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Public Tours:
October 5-6 and October 12-13, 2024

School Tours:
October 7-10, 2024

Mclean County Museum Of History Presents

Sponsored by:

Deanna Frautschi
& Alan Bedell

The  Grand  Finale
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the Evergreen Cemetery Walk

The  Grand  Finale of

The opening line of the 10th Anniversary Commemorative Playbill read “If there was ever 
a project that had a life of its own, it is the Evergreen Cemetery Discovery Walk. When the 
program began in 1995, no one had any idea that it would still be going strong ten years 
later.” But here we are, holding the 30th and final Evergreen Cemetery Walk. 

Over three decades ago, leaders from the McLean County Museum of History, Evergreen 
Memorial Cemetery, Illinois Voices Theatre, and the McLean County Arts Center collaborated 
to create an engaging new program utilizing the voices of people from the past to share 
stories about our community’s history and educating people on the importance of cemetery 
preservation. Furthermore, the event aimed to curb the rampant vandalism occurring in 
Bloomington’s oldest and most historic cemetery. 

What began as a single Saturday event with two days of school performances quickly 
blossomed into a full-fledged historical theater event, serving more than 3,000 people over 
the course of eight days each year. Upwards of 95,000 people (the majority of whom being 
students), have experienced the Walk over the last three decades, both in-person and virtually.

The Walk has featured stories from 211 individuals from various walks of life. Some of these 
people’s stories would have lived on without our event, but others would have been long 
forgotten. We have heard from coal miners, university presidents, librarians, opera singers, 
sisters who survived the Tulsa Race Massacre, brothers who fought racism while serving in the 
Great War, close friends and colleagues of Abraham Lincoln, and so many more.

This event would not have been possible for the last 30 years if it was not for the 530 
volunteers who have given more than 34,000 hours to ensure the Walk’s success. All of the 
work the actors, staff, crew, and volunteers have put into this event has turned into a supportive 
community of people, invested in their local history and passionate about helping others learn 
more about it. 

The power and impact of this award-winning event has been felt far beyond the boundaries 
of McLean County. The Museum has been called upon many times to help shape other 
cemetery programs in our nation. The Walk has also helped people understand the significant 
roles individuals from our past play in history. By introducing visitors to the educational benefits 
of acting and the arts, we’ve been able to bring our history to light and to life.     

Please know that this is not goodbye. The Museum will always champion the preservation 
of our local history. We will always collaborate with our community partners to make history 
accessible for all. Most importantly, we will never leave the legacy of the Cemetery Walk 
behind. It is a piece of history in its own right, and its influence will continue for many years to 
come.

Thank you for making history with us.

Evergreen Cemetery Walk Coordinators

Candace Summers, Emily McCusker, and Eric Hansen     
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Cemetery Walk Fund Drive 
Donors as of September 9, 2024

Rick & Penny Boser Donor Advised Fund at Illinois Prairie Community Foundation

Nancy D. Anderson

Mary Anderson

Tim Bobic

Nancy Bollman 

Charlotte Brown 

Judy Buchanan

Chris & Madeleine Callahan

Mary & Hank Campbell

Roger Cavitt

Ann Champion

Charles S. Dempster

Larry & Marlene Dietz

Julie Dunbar

Mary Eder

Tom & Chris Eder

Flora Foltz

Dorothy Frank

John Freed

John & Marilyn Freese

Linda Garbe

Timothy Garvey & Paula Aschim

Sherry and Jim Graehling

Sandra Groves

Susan Harsha

Linda Hartema

Diane Hawk

Dolores Hellweg

Kay Henrichs

Frank & Angie Hoffman

Dan W. Holder

Janice M. Holder

Margi Hollingshead

Margaret & Charles Hollowell

Arlene Hosea & Ben Ryburn

Peggy Hundley

Jill Hutchison

Zoe Iutzi

Lois Jazo

Pat Johnson

Terrence Killian

Kathleen Kirk 

Linda Lehmann

Shirley & Larry Lowe

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Luber

John & Joanne Maitland

Nancy L. Marciniec

Nola Marquardt, 
    in memory of Rose Werling

Rose Marsaglia

Mike Matejka & Kari Sandhaas

Vern McGinnis

Ed & Beth Mears

Nancy Jo Miller

Beverly J. Miller

JoAnna S. Mink

Pam & Jack Muirhead

George D. & Judith I. Myers

Marilyn	 Myers

Savita J. Patel

John & Mary Penn

B. Kay Ramseyer

Janet & Mark Rayburn

John & Barbara Richmond

Jerry & Carole Ringer

Ed & Sally Rust, Jr.

Betty L. Salch

John F. Sicks Jr.

David & Trudy Strand

Carol Struck

Ann Sullivan

Tracey Sullivan-Covert

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Sutherland

Mark & Peg Swerdlik

Marcia Thomas

Phylis VerSteegh

Paul & Trudy Vogel Charity 
Fund, a donor-advised fund

Gregg Watson

Don & Karen Wettstein

Dave Wilcox

Mr. & Mrs. Sherman Wilkerson

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wilkey

Kris Williams

Julie Williams

Jeanne Wroan

Mark Wyman

Carolyn Yockey

Rich & Janet Zich

Kurt & Wendy Zimmer
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Sophia Huggins (1831-1903) or “Aunt Sophia” as she was 
known by her clientele, was a claimed clairvoyant who made 
a living in Bloomington, IL telling the fortunes of a wide cross 
section of Bloomingtonians. She is featured with the mysterious 
Madame Annette, a reporter for the Daily Bulletin newspaper 

who profiled early settlers and touring actresses, chatted about 
fashion and makeup, and interviewed eccentric individuals like the 

enigmatic Huggins.

Jennifer Rusk
(Sophia Huggins) 
is grateful to again 
work with the 
Evergreen Cemetery 
Walk. She is an ISU 
theater alum with an 
acting emphasis. Rusk has appeared in 
various productions in the community 
including as “Mrs. Dickerson” in 
Intimate Apparel (Heartland Theater), 
plus directing A Raisin in the Sun at 
Community Players Theater. She would 
like to thank her heavenly guardian 
angels: her mother, her father, and 
her brother. They instilled in her faith, 
love of the arts, history, and a “never 
give up attitude.” Rusk dedicates this 
performance in remembrance of her 
mother, Joyce Ann Rusk, a lover of 
history.

Cristen Monson 
(Mme. Annette) 
an Academic Advisor 
at ISU, earned a B.A. 
in acting from the 
University of Texas at 
El Paso and an M.A. 
in theater from Illinois State University. 
She directs, acts, writes, and teaches 
theater locally. Recent directing credits 
include Sponge Bob: The Musical, as 
well as several shows for Heartland 
Theater’s 10-Minute Play Festival 
and Nomad Theater (co-founder). 
Favorite acting roles include “Sarah” 
in Time Stands Still, “Beth” in Tribes, 
and “Carol” in the 2023 Holiday 
Spectacular. Monson has previously 
appeared in the Walk as Susan B. 
Anthony and Emily Noble.

Character & Actor Bios
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June Crandall 
 (1878 - 1910)  

was a woman who 
never turned away 
from challenging 
situations or tough 

decisions. She was the 
first Black person elected 

to the Bloomington District 87 Board of 
Education in 1971 and the Bloomington 
City Council in 1979. In these leadership 
roles, her voice amplified the needs of 
previously underrepresented individuals 
during a period of increased racial 
tension in the community and across the 
country. Outside her elected positions, 
she also worked with McLean County’s 
YWCA, League of Women Voters, and 
United Way.

Darraugh Maxine 
(Eva Jones) 

 
a Kentucky native, 
came to Bloomington 
in 1898 and began 

working as a miner at 
the McLean County Coal 

Company on the west side of town. 
He was one of the earliest labor union 
organizers and Socialist Party leaders 
in Bloomington. Crandall was deeply 
concerned about the exploitation of the 
American working class. He fought hard 
on various platforms, including in the 
political sphere, to improve the quality 
of life for his fellow workers and their 
families.

Nathan Gaik 
(June Crandall) is 
thrilled to be returning 
to the Evergreen 
Cemetery Walk after 
making his debut 
last year as Samuel 
Noble King. Gaik 
received his acting training at Illinois 
State University and is active in local 
theatre. For over a decade, he was an 
acting company member at Conklin’s 
Barn Dinner Theatre. This past July, Gaik 
played “Bottom” in Lincoln Community 
Theatre’s production of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. A horror film fanatic, he 
recently played the titular role of “The 
Hag” in the film Hunting For The Hag. A 
special thank you to Patrick for his love 
and support.

is honored to be 
returning to the 
Evergreen Cemetery 
Walk! She is a gradu-
ate of Illinois Wesley-
an University with a 
BFA in Acting. Earlier this year, Darraugh 
went on tour with the National Theater for 
Children, performing in the show Land of 
Smiles. Some of her favorite credits in-
clude A Raisin in The Sun and Crowns. 
When not on stage, you can also find 
Darraugh making magic as a princess 
performer with A Royal Remembrance. 
She thanks her mother for always sup-
porting her, as well as her partner Zach.

Eva Jones 
(1930-1987)

Character & Actor Bios
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Kevin Yale Vernon 
(Georgina Trotter) 
is excited to join the 
Evergreen Cemetery 
Walk for the first 
time. Previous shows 
include Indigenous 
Intervention, The Front Porch Plays 
(Nomad Theater), This is Not Business 
as Usual (Coalescence Theater 
Project), and August: Osage County 
(Community Players Theater), plus 
shows at Peoria’s Corn Stock Theater. 
She has two theater degrees, one 
from the University of Wyoming and 
one from ISU. Vernon retired this 
year from teaching theater at Normal 
Community High School. Special 
thanks go out to her spouse, David - 
literally couldn’t do it without you!  

Georgina Trotter (1836-1904) and
Sarah Raymond Fitzwilliam (1842 – 1918)
were advocates and close friends who wanted better for 
Bloomington. Businesswoman Georgina Trotter was the 
first woman elected to the Bloomington Board of Education 

in 1874. She served alongside educator Sarah Raymond 
Fitzwilliam, who became the first female superintendent of 
Bloomington Public Schools that same year. These women had 

an uphill battle to prove they were worthy of these positions. 
Together, they worked side-by-by-side to improve the quality 
of education students received in Bloomington Public Schools 
and to improve the lives of others in the community.

Kathleen Kirk 
(Sarah Raymond 
Fitzwilliams)
has been a script 
writer for the 
Museum’s annual 
History Makers Gala 
and Evergreen Cemetery Walk for 
many years. She has played several 
characters in the walk, including 
Helen Clark McCurdy, Mary Gridley, 
Georgina Trotter, Ange Milner, and 
Helen Davis Stevenson. An actor, 
writer, and editor in Chicago before 
returning to Normal, Kirk worked with 
the Steppenwolf, Court, and Free 
Shakespeare theatre companies. 
She now works at the Normal 
Public Library, serves on the Board 
of Heartland Theatre, and edits the 
online magazine Escape Into Life.

Character & Actor Bios
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Augustus “Gus” Belt (1895-1954) and
Edith Pressler Belt (1896 – 1973) successfully grew a single 
Bloomington restaurant into a nationwide chain. The Steak n’ 
Shake proprietors had several failed business ventures before 
acquiring a Shell Oil station at the corner of Main and Virginia 
Streets, which they transformed into a successful drive-in 

serving hamburgers and milkshakes in 1934. After Gus’s 
death in 1954, Edith continued as chairperson and continued 

to grow and expand the company for more than a decade 
before selling the company in 1968. The Belts are this year’s 
visiting voices from East Lawn Memorial Cemetery in honor of  
Steak n’ Shake’s 90th anniversary.

Kayla Pulliam 
Mendoza (Edith 
Belt) is thrilled to 
be joining the cast 
of the Evergreen 
Cemetery Walk for 
the first time. She 
has been lucky enough to perform 
across the Midwest, including multiple 
productions here in Bloomington-
Normal. Favorite credits include: 
“The Governess” in Turn of the Screw, 
“Blanche” in A Streetcar Named 
Desire, “Barbara” in August: Osage 
County, and “The Narrator” in Puffs. 
Mendoza holds a degree in acting 
and is also an accomplished director. 

Jeff Ready (Gus 
Belt) is returning for 
his third Evergreen 
Cemetery Walk. He 
has been seen 
around town in 
various productions 
at Heartland Theatre, Community 
Players Theater, and Coalescence 
Theatre Project. Ready is excited to 
work with this cast and crew and 
hopes you enjoy the experience as 
much as he has. 

Character & Actor Bios
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Angeline Vernon
Milner  (1856-1928)
known to most as 
Ange, is one of Illinois’ 
most famous librarians. 
Milner became 

Illinois State (Normal) 
University’s first full-time 

librarian in 1890, serving nearly 40 
years. Her passion for library science 
drew national attention and shaped the 
university’s curriculum. Milner was a 
founding member of the Illinois branch 
of the American Library Association and 
instituted the idea of teaching college 
students how to use library resources in 
their studies, a practice she outlined for 
other teachers’ colleges to follow.

Devon Lovell  
(Ange Milner) 

Susan Anhalt Thetard (Echoes Artistic Director)
This is Susan’s seventh year as Echoes Artistic Director producing 
both the History Makers Gala and the Evergreen Cemetery 
Walk.  Thetard holds an MFA in Costume Design and a BFA in 
English and Theater Education. She taught and directed plays and 
musicals at University High School for 19 years, and has designed 
for local and professional theaters for many years.  Thetard is 
thankful for her husband Jon’s patience and her daughter, Stacia’s, 
assistance with graphics and props. She is also grateful to work with 
such dedicated and talented members of the Museum staff.

Dave Krostal (Director) has performed in over 75 local 
productions including most as “Bardolph” in Henry V at the Illinois 
Shakespeare Festival, “Norman” in Table Manners at Heartland 
Theater, and as “Paul Sheldon” in Misery at Peoria Players. Dave 
and his wife Cristen played Clyde and Emily Noble in the 2018 
Evergreen Cemetery Walk. Krostal is a graduate of Illinois State 
University’s Theater Education program and retired from teaching in 
2016. This is his fifth year as director for the Cemetery Walk.

previously appeared 
in the Evergreen 
Cemetery Walk as 
Clara Kessler, also a 
librarian! Lovell enjoys 
both writing and 
acting. She acted in and wrote for Nomad 
Theatre’s HERstory this past spring. 
Lovell has acted at Heartland Theatre, 
most recently in Tiny Beautiful Things, 
as “Sugar.” She co-hosts the Next to 
Normal Story Slam, a local story-sharing 
event. Professionally, Lovell works as an 
educational consultant focused primarily 
on literacy. Her family, Rhys, Carys, Will 
(and Fiddler), fill her life with delight. She 
is full of gratitude for all of it.

Character & Actor Bios
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Candace Summers (Senior Director of Education), Emily McCusker (Director of 
Youth & Family Education), and Eric Hansen (Director of Volunteers) are the lead 
Museum staff members responsible for the Evergreen Cemetery Walk. Together, they bring a 
combined 20+ years of Museum experience with them to their planning of this signature event. 
With degrees in History, Archaeology, and Political Science, all three of them have a passion 
for our local history—one that they hope to instill in others through Museum programs like the 
Evergreen Cemetery Walk. 
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Margaret “Peg” Kirk (1933-2023) &
William P. “Bill” LaBounty (1930-2024)

The McLean County Museum of History, Illinois Voices Theatre, and Evergreen Memorial 
Cemetery lost two dear friends and long-time volunteers since last year’s Evergreen 
Cemetery Walk with the passing of Peg Kirk (November 5, 2023) and Bill LaBounty (May 
25, 2024). 

After retiring from a 27-year teaching career at Normal 
Community High School, Peg became involved with the 
Museum because of the Cemetery Walk. Starting as an 
actor in 1996, Peg portrayed six different women (Mary 
Potter, Luella Kimbell, Letitia Green Stevenson, Dr. Margaret 
McGillivray, Melinda Rankin, June Rose Colby, and Rose 
Whipp Northrup) during the Walk, writing the scripts for 
most of those performances herself. When she was not “on 
stage,” Peg served as a volunteer tour guide for the Walk 
for 10 years. This allowed her to put her teacher’s hat back 
on to help educate thousands of people who attended the 

Walk, in particular middle school students, about cemetery preservation and our local 
history. “I always loved to interact with the kids, and I had a variety of things I could 
teach,” she said. Peg looked forward to the Cemetery Walk every year, and we looked 
forward to working with her each year too. 

Bill came to the Museum after spending 37 years in the 
bookbinding and printing industry. Upon his retirement from 
ISU Printing services in 1993, Bill began volunteering with 
the McLean County Genealogical Society and McLean 
County Museum of History. For over two decades he 
shared his time and talents with both organizations, giving 
over 10,000 hours of his time. Many of those hours were 
given each fall to help the Museum put on the Evergreen 
Cemetery Walk. From the Walk’s inception in 1995 until 
2014, Bill worked behind the scenes putting together the 
playbill, which every attendee at the Walk received. In 

addition to laying out the playbill each year, Bill’s connections in the local printing industry 
guaranteed the Museum was getting the best printing deal and the highest quality product 
for our largest annual event. Bill’s son, Lars LaBounty, said the Cemetery Walk was his 
dad’s favorite event and Bill looked forward to it every year.

Words cannot express how much we appreciate both Peg and Bill’s dedication, hard 
work, and talents that they gave to help make the Cemetery Walk successful over the 
years. Both of them were mentors to many at the Museum and we are better for having 
known and worked with them. Peg and Bill are truly missed. 
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30 years of volunteers
Over the last three decades, 530 volunteers have given more than 34,000 hours of their time 
to ensure the success of the Evergreen Cemetery Walk. Simply put, this event would not have 
been possible without their dedication and tireless efforts. Whether they volunteered once or 
every year, served as tour guides, box office volunteers, researchers, guide script writers, or 
cookie bakers, we thank each and every one of them. 

Nola Marquardt leading a tour during the very 
first Cemetery Walk in 1995

Phylis VerSteegh with a student group at 
the 2004 Walk

Box Office Volunteers, 2016 (left to right: John Kibler, 
Marilyn Aucutt, Joann Hart, Carole Knipp, Mary Sheehan, 
with Candace Summers)

Tour Guides, 2008 (left to right: 
Mary Kay Zeter, Judith Myers, Nola 
Marquardt, Peg Kirk, Carol Fox, Carol 
Straka, Scott Johnson, Mary Scott, with 
Mary Anne Schierman)

If a name is missing or 
misspelled, please kindly email 

education@mcistory.org so 
we can accurately record this 

momentous history!

To view the full list of Cemetery 
Walk volunteers from 1995-2024, 
please scan the QR code below.
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Research and Writing Volunteers—2024 
•Leisa Barbour•Josh Blood•Angie Bonnell•John Capasso•Mike DeVore  
•Denise Fries-Romack•Madison Hieser•Allie Love•Jordan Kennedy 
•Wade Kirchner•Emma Malone •Connor Monson•RJ North•Rachel Shivley 
•Narcedalia•Ramirez•Susan Rush•Carol Straka•Nancy Woods  
•Baboshia Lois YuSuf

Graphic Design—2024
•Kennedy Coe

Volunteer Tour Guides—2024
• Leisa Barbour• John Capasso • Mike Devore • Denise Fries-Romack•Neil Gridley 
• Rochelle Gridley • Diane Hawk •Virgil Hovar•Hannah Johnson  •Jana Kiefer  
•Jen Maloy • Amy Miller •Scott Myers• Kelly Scheffert•Gregg Watson 
• Seth Wheeler

Ushers—2024 
• Colleen Cleary •Jack Evans •Jarett Galante•Jessica Greenberg •Rachel Jacobson 
•Abbie James •Sami Johnson •Kathryn Kopija•James Kouris •Victoria LaCroix  
•Maddie Marr •Caitlin Mendez•Lindsey Miller •Logan Moeller •Kat Morris 
•Ella Pepper •Claire Peterson •Alex Young •Jacob Zito

Box Office, Stage Hands, Cookie Bakers, Kitchen Managers,  
etc.—2024
•Elizabeth Craig •Tina Crow •Tom Eder •Flora Foltz •Joann Hart•Diana Hauman 
•Cody Hendricks  •Kay Henrichs •Bailey Henry•Sara Kellum•Lauren Lacy 
•Barb Lancaster•C.J. Ledinsky•Nola Marquardt•Colleen Reynolds• Susan Rush 
•Susan Sheppard •John Sicks •Ruth Stewart •Jon Thetard•Bill Wetzel•Kris Williams 
•Bridgette Wycoff

We would like to extend an extra special THANK YOU to 
our diligent and hard-working volunteers without whom we 
could not do this event!
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30 years of Theater
Illinois Voices Theatre has been our theatrical partner since the very beginning of the 
Walk. Over the last 30 years, these talented writers and actors have helped tell the 
stories of 211 unique individuals from McLean County’s past. We appreciate their hard 
work and dedication to bringing our community’s history to life and to light.

Char Fesler as Louise 
Muxfeld, 1996

Michael Pullin as Christoph 
Mandler, 2010

Timothy Jefferson and Emmanuel Jackson as Edward and 
Lincoln Bynum, 2017

Cast of the 2022 Evergreen Cemetery 
Walk (Left to Right: Jennifer Rusk 
as Ella Lee Stokes, Kathleen Kirk as 
Helen Clark McCurdy, Len Childers as 
Alexander G. Erickson, Kevin Wickart 
as James Preston Butler, Jeff Ready as 
Paul Beich, David Flanders as David 
Davis, and Sara Flanders as Sarah 
Davis)

If a name is missing or misspelled, 
please kindly email  

education@mcistory.org  
so we can accurately record this 

momentous history!

To view the full list of Cemetery 
Walk writers and actors from 
1995-2024, please scan the  

QR code below. 
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Our guest voices for this year’s Walk, Gus and Edith Belt, are visiting from East Lawn 
Memorial Gardens and Cemetery, located at 1002 Airport Road in Bloomington. 

East Lawn Memorial
Gardens and Cemetery

Augustus “Gus” Belt and Edith Belt’s grave, located in section 1, Lot 50 5 and 6

When East Lawn was founded in 1935, it was located two miles east of the city 
limits and just west of the new municipal airport on highway Route 9. R.F. Beeler of 
Burlington, Iowa developed the cemetery after purchasing a 30-acre-tract of land 
from Fred Young that year. Frank Howell was listed as the authorized sales agent for 
lots in the cemetery. 

Aerial view of Bloomington Municipal Airport looking northwest shows the main 
hanger and East Lawn Memorial Gardens, June 20, 1941.
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The cemetery was established as a non-monumental burial park with flush, bronze 
markers identifying burial plots. However, in 2008 a monument garden was added 
to the cemetery for those who wished to have that type of memorial.

Cemetery features include three multi-story garden mausoleums, two columbari-
ums, Italian white granite statues scattered throughout the cemetery, and an ossuary 
for cremated remains. 

One of three multi-story mausoleums that were constructed over the years, the 
earliest being in the 1960s.

This ossuary holds cremated remains and takes the place of a scattering garden at 
East Lawn.

Cemetery ownership has changed hands several times over the years and is currently 
owned by Service Corporation International, a member of the Dignity Memorial 
Network, North America’s largest provider of funeral, cremation, and cemetery 
services.
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Evergreen Memorial Cemetery






