily Noble.




CHARACTER & ACTOR BIOS

June Crandall
(1878 - 1910)
a Kentucky
came to Bloomington
in 1898 and began
Y working as a miner at
the Mclean County Coal
Company on the west side of town.

native,

He was one of the earliest labor union
organizers and Socialist Party leaders
in Bloomington. Crandall was deeply
concerned about the exploitation of the
American working class. He fought hard
on various platforms, including in the
political sphere, to improve the quality
of life for his fellow workers and their
families.

Nathan Gaik
(June Crandall) is
thrilled to be returning

to the Evergreen
Cemetery Walk after
making  his  debut

last year as Samuel
Noble King. Gaik
received his acting training at lllinois
State University and is active in local
theatre. For over a decade, he was an
acting company member at Conklin’s
Barn Dinner Theatre. This past July, Gaik
played “Bottom” in Lincoln Community
Theatre’s production of A Midsummer
Night's Dream. A horror film fanatic, he
recently played the titular role of “The
Hag” in the film Hunting For The Hag. A
special thank you to Patrick for his love
and support.

T N

Eva Jones
(1930-1987)

was a woman who

never turned away
from challenging
situations  or  tough

decisions. She was the
first Black person elected
to the Bloomington District 87 Board of
Education in 1971 and the Bloomington
City Council in 1979. In these leadership
roles, her voice amplified the needs of
previously underrepresented individuals
during a period of increased racial
tension in the community and across the
country. Outside her elected positions,
she also worked with Mclean County’s
YWCA, League of Women Voters, and
United Way.

Darraugh Maxine
(Eva Jones)

is honored to be
returning  to  the
Evergreen Cemetery
Walk! She is a gradu-
ate of lllinois Wesley-
an University with a [ :
BFA in Acting. Eorllerthls year, Dorrcugh
went on tour with the National Theater for
Children, performing in the show Land of
Smiles. Some of her favorite credits in-
clude A Raisin in The Sun and Crowns.
When not on stage, you can also find
Darraugh making magic as a princess
performer with A Royal Remembrance.
She thanks her mother for always sup-
porting her, as well as her partner Zach.
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CHARACTER & ACTOR BIOS

Kevin Yale Vernon
(Georgina Trotter)
is excited to join the
Evergreen Cemetery [&
Walk for the first |
time. Previous shows [
include Indigenous |
Intervention, The Front Porch Plays
(Nomad Theater), This is Not Business
as Usual (Coalescence Theater
Project), and August: Osage County
(Community Players Theater), plus
shows at Peoria’s Corn Stock Theater.
She has two theater degrees, one
from the University of Wyoming and
one from ISU. Vernon retired this
year from teaching theater at Normal
Community High School. Special
thanks go out to her spouse, David -
literally couldn’t do it without you!

Georgina Trotter (1836-1904) and

Sarah Raymond Fitzwilliam (1842 - 1918)

were advocates and close friends who wanted better for
Bloomington. Businesswoman Georgina Trotter was the
first woman elected to the Bloomington Board of Education
in 1874. She served alongside educator Sarah Raymond
Fitzwilliam, who became the first female superintendent of
Bloomington Public Schools that same year. These women had
an uphill battle to prove they were worthy of these positions.
Together, they worked side-by-by-side to improve the quality
of education students received in Bloomington Public Schools
and to improve the lives of others in the community.

N7 X { )\

Kathleen Kirk
(Sarah Raymond
Fitzwilliams)

has been a script
writer  for  the
Museum’s  annual
History Makers Gala
and Evergreen Cemetery Walk for
many years. She has played several
characters in the walk, including
Helen Clark McCurdy, Mary Gridley,
Georgina Trotter, Ange Milner, and
Helen Davis Stevenson. An actor,
writer, and editor in Chicago before
returning to Normal, Kirk worked with
the Steppenwolf, Court, and Free
Shakespeare theatre companies.
She now works at the Normal
Public Library, serves on the Board
of Heartland Theatre, and edits the
online magazine Escape Into Life.
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CHARACTER & ACTOR BIOS

Augustus “Gus” Belt (1895-1954) and
\ Edith Pressler Belt (1896 - 1973) successfully grew a smgle
Bloomington restaurant into a nationwide chain. The Steak n’
Shake proprietors had several failed business ventures before
acquiring a Shell Oil station at the corner of Main and Virginia
Streets, which they transformed into a successful drive-in
serving hamburgers and milkshakes in 1934. After Gus's
death in 1954, Edith continued as chairperson and continued
to grow and expand the company for more than a decade
before selling the company in 1968. The Belts are this year's
visiting voices from East Lawn Memorial Cemetery in honor of
Steak n” Shake’s 90th anniversary.

TS N

Jeff Ready (Gus
Belt) is returning for
his third Evergreen
Cemetery Walk. He
has  been  seen
around  town in @
various  productions /lé;h, T |
at Heartland Theatre, Community
Players Theater, and Coalescence
Theatre Project. Ready is excited to
work with this cast and crew and
hopes you enjoy the experience as
much as he has.

Kayla Pulllcfm '..1{ 1
Mendoza (Edith

Belt) is thrilled to -

be joining the cast
of the Evergreen
Cemetery Walk for
the first time. She
has been lucky enough to perform
across the Midwest, including multiple
productions here in Bloomington-
Normal. Favorite credits include:
“The Governess” in Turn of the Screw,
“Blanche” in A Streetcar Named
Desire, “Barbara” in August: Osage
County, and “The Narrator” in Puffs.
Mendoza holds a degree in acting
and is also an accomplished director.



CHARACTER & ACTOR BIOS

Angeline Vernon

Milner (1856-1928)
known to most as
Ange, is one of lllinois’
most famous librarians.
Milner became
lllinois State (Normal)
University’s first full-time
librarian in 1890, serving nearly 40
years. Her passion for library science
drew national attention and shaped the
university’s curriculum. Milner was a
founding member of the lllinois branch
of the American Library Association and

Devon Lovell

(Ange Milner)

previously appeared
in  the  Evergreen |
Cemetery Walk as
Clara Kessler, also a
librarian! Lovell enjoys
both  writing  and
acting. She acted in and wrote for Nomad
Theatre’s HERstory this past spring.
Lovell has acted at Heartland Theatre,
most recently in Tiny Beautiful Things,
as “Sugar.” She co-hosts the Next to
Normal Story Slam, a local story-sharing

event. Professionally, Lovell works as an
educational consultant focused primarily
on literacy. Her family, Rhys, Carys, Will
(and Fiddler), fill her life with delight. She

is full of gratitude for all of it.

instituted the idea of teaching college
students how to use library resources in
their studies, a practice she outlined for
other teachers’ colleges to follow.

A N

Susan Anhalt Thetard (Echoes Artistic Director)

This is Susan’s seventh year as Echoes Artistic Director producing
both the History Makers Gala and the Evergreen Cemetery
Walk. Thetard holds an MFA in Costume Design and a BFA in
English and Theater Education. She taught and directed plays and
musicals at University High School for 19 years, and has designed
for local and professional theaters for many years. Thetard is
thankful for her husband Jon's patience and her daughter, Stacia’s,
assistance with graphics and props. She is also grateful to work with
such dedicated and talented members of the Museum staff.

Dave Krostal (Director) has performed in over 75 local
productions including most as “Bardolph” in Henry V at the lllinois
Shakespeare Festival, “Norman” in Table Manners at Heartland
Theater, and as “Paul Sheldon” in Misery at Peoria Players. Dave
and his wife Cristen played Clyde and Emily Noble in the 2018
Evergreen Cemetery Walk. Krostal is a graduate of lllinois State
University's Theater Education program and retired from teaching in
2016. This is his fifth year as director for the Cemetery Walk.
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Candace Summers (Senior Director of Education), Emily McCusker (Director of
Youth & Family Education), and Eric Hansen (Director of Volunteers) are the lead
Museum staff members responsible for the Evergreen Cemetery Walk. Together, they bring a
combined 20+ years of Museum experience with them to their planning of this signature event.
With degrees in History, Archaeology, and Political Science, all three of them have a passion
for our local history—one that they hope to instill in others through Museum programs like the
Evergreen Cemetery Walk.

History, /[uters

Do you know someone who is over the age of 70 and has
made McLean County a better place for all?
Nominate the next History Maker before October 31, 2024.

Jor more information please visit mchistory.org
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THE WAY YOU CHOOSE.
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WHERE YOUR STORY LIVES

Five news stories curated especially for you

RIGHT NOW
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Hail, storms rovage area

l Western drought may lead to
shortage of fruits and vegetables-~-
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AL THEATRE

HI & AL BEDELL

M8 The McLean County
Genealogical Society
Not from McLean County? Neither am I. Stop by and have some fun!

Beginner or pro, tmcgs.org for all your genealogy needs--
free to everyone.

Genealogy Video Learning Series- take you from beginner to pro + DNA

Tips for searching FamilySearch.org databases

1800s newspapers- hundreds of issues from all over Illinois

Tips on scanning and enhancing old photos

Historical books not available elsewhere- we have digitized thousands of pages:
s Int’l Order of Odd Fellows, lllinois Proceedings 1890 & 1891

A Place We Called Home- The I.5.5.C.S.

The First One Hundred Years of Second Presbyterian Church

Civil War Diaries of James W. Jessee

Elmer E. Garst’s Little Black Book of Stanford

.

Library with public computer inside the McLean County Museum of History
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Home of the Avalanche®

and Turtle Bar®

Vanilla
Chocolate
S Strawberr
Shakes y
Sundaes S
Twist

1019 S. Main Bloomington, IL
309-829-6022

Thanks for a great season! We'll see you again in the Spring!

A DEADLY DECEPTION

THE ASBESTOS TRAGEDY IN MCLEAN COUNTY

This new temporary exhibit explores the history of the Union
Asbestos and Rubber Company (UNARCO) manufacturing plant on
Bloomington’s westside, which operated from 1951-1g72. It uncovers
the workers’ experience and their fight for better working conditions.

However, this exhibit also tells a story larger than just McLean
County. Itis a universal story of people being sacrificed, forced to
endure toxic conditions and environmental hazards all in the pursuit
of profit. It illustrates a national tragedy on a local scale, all the while
educating the public about the dangers of asbestos and honoring our
neighbors who lost their lives. To learn more, visit mchistory.org.

-- =0 MecLean County

2% MuseumsHisTory

14 ¢




MARGARET “PEG” KIRK (1933-2023) &
WILLIAM P. “BILL” LABOUNTY (1930-2024)

The Mclean County Museum of History, lllinois Voices Theatre, and Evergreen Memorial
Cemetery lost two dear friends and long-time volunteers since last year’s Evergreen
Cemetery Walk with the passing of Peg Kirk (November 5, 2023) and Bill LaBounty (May
25,2024).

After retiring from a 27-year teaching career at Normal
Community High School, Peg became involved with the
Museum because of the Cemetery Walk. Starting as an
actor in 1996, Peg portrayed six different women (Mary
Potter, Luella Kimbell, Letitia Green Stevenson, Dr. Margaret
McGillivray, Melinda Rankin, June Rose Colby, and Rose
Whipp Northrup) during the Walk, writing the scripts for
most of those performances herself. When she was not “on
stage,” Peg served as a volunteer tour guide for the Walk
for 10 years. This allowed her to put her teacher’s hat back
on to help educate thousands of people who attended the
Walk, in particular middle school students, about cemetery preservation and our local
history. “I always loved to interact with the kids, and | had a variety of things | could
teach,” she said. Peg looked forward to the Cemetery Walk every year, and we looked
forward to working with her each year too.

Bill came to the Museum after spending 37 years in the
|| bookbinding and printing industry. Upon his retirement from
ISU Printing services in 1993, Bill began volunteering with
the Mclean County Genealogical Society and Mclean
County Museum of History. For over two decades he
™ shared his time and talents with both organizations, giving
over 10,000 hours of his time. Many of those hours were
given each fall to help the Museum put on the Evergreen
Cemetery Walk. From the Walk’s inception in 1995 until
2014, Bill worked behind the scenes putting together the
playbill, which every attendee at the Walk received. In
addition to laying out the playbill each year, Bill's connections in the local printing industry
guaranteed the Museum was getting the best printing deal and the highest quality product

for our largest annual event. Bill's son, Lars LaBounty, said the Cemetery Walk was his
dad'’s favorite event and Bill looked forward to it every year.

Words cannot express how much we appreciate both Peg and Bill's dedication, hard
work, and talents that they gave to help make the Cemetery Walk successful over the
years. Both of them were mentors to many at the Museum and we are better for having
known and worked with them. Peg and Bill are truly missed.
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30 YEARS OF VOLUNTEERS

Over the last three decades, 530 volunteers have given more than 34,000 hours of their time
to ensure the success of the Evergreen Cemetery Walk. Simply put, this event would not have
been possible without their dedication and tireless efforts. Whether they volunteered once or
every year, served as tour guides, box office volunteers, researchers, guide script writers, or
cookie bakers, we thank each and every one of them.

e M G i
Phylis VerSteegh with a student group at

first Cemetery Walk in 1995 the 2004 Walk

To view the full list of Cemetery
Walk volunteers from 1995-2024,

please scan the QR code below.

(=] =]
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Box Office Volunteers, 2016 (left to right: John Kibler, r Volunteers 1
Marilyn Aucutt, Joann Hart, Carole Knipp, Mary Sheehan,
with Candace Summers) If @ name is missing or

misspelled, please kindly email

education@mcistory.org so

we can accurately record this

momentous history!

Tour Guides, 2008 (left to right:
Mary Kay Zeter, Judith Myers, Nola
Marquardt, Peg Kirk, Carol Fox, Carol
Straka, Scott Johnson, Mary Scott, with
Mary Anne Schierman)




E‘XPLORE THE CURIOUS AND oDp A

o The Paintcd Wraith &
CURIOSITY SHOPPE

ANTIQUES ~ ODDITIES ~ HANDMADE ART
TAXIDERMY ~ TAROT ~ AND MUCH MORE!

WWW. THEPAINTEDWRAITH.COM

TUES-FRI 11-6

SAT10-5
SUN'11-5
MON CLOSED

DOWNTOWN BLOOMINGTON, IL 106 W MONROE ST

' Proud to support McLean County
Museum of History’s
Evergreen Cemetery Walk!

cefcu.com
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Echoes s proud to produce the Evergreen
Cemetery Walk for the McLean County Museum of History.

Thank you to everyone over the years who has made Echoes possible,
Echoes especially Judy Brown who started it all. We will miss working in this

| | beautiful setting that has informed audiences for 30 years! Although not

an easy decision, we know the Museum will continue to create new

things that involve theatre to inform and educate on history. Special thanks go to all the
people over the 7 years | have had the privilege to work with while producing and creating
costumes for the Museum. A special thanks to my husband, Jon, for all that he has done to
help with so many aspects of Echoes.

HIVIHL S3DI0A SION I'"I—!

The Writers and Tech Team

Cristen Monson  (Sarah
Raymond  Fitzwilliam  and
Georgina Trotter) works at
ISU as an academic advisor.
She directs, acts, writes, and
teaches theatre locally.
Cristen has written and
portrayed characters for the
Evergreen Cemetery Walk
over the last few years.

Kathleen Kirk (Sophia Huggins
and Mme. Annette) has been a
scriptwriter and actor for the
Walk for many years. Before
returning to Normal, she
worked with theatre compa-
nies in Chicago. She now works
at  Normal Public Library,
serves on the Board of Heart-
land Theatre, and edits the
online magazine Escape Into
Life.

Bruce Boeck (Ange Milner ) first
time writer for the Walk, has
written over 100 short plays
including three that were
performed at Heartland Thea-
tre's 10-Minute Play Festival. His
work has been performed
across the U.S. and Canada. He
taught psychology at Lincoln
College and Heartland Commu-
nity College, and was a licensed
counselor for 40 years.

L. Jane Thomley,
Co-Costume/Props, is
joining the Walk for the
sixth year. She retired
from Thomas Metcalf
School in 2014 after over
35 vyears teaching and
directing and designing
shows.

18 ¢

Todd Wineburner (Gus
and Edith Belt) had his
first experience with the
Walk in 1996 and he's
delighted to be writing for
the last season. Todd, an
ISU graduate, grew up in
Central |llinois, so it's
always gratifying to give
guests a glimpse into the
history of the area.

Devon Lovell (Eva Jones) is
a first time writer for the
Walk. Her short
play, Alchemy, was fea-
tured in the 2014 New
Plays From the Heartland
. Festival. Devon has worked
in education most of her
life and does literacy
consulting currently.

John Poling (lune Cran-
dall) is writing for the
second time for the Walk.
John is a local playwright,
whose had several of his
short plays produced. He
also directs and acts in
local theatre productions.
John has an M.S. in
History .

Grace Irvin,

Production Assistant, returns
for her sixth Walk. Grace is
involved in many theatres in
town, especially ILVT Seedling
Theatre where she directs and
produces . She is also a wed-
ding coordinator for Complete
Weddings + Events.




We would like to extend an extra special THANK YOU to

our diligent and hard-working volunteers without whom we
could not do this event!

Research and Writing Volunteers—2024

* Leisa Barbour ® Josh Blood ¢ Angie Bonnell ® John Capasso ® Mike DeVore

* Denise Fries-Romack ® Madison Hieser ® Allie Love ¢ Jordan Kennedy

* Wade Kirchner ® Emma Malone ¢ Connor Monson ¢ RJ North * Rachel Shivley
* Narcedalia ® Ramirez ® Susan Rush ¢ Carol Straka © Nancy Woods

* Baboshia Lois YuSuf

Graphic Design—2024
* Kennedy Coe

Volunteer Tour Guides—2024

e Leisa Barbour ¢ John Capasso ® Mike Devore ® Denise Fries-Romack ¢ Neil Gridley
* Rochelle Gridley ¢ Diane Hawk e Virgil Hovar ® Hannah Johnson ¢ Jana Kiefer

* Jen Maloy * Amy Miller ¢ Scott Myers ¢ Kelly Scheffert © Gregg Watson

* Seth Wheeler

Ushers—2024

* Colleen Cleary ¢ Jack Evans ¢ Jarett Galante ® Jessica Greenberg ® Rachel Jacobson
* Abbie James * SamiJohnson  Kathryn Kopija ® James Kouris ® Victoria LaCroix

* Maddie Marr ¢ Caitlin Mendez ¢ Lindsey Miller ¢ Logan Moeller * Kat Morris

¢ Ella Pepper © Claire Peterson ¢ Alex Young ¢ Jacob Zito

Box Office, Stage Hands, Cookie Bakers, Kitchen Managers,
etc.—2024

e Elizabeth Craig © Tina Crow © Tom Eder ¢ Flora Foltz * Joann Hart ® Diana Hauman
* Cody Hendricks ¢ Kay Henrichs ¢ Bailey Henry ¢ Sara Kellum ¢ Lauren Lacy

* Barb Lancaster ¢ CJ. Ledinsky ® Nola Marquardt ® Colleen Reynolds ® Susan Rush

e Susan Sheppard © John Sicks © Ruth Stewart ¢ Jon Thetard  Bill Wetzel ¢ Kris Williams
* Bridgette Wycoff




McLeaN COUNTY
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

TAX — ACCOUNTING

i
/M CK AupITING -TECHNOLOGY

\ CPAs & ADVISORS MANAGEMENT

AGRICULTURE

Providing accounting, financial, technology, and
consulting services in the Bloomington-Normal,
lllinois area.

202 N. Prospect Road, Suite 206
Bloomington, IL 61704
www.mckcpa.com
(309) 828-6071
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$11 for Members Friday, Oct. 25
$16 for Non-Members 6-8 p.m.

ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net children's discavery museum

Ky ,;\

-~ ‘V M- TRIDAY.
‘ —

ER] O PN

Seasfm /

Tickets and_a‘thyg,t@,e,sat NormalTheater.com
Now serving Iocal_craft beer at coaqessmns' (Must be 21+ to purchase)
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-PRAIRIE—
Woobwoik§ VAN SUNDY

= \)
Y Q ) Liz Taylor
l:__ <V Agent
|

Design, Create, Finish

Stairways Nick Dozier
Kitchen & Baths uk Agent
Custom Furniture N vangundy.com

Full Finishing Shop 101 S. Towanda Ave.
(309) 378-9418 Normal, IL 61761

2 309-452-1156
PrairieWoodworks.com INSURE WITH CONFIDENCE

’” Bank of

' Pontiac

Bloomington ¢ Coal City * Delavan ¢ Dwight * Fairbury * Forrest
Melvin * Minier » Odell * Paxton ¢ Piper City * Pontiac
Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com

Member FDIC

022 e




- Community Players
<] THEATRE

Ceason. “Jickels- on Sule-VWeon!

Join CPT for our exciting 102nd season!

Jan 3-5 & 10-12 | 2025 Mar 7-9, 14-16 & 21-23 | 2025

Mom +
N Rl

A Comedy by

=+ Ken Ludwig

May 9-11 & 16-18 | 2025  July 11-13, 17-20, & 24-27 | 2025

201 Robinhood Ln
Bloomington, IL

Box Office: Follow Us:

309.663.2121 [ ¥ 3!

Tickets & Info @:

CommunityPlayers.org TICKETS
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30 YEARS OF THEATER

llinois Voices Theatre has been our theatrical partner since the very beginning of the
Walk. Over the last 30 years, these talented writers and actors have helped tell the
stories of 211 unique individuals from Mclean County’s past. We appreciate their hard
work and dedication to bringing our community’s history to life and to light.

' 4 Timothy Jefferson and Emmanuel Jackson as Edward and

Michael Pullin as Christoph Lincoln Bynum, 2017

Mandler, 2010 To view the full list of Cemetery

: Walk writers and actors from

1995-2024, please scan the
QR code below.

[=] 574 ]

Char Fesler as Louise 5
el Muxfeld, 1996 .

’ Actors & Writers ‘

If a name is missing or misspelled,
please kindly email
education@mcistory.org
so we can accurately record this
momentous history!

Cast of the 2022 Evergreen Cemetery
Walk (Left to Right: Jennifer Rusk

as Ella Lee Stokes, Kathleen Kirk as
Helen Clark McCurdy, Len Childers as
Alexander G. Erickson, Kevin Wickart
as James Preston Butler, Jeff Ready as
Paul Beich, David Flanders as David
Davis, and Sara Flanders as Sarah
Davis)




S

GET TO KNOW
NORMAL TOWNsHip  DID YOU KNOW?
H/_/

How Does Normal Township Serve Our Community?

SENIOR SERVICES - ARC

Programs & Services for those 55+

Fitness Center, Walking Track, Pickleball Courts, Art Workshops,
Support Groups, Group Exercise Classes, Card & Game Groups
Bingo, Pool Tables, SHIP Medicare Counselors, Movies,
Educational Presentations, Library, Computer Lab, Personal
Training, Language Classes, Bonnie's Cafe, Gardening Group,
Assistance Services, Quilting, Knitting, Peace Meal AND MORE!

Center Hours Center Details
Mon - Thurs: 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM Membership: $30/year
Fri & Sat: 8:00 AM - 1:.00 PM Visit ARC at 600 E Willow, Normal

activityandrecreationcenter.org

TOWNSHIP FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

General Assistance

Provides up to $425 in monthly financial assistance to persons who do not
have adequate income or resources to provide for their basic needs.
Emergency Assistance Program

For residents who have: Minar children in the household, A five-day notice or
eviction notice from the landlord or a current disconnect notice from a
utility, Household income at or below 100% poverty for the area

ASSESSOR'S OFFICE

The primary responsibility of the Assessors Office is to discover, list and
value all Normal Township property.

HIGHWAY OFFICE

The Highway Commissioner is responsible for all Township road
construction & maintenance, which includes snow remaoval, clean-up, &
annual repairs as needed & as funds are available.

Learn more at www.normaltownship.org
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EAST LAWN MEMORIAL
GARDENS AND CEMETERY

Our guest voices for this year’s Walk, Gus and Edith Belt, are visiting from East Lawn
Memorial Gardens and Cemetery, located at 1002 Airport Road in Bloomington.

Augustus “Gus” Belt and Edith Belt’s grave, located in section 1, Lot 50 5 and 6

When East Lawn was founded in 1935, it was located two miles east of the city
limits and just west of the new municipal airport on highway Route 9. R.F. Beeler of
Burlington, lowa developed the cemetery after purchasing a 30-acre-tract of land
from Fred Young that year. Frank Howell was listed as the authorized sales agent for
lots in the cemetery.

.. &
Aerial view of Bloomington Municipal Airport looking northwest shows the main
hanger and East Lawn Memorial Gardens, June 20, 1941.
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The cemetery was established as a non-monumental burial park with flush, bronze
markers identifying burial plots. However, in 2008 a monument garden was added
to the cemetery for those who wished to have that type of memorial.

Cemetery features include three multi-story garden mausoleums, two columbari-
ums, ltalian white granite statues scattered throughout the cemetery, and an ossuary
for cremated remains.

One of three multi-story mausoleums that were constructed over the years, the
earliest being in the 1960s.

This ossuary holds cremated remains and takes the place of a scattering garden at

East Lawn.

Cemetery ownership has changed hands several times over the years and is currently
owned by Service Corporation International, a member of the Dignity Memorial
Network, North America’s largest provider of funeral, cremation, and cemetery

services.
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Helping Train Industry
Professionals Since 1899

plumbersua99.com
(309) 434-5640




Christmas at the Mansions

Saturday, December 14: 2-7pm

%’ David Davis Mansion '}?‘
%‘ Ewing Manor &'i

Take a special evening tour of two
beautiful historic sites, lavishly
decorated for the holidays! Music,
refreshments, guides in historic costume,
and other surprises await!

Tickets available November 1

$15/advance
$17/online
$20/same-day @

For more information and ticket locations:
daviddavismansion.org/catm

NOVEMBER IS
MEMBER
APPRECIATION
MONTH

GIFT SHOP DISCOUNTS
SPECIAL MEMBER GIFT
SURPRISE EXPERIENCE

NOT A MEMBER?
JOIN TODAY AND
SUPPORT LOCAL
HISTORY.

McLEAN COUNTY

MUSEUM
oHISTORY

mchistory.org
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landscaping | outdoor living “-"rh‘%
2405 FOX CREEK RD, IL 61705

309 3
BELLASLANDSCAPING.COM

* LANDSCAPE LIGHTING * PAVER PATIOS & SIDEWALKS
* EDGING _ ~ *OUTDOOR KITCHENS
* PLANTS, SHRUBS & TREES. * RETAINING WALLS
~ *MASONARY ; - * FIRE PITS & FIRE PLAC
X MULCH, ROCK nun;-w P

: years o&serwcmg;he Bloomi
and surroundmg :

oA (T ;
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Discover Heartland. Exhibitions Classes Festivals
Our region’s member-supported
D I S c ov E R non-profit arts agency.
9
YOUR FUTURE.

Apply Now.

Heartland.edu 3 HEARTLAND

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

WSWSW

Premier Savings

Providing the best of both worlds:
high returns on your savings and the
flexibility to access your money
when you need it.

Become a
member
and secure —ﬁ I'E EI
L] -

yot:; gl!GH IE il
S &0 o
| " an |

=——credit union*

916 E Grove 5t.
Bloomington Il
(309)828-2722

309.557.2541
or visit
www.iaacu.org

Federally insured by NCUA.




VVISITBN - e D

BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL AREA

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 20+ Art Galleries

£ Local Shopping

E ¥ McLean County
[ ]

Museum of History

1
Live music every
ol weekend
Scan the QR Code to discover —
the events taking place in Route 66
Bloomington-Normal this

weekend! 50+ Parks

| 12+ Performance i
Theatres

www.VisitBN.org / #VisitBN / 309-665-0033

We work to improve the economic well-being
of agriculture and enrich the quality of farm family life.

www.ilfb.org
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ITALIAN RESTAURANT

ANTI'S

ORDER
ONLINE!

[cWANNON ]

RESTAURANT

* %k *k
Fame of te Blio Plits Gouial

CORNER OF VETERANS & MERCER AVE
BLOOMINGTON, IL

309.664.0808
WWW.SHANNONSFIVESTAR.COM

Located on
Historic Route 66

Known for
"made from scratch comfort food,"
honest portions and pricing.

Make Your Event Unforgettable
with Redbird Catering

Redbird Catering offers excellent service
and a vast selection of delicious menu
items sure to satisfy everyone's taste buds.

Customizable menus available for:
- Holiday Parties
- Weddings/Rehearsal Dinners
+ Showers and Graduations
- Meetings and Corporate Events
« Social Events and Fundraisers

%M'd bird Calering

Contact us today! (309) 828-8000
www.redbirdcateringbloomington.com

FOOD. DRINKS. GAMING.

Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner
...and everything in between!

<ICLINDS .
Parkview Inn
E E Est. 1928

(309) 827-4280
1003 S. Morris Ave. Bloomington, IL 61701
www.parkviewinnbloomington.com
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The Original Calzone Company”™

709.888.9663%

121 E. Beaufort St.- Normal, IL

EarN FREE D.P. Dough!

Order Online
@ dpdouqh.com

@blonoDPDOUGH

==es 9% |(300)622-3263

LUNCH THRU LATE-NIGHT - 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun.- Tue. 11am -1am « Wed.- Thur. 11am - 2am
Fri.- Sat. 11am - 3am o

Frices and hours subject fo change.

Restaurant & Bar ™=

801 N. Hershey Rd. Bloomington IL

Come and enjoy a variety ol delicious grass-fed
steaks and the {reshest seafood around! R
Dob’s features various menu items [rom seafood
and steaks to chicken and pasta, and even those
homemade favoriles vou were raised on like
meatloal and liver and onions smenu
features something to fit evervone’s appelile. T e |

Ly
R h

Make vour reservations
today by calling us at
(309) 500-3434 or visiting
robdobsbn.com
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EVERGREEN MEMORIAL CEMETERY

ey

1.Sophia Huggins &
Madame Annette

2. June Crandall

3. Eva Jones

4. Ange Milner

5. Georgina Trotter &
Sarah Raymond

6. Gus & Edith Belt
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Making the national local
and the local national.

What you hear
changes everything.

[N Network WS T eor.

Bloomington-Normal’s Public Media




Kathleen Kirk in THE
IMPORTANCE OF BEING
EARNEST- 2017

Jennifer Rusk in INTIMATE APPAREL -

015

NathanGaik inFOWL

PLAY
Play Fest 2014

Our New 2024-2025 Season

THE MINUTES by Tracy Letts
HEARTLAND DIRECTED BY SANDRA ZIELINSKI

THEATRE AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 14, 2024
COMPANY

THE LION IN WINTER by James Goldman
DIRECTED BY JOHN D. POLING
NOVEMBER 7-23, 2024

YOUNG AT HEARTLAND Showcases
DIRECTED BY SANDRA ZIELINSKI & RICH TINAGLIA
OCTOBER 16,18 - 2024 & JUNE 25,27 - 2025

The Play’s the Thing NEW PLAY READING
DECEMBER 7,8 - 2024

ALIAS GRACE by Margaret Atwood, adapted for
the stage by Jennifer Blackmer
DIRECTED BY DON LACASSE
FEBRUARY 6-22 - 2025

VANYA AND SONIA AND MASHA AND SPIKE
Cristen Monson in : by Christopher Durang
FLOYD COLLINS - 3 ; DIRECTED BY LEN CHILDERS
017 APRIL 23-MAY 10 - 2025

THE RUMMAGE SALE
2025 10-Minute Play Festival
DIRECTED BY MIA KATZ, IAN GUTHRIE, DAVE MONTAGUE,
RICH TINAGLIA & JASON VALES
MAY 29-JUNE 14 - 2025

Mike Dobbins New Plays from the Heartland
DIRECTED BY DARLENE LLOYD, LYNDA RETTICK
& NATASHA WARLOE
JULY 11-13 - 2025




